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How often should dogs and cats be bathed?  What about cutting their hair?  Do all breeds 
need hair cuts? 
 
We will start with cats as this one is easier to answer – as long as your cat does not have 
matted hair, he does not have to be bathed or groomed at all.  If you have a long haired cat 
with mats, he will need to be shaved down and then a groomer can teach you how to 
properly brush him daily to help prevent mats again.   
 
For dogs, bathing and grooming depends on the breed and length of the hair.   Short haired 
dogs can be bathed when they are dirty but otherwise don’t require bathing at any specific 
time.  They also don’t need hair cuts.  However, bathing by a groomer with a deshedding 
shampoo may cut down on shedding for short haired breeds.  
 
For dogs with longer hair, some breeds require a full groom (hair cut) every 4 to 8 weeks to 
prevent overly long hair, mats, and secondary problems such as ear infections and skin 
infections.  Common breeds which require every 4 to 6 week grooming includes Yorkie’s, 
Shih Tzu, Schnauzers, Cockers, and Poodles.  Other breeds, such as Golden Retrievers, have 
medium length hair and need to see a groomer less often.  However, they still need 
brushing and combing on a weekly basis at home.    
 
In summary, any dog with medium to long hair needs to see a groomer on a regular basis to 
stay healthy.  Short haired dogs can still benefit from professional grooming but it is not 
medically necessary.    If you would like to know how often your dog needs grooming, our 
groomer is happy to answer questions and let you know how often to get a professional 
grooming and what you can do at home to keep your dog’s hair clean and tangle free.   
There is no charge to speak with our groomer to learn her recommendations for your 
specific dog – just call us anytime! 


