
What Vet Care Does My Puppy Need? 

Kathy Jordan, DVM 

Crossroads Animal Hospital 

Puppies need to start their vaccine series at 6 weeks old.  At his first vet visit, your puppy needs 

a physical exam, deworming, a parasite check, and a DHPP vaccine.  The DHPP vaccine protects 

against parvo virus, distemper, parainfluenza, and hepatitis.  Then your puppy will need 

repeated vaccine/deworming visits every 3 weeks until he/she is 15 weeks old.  The full series 

of vaccines is essential so that your puppy develops full immunity.  If a puppy receives only the 

first few vaccines, he/she will not have full immunity and could still sick.   

It is very important that puppies receive vaccines on time.  The number one disease that 

puppies die of is parvovirus.  This disease is almost 100% preventable by proper vaccination, so 

please don’t delay in vaccinating your puppy.  The deworming is also very important as we also 

see puppies dying of hookworm infestations.  These hookworms (as well as roundworms, 

another common parasite of puppies) can also spread to people.   

In addition to vaccines and deworming for intestinal parasites, your puppy needs to start on 

heartworm prevention.  Heartworms are one of the most common causes of death in adult 

dogs who do not take heartworm preventatives.  However, if a preventative medication is given 

once monthly, heartworms can be prevented.  This preventative medication costs only $5-10 

per month and also deworms dogs for hookworms and roundworms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spotlight on Shelter Pets 

          

Graham (pictured on the left) is an eight week old yellow long haired male kitten in our 

adoption program at Crossroads Animal Hospital.  He has a yellow and white sister named Gem 

and his mom is Greta.  All of them are very sweet and need good homes.  You can see more 

photos and info or our adoptable dogs and cats by going to www.petfinder.com and searching 

for pets at zip code 29678. 

Sheba (pictured on the right) is a 3-4 year old Lab mix who is looking for a home at the Oconee 

County Animal Shelter.  She had a litter of puppies which she raised in a foster home.  Her 

puppies have found forever homes but Sheba still needs a family.  She is very sweet and loving 

and would love to meet you.  The OCAS is located on Hwy 123 in Seneca.   

http://www.petfinder.com/

