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Can worms from my dog spread to people? 

Some types of worms can spread to people and can cause serious illness.  Roundworms and 

hookworms are the common dog and cat parasites that spread to people.  People can get these 

parasites from walking barefoot where worm eggs are in the ground or by ingesting worm eggs 

(this can happen in kids who play in the dirt or play with pets who have not been dewormed).   

Other types of worms, such as tapeworms, do not spread from dogs and cats directly to people. 

(People can get tapeworms from swallowing a flea though).   

In order to keep from getting parasite from your pets, it is important to deworm your pets 

regularly.  The CDC recommends once monthly deworming.  This is best done as a combination 

parasite control product that prevents heartworms and treats roundworms and hookworms.  

Some name brands also treat whipworms, fleas and ear mites.  These are prescription products 

which you will need to get from your vet.   

Sometimes we are asked about over the counter dewormers such as from the feed store.  

These often do not deworm against all the parasites that can spread to people, so we 

recommend a veterinary dewormer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on a Shelter Pet 
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Lots of Variety of Babies! 

We at Crossroads Animal Hospital currently have many litters, mostly from the Oconee County 

Animal Shelter (we often take ones that they don’t have enough room for).  The puppy on the 

left is one of a litter of 9 Boxer mixes.  The one in the middle is one of Sadie’s puppies (she is 

the Treeing Walker Hound featured in last month’s Fair Town Times).  The kitten on the right is 

Pepper, one of two kittens left from a litter of three.   We also have litters of smaller breed 

puppies (Min Pin mixes and Chihauhau mixes).  All these babies are either already 

spayed/neutered or will have the surgery as part of their adoption.  They are also up to date on 

their vaccines and are ready to have homes!  Please call us at (864)972-9994 to set up a time to 

meet these sweet babies.   

                                  

 


