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Drs. Stayduhar & Lefeld Attend AABP Practice 

Sustainability Workshop  Dr. Emily applied for 
the grant to attend this new workshop supported by 
the USDA.  She was allowed to take one other 
person from the practice so Dr. Lefeld was able to 
attend.  The program is focused on building new 
large and mixed animal practices and helping 
established practices to transition to the next 
generation.  Attention is given to developing new 
services and managing the financial aspects of 
practice.  Part of the exercise included having Drs 
Emily and Andy review the books and put the 
numbers into appropriate form for evaluation by 
practice management consultants.  Of course, 
there were achievements and challenges.  Both are 
being addressed. 
 

Mycotoxins Yes! They Are Showing Up  Free 

Testing  Technical staff from Innovad met with our 
doctors to discuss mycotoxins.  Causes, 
characteristics and control methods were 
discussed.  Mycotoxins develop in the fields under 
wet conditions, and they can only get worse in 
storage.  Mycotoxins cause liver damage and 
oxidative stress.  Polar mycotoxins include 
Aflotoxin and a few of the DON’s.  These can be 
controlled with clay based toxin binders that form 
tight bonds.  This carries the Aflotoxin out of the 
animals’ body in the feces.  Aflotoxin has been 
rare, but it is of importance because it passes 
through milk and has an actionable level to reject 
milk for human consumption.  DON’s are our most 
common toxin and are usually non polar and 
require biotransformation to neutralize their effects.  
The DON’s that are bound by clays often 
disassociate from the binder after the lowered pH 
of the Omasum.  BMR corn silages may have 
higher DON and Zearelanone due to decreased 
lignin.  Broken and small kernels also carry DON 
so screening them off may help.   

 
Innovad is currently offering us free mycotoxin 
testing, which may be of some value in determining 
which toxin binder has a better chance of being 
effective.  Many farms have decided it is not a 
matter of putting in a binder, but rather which one 
and how much.  We, like you are skeptical of free 
testing by companies that sell products.  There is 
another company that does this and we have never 
seen a negative test from them.  That might be the 
way it is in our area.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Silage, Year After Year, Why do Some Make 

Great Feed and Others Make Excuses?  Dan 
Bollinger, Dupont Pioneer attended one of our 
doctors meetings to discuss this topic.  There is 
some controversy as to how much impact corn 
genetics has on fiber digestibility compared to 
growing conditions.  Surveying a large pile, there 
can be as much as 10 points range in moisture, 
starch, and fiber digestibility.  Variation tends to be 
more from top to bottom than side to side. Samples 
need many repetitions to reduce the effects of 
growing microenvironments.  If there is more than 
one load of feed, silage for the day needs to be 
faced and mixed with the bucket to reduce the 
variation that cows get from day to day.  Self 
propelled mixers don’t do this and have the risk of 
having as much variation as bags or tower. 
 
Fiber digestibility is determined at tassel.  
Abundant moisture up until tassel decreases fiber 
digestibility.  Irrigation locks this in, so select high 
digestible genetics.  Total plant  nutrients is optimal 
at 63% moisture with excellent kernel processing.  
With less ideal processing, 66% is best.  Always 
delay feeding by 2-3 months as energy availability 
almost doubles in the first month ensiled.  
Inoculants are used to preserve dry matter, not to 
increase milk production.  The dry matter lost is the 
soluble nutrients that do make milk.    


