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Ready for Silage? Quality of corn silage sets the 
health and profitability for the upcoming year.  
NDFd, the measure of the ability to produce milk, is 
influenced by harvest % dry matter, growing 
environment, and chop height.  Growing 
environment is set at this point and fiber 
digestibility is determined at tassel.  The 
controllable variables are harvest dry matter and 
chop height.  A rough estimate is that silage will 
chop 6 weeks after tassel.  4 to 5 weeks after 
tassel, you may want to start tracking whole plant 
moisture.  We have  a lawn shredder that we use 
as a mini chopper to chop 3 or 4 representative 
stalks then test moisture.  Tracking this over time 
helps you determine when to put the big chopper in 
the field.  66% moisture is ideal if you don’t process 
well.  Well processed kernels can be chopped at 
drier whole plant moisture and drier kernels 
process easier.  As corn matures, more starch is 
stored so for every 1% decrease in dry matter, 
starch content increases .5%.  The trade off is that 
the fiber digestibility (NDFd) decreases as the stalk 
gets drier. 
 
This may be a year to consider a different chop 
height.  Drought stressed corn has higher fiber 
digestibility, so this year with constant rain, we’d 
expect lower fiber digestibility.  You do not want to 
chop lower than 10 inches or you risk rocks in 
equipment.  At 20 inches you damage semi’s and 
have tillage problem with sticks.  You give up 1 ton 
of yield for every 4 inches of higher chop. 12 inch 
chop height gives 54.6% NDFd, 26.7% starch, 
11.6%uNDF.  16 inch chop height gives 57.2% 
NDFd, 29.9% starch, and 9%uNDF in field trials.  It 
makes sense to have your nutritionist run some 
trial diets with your other feeds available to 
determine the potential production response to 
higher quality silage compared to the downside of 
lower yields from chopping higher.  

 

Fiber digestibility changes significantly in the first 2 
months of storage.  You never want to feed corn 
silage that has been stored less than 3 months.  
Kernel processing increases total tract digestibility 
and decreases variation.  Less than 4.75 mm 
pieces of kernel is preferred for rumen digestibility.  
If 70% of the kernels are <4.75 mm processing is 
good.  This is measured by counting the number of 
kernels ½ or greater original size in 32 ounces or 
two large handfuls of silage.  < 4 kernels is 70% 
processing score. Ideal is < 2 half or larger kernels 
per 32 ounces.  More than 4 half or larger kernels 
per 32 ounces may be as low as 50% processing 
score and require at least 3 months storage to 
improve starch availability.  Reprocessing has been 
a frustrating proposition but feeding more starch to 
get production is expensive and has health risk.  
Better to check the kernel processing every few 
hours while chopping than deal with poor feed for a 
year.  This can be done with a standard processor 
or is made easier with a shredlage processor.  JD 
takes special changes to factory equipment. Kernel 
processing happens with a roller gap of 3 mm.  
Worn rollers and high speed reduce performance. 
 

Flunixin Deal A year ago, in the midst of the 
Flunixin Crisis, we secured significant inventory of 
100 cc bottles.  We are now offering those for sale 
at $13.75 each or 6 at $13.50 each, plus shipping. 

Lut HiCon Deal The Zoetis launch of Lut HiCon 
worked out such that we have more than enough 
20 ml/10 dose bottles on our shelves.  We offer 
those to you at $21.04 for the month of August. 
 

Alzheimer’s Walk Clinic staff members will be 
participating in the walk to end Alzheimer’s.  If you 
would like to pledge toward research to end 
Alzheimer’s, You can donate at the office or   
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?pg=pfind&fr_id=10037  
click on donate for team MOOving for a cure. 
Thanks for your support.   


