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Dr. Hardesty on Panel at American Dairy 
Association Mideast  Honor the Harvest: From 
Dairy Farm to Table Dr. Mark was part of the 
panel on Animal Care, Environmental Stewardship, 
and Milk Safety to an audience of registered 
dietitians and public health officials.  He put many 
practices through the sustainability model of 
interlocking circles of Environment Stewardship, 
Social Responsibility, and Economics.  He hit all 
the hot button topics including BST, Tail Docking, 
Grazing, Dehorning, Calf Separation, 
Synchronization and Vaccination programs,  Audits, 
Antibiotic Resistance and Antibiotic Residues.  Cow 
Comfort was a recurring theme.  These decision 
makers were more understanding of our industry 
than he  expected and we could consider them 
allies in the “Undeniably Milk” movement. 
 
Peer Groups Learn from the mistakes of others, 
you can’t live long enough to make them all 
yourself.  The best level of decision making 
requires excellent on farm data that can be 
benchmarked to yourself and others.  This data is 
then discussed with trusted advisors and objective 
peers to create an action plan.  Often just listening 
to other top managers gives us the opportunity 
think about our challenges differently. 
 
We have created a peer group among large 
producers for this purpose and now that we have 
that experience, we would like to create another 
peer group of young dairymen that face a different 
set of challenges.  The communication for these 
groups works best by email.  Many that we would 
like to include, we do not have email addresses for.  
If you have an interest in spending some quality 
time with other dairymen discussing important 
issue, please text your email address to Dr. 
Hardesty at 419-305-1184 or email him at 
hvcow@bright.net. 
 

Tetracycline Testing Testing of 1 per 15 loads of 
milk for Tetracycline residues starts July 1.  Little 
Tetracycline is used on our farms compared to a 
few years ago.  We may want to check our dose on 
foot wraps and make sure we have an appropriate 
protocol.  Our assumption is that no one is infusing 
or putting tetracycline pills in the uterus.  We can 
discuss the  withhold if you want, before or after 
you get caught. 
 
Flunixin Deal A year ago, in the midst of the 
Flunixin Crisis, we secured significant inventory of 
100 cc bottles.  We are now offering those for sale 
at $13.75 each or 6 at $13.50 each, plus shipping. 
 
Heat Stress Audits The Elanco heat stress audits 
that resulted from the meetings that we had in 
February were very productive.  Many suggested 
that they didn’t need to look at this because they 
had fans and weren’t going to add any more right 
now.  It was interesting to watch the practical 
applications unfold that sometimes just needed a 
redirecting of current fans, perhaps planning for 
more.  Sprinkler systems created the most 
opportunity with less water use with lower flow 
nozzles lowering the sprinklers to direct them right 
on the barrel of cows and installing pressure 
reducers to make sure the water comes out as 
large droplets not as a mist.  We are currently 
considering a second visit by John Sheets for 
another round of heat stress audits.  Please, let one 
of the doctors know if you would like us to visit your 
farm.  It has also been offered to go on a tour of 
southern farms, a mindset shift of cow cooling.  
 
Salmonella Implants A new company became 
available in May to prepare antigens for the 
Solidoser  technology.  We are working to create a 
new implant that will also include the Heidelberg 
strain that is killing calves in Wisconsin.   We have 
isolated this strain here and will include it in the  
implant that we hope to have available in 4 months.  


