
Hidden gems in the nearby area 

The Petersham Country Store: 
 Local cheeses, meats fresh produce, select wines, craft beer, pastries, soups and 
sandwiches made daily and to order.  
http://petershamstore.com/index.html 

Montague Book Store: 
Probably one of the coolest used bookstores you will ever visit. Four stories in an old 
mill along the Montague river. A wonderful place to spend a rainy day in an armchair 
reading a vintage art book or old classic. “There is great food and drink all day and deep 
into the night at the astonishing Lady Killigrew Cafe. And downstairs is the fantastic 
Alvah Stone Restaurant and Bar” 
https://montaguebookmill.com/ 

Blue Heron restaurant: 
Intimate relaxed upscale dining featuring globally inspired cuisine sourced ethically from 
Pioneer valley 
https://www.blueherondining.com/ 

The Stone Cow Brewery, outdoor restaurant and ice cream: 
 Featuring a brewery, locally sourced  BBQ, farm fresh veggies and homemade ice 
cream 
https://www.stonecowbrewery.com/  

Picasso Restaurant: 
Family style internationally inspired food using locally grown produce. Patio and inside 
dining. 
www.dineoutpicasso.com 

The Gill Tavern: 
Dine on locally sourced/grown ingredients. Delicious! 
www.thegilltavern.com 

Rose 32 Bakery: 
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California family of bakers relocated to neighboring town of Hardwick. Breakfasts, lunch, 
pastries, cakes, and bread. 
www.rose32bread.com 

Tower Hill Botanical Gardens: 
A horticulturists dream. meander through the gardens. Classes available. Eat at cozy 
Farmer and Fork Cafe, read in the library 
www.towerhillbg.org 

Town of Amherst, Ma: 
Home to numerous restaurants and cafe’s as well as the Amherst cinema 
https://amherstcinema.org , rivaling the Angelica in NYC or Kendall Cinema in Boston 
with the best movies chosen for the discerning viewer.  

Mountainside Cafe: 
Home made, locally sourced food 
www.mountainsidebakerycafe.com 

Wachusett Mountain Ski Area: 
Alpine family ski area 25 trails, 8 lifts including child friendly magic carpet lifts. 
Wachusett Village Inn and Black Diamond Restaurant. Trails can be hiked in the 
summer.  
www.wachusett.com 

Giblet Hill Restaurant: 
One of the few restaurants in new England with produce grown on site. To name a few, 
heirloom tomatoes, squash, beets, radishes greens. Root cellar and winter green 
houses.  
www.gibbethillgrill.com 

Insight Meditation Center and Forest Refuge: 
Internationally renowned meditation center. IMS is a spiritual refuge for all who seek 
freedom of mind and heart 
https://www.dharma.org/ 

Harvard Forestry Museum: 
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Probably one of the coolest museums for all ages. Diorama depicting change of land 
use and forestry management over the last 200 years. Beautiful!    
https://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/fisher-museum 

Nature Abounds: 

Boat and fish on the Quabin reservoir. Show up at gate and rent a small boat for 
minimal cost, fishing. License included. Spend the day fishing or exploring the coved 
and inlets of the extensive and beautiful Quabin reservoir replete with wildlife and 
natural beauty.  

Hike, bike, cross country ski and snowshoe the Quabin Reservoir: 40 sq. miles and 50 
trails offering scenic views, historic sites and wildlife. 

Kayak on Connor’s Pond. 

Tubing on the Swift River. 

Walk, mountain bike, horseback ride on thousands of acres of interconnecting nature 
trails. 

Preserved lands and open spaces to enjoy: 

Trustees of the Reservation www.thetrustees.org 

The Swift River Reservation trustees.org/places-to-visit/central-ma/swift-river-
reservation.html 7 miles of trails, forest and marsh, fields and uplands, Walk through 
pastures brimming with seasonal wildflowers, dragonflies, birds and butterflies. 

Otter River State Forest: Day trips and camping, hike bike and swim. 74 campsites, 
4 Yurts, 3 Group sites. Horseback riding, cross country skiing 
https://www.mass.gov/locations/otter-river-state-forest 

Holyoke Range State Park: 
7 mile mountain ridge line for hiking including streams, marsh, woods 
www.mass.gov/locations/mount-holyoke-range-state-park 

Women’s Federation Land 
Harvard Forest Conservation lands www.harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu 
DCR (Department of Conservation and recreation) 
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