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I have a litter of kittens with fleas – can I treat them for fleas or should I wait until the kittens 
are older?   
 
That is a great question, as there is not a product to my knowledge that is labeled for use on 
nursing kittens and moms.  However, vets can prescribe products off label if needed for this 
purpose.  Fleas can cause anemia, disease spread, and even death in young kittens, so 
treatment is essential. 
First, let’s talk about what NOT to use.  Never use a pyrethrin or permethrin based product 
(this is what is in flea baths and most over the counter flea prevention products such as 
what you might buy at Walmart).  These products are toxic to young kittens and often 
cause seizures or death.  Also don’t treat the house with one of these products.   
As far as what to use, your vet will need to examine the mom and babies to prescribe a safe 
and effective product for their age and health.  In the past, I have used Frontline, Advantage 
Multi, or Capstar.  However, please don’t just treat the cats and kittens – have your vet 
examine them first to determine what is safe and most importantly, what dose to give.  You 
won’t be applying a full dose to a very young kitten of any of these products. 
If you have a pet with a severe flea infestation and want to do something before you can get 
them to the vet, you can use dawn dish detergent to wash them in.  This will help to remove 
fleas and is safe, as long as you rinse it very well.  This won’t have any long term effect but 
will help to manually remove the adult fleas.  You will have to follow up with a product with 
some long term effect or the fleas will come back right away.   
Kittens also need to be dewormed starting at three weeks old, so be sure to ask your vet 
about deworming when they are seen as well. 


