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I just got a new kitten for Christmas – when does he need his first shots and vet visit?  What 
about neutering him? 
 
Congratulations to all our readers who got new pets for Christmas!  Kittens will need their 
first vaccines at six to eight weeks old.  So if your kitten is weaned, he/she needs to come in 
for the first vet visit.  During that visit, your kitten will be tested for some serious viral 
diseases of cats – FIV and Feline Leukemia.  This is an in-house test so results will be ready 
during your visit.  Then he/she will be vaccinated against whatever diseases he may be at 
risk of.  This depends on whether he will be staying indoors or outdoors or both.  In 
addition to vaccines, kittens need to be dewormed to prevent intestinal worms from 
harming the kitten or spreading to people in the household.  Bring a stool sample when you 
come and we will check your kitten for worms to be sure the dewormer we give works 
against every type of worm he may have.   Depending on his age and size, we will also start 
him on a heartworm/flea prevention medication once monthly as well.   
 
After this first visit, your kitten will need to come every three weeks until he is 16 weeks 
old, then he can come once yearly in most cases for vaccinations and a physical exam.   As 
far as neutering, I definitely recommend getting this done!  It will decrease the chance of 
spraying urine in the house and decrease roaming if you have an outdoor cat.  I find that 
kittens recover most quickly from neutering if it is done between four to six months old.   
 
We look forward to seeing the new pets our clients acquire during the Christmas season! 


