
DECLAW (Onycectomy) Discharge Instructions

Onychectomy is the full name for the procedure that your pet has just undergone. It is com-
monly known as declawing, involving the surgical removal of the entire nail and nail bed of all 
ten front toes under anesthesia. 

• Your pet’s  behavior may be different tonight and into tomorrow morning. For example, your pet may be 
wobbly, sleepy, irritable, and may have glossy eyes.

• For the next 14 days use a special litter ONLY.  We suggest a brand called “Yesterday News”, shredded 
newspaper, shredded office paper, and/or the “crystal” only litter. DO NOT USE CLUMPING LITTER dur-
ing this time because small granules of litter can enter and attach to the surgical sites causing infection or 
delayed healing. 

• The surgical adhesive that may cause the incision to have a blue or green color, do not be concerned. 

• Check your pet’s incisions daily for signs of redness, swelling, discharge or excessive licking AT LEAST 
once a day. DO NOT ALLOW your pet to lick, chew, or scratch at the paws. The incision should appear 
dry and clean, looking better daily. If your pet will not stop licking the incisions, please call us immediately. 
Excessive licking can lead irritation, infection, and opening of the incision. We have protective collars 
available to keep your pet from licking the incisions. DO NOT APPLY ANYTHING ON THE INCISION. Call 
us immediately if any of the above complications occur. 

• Restrict your pet’s diet for the first night home. Start by offering a small amount of water, if they hold it 
down for 1 hour than offer ½ of their usual dinner portion. Your pet may feel nauseated, so do not be con-
cerned if they are not interested in the food until tomorrow. Occasional vomiting after surgery is normal. 
Call us for instructions if your pet is not eating within 24 hours of surgery. 

• NO running. NO jumping. NO “rough housing”. Restrict as much as possible during this 10 day recovery 
period. 

• Dr. Sophia Gill may prescribe pain medications. DO NOT GIVE TYLENOL OR ASPIRIN, as these can be 
toxic to your pet. Please read and follow the label directions carefully and call if you have any questions 
regarding your pet’s pain medication. 

If you have any questions or concerns during your pet’s recovery, please do not hesitate to call our office at 
(312) 949-1VET (1838). 

If there are any after hour emergencies, please contact AETC at (773) 516-5800 and inform them you are Dr. 
Gill’s patient so that she can be seen at a discounted price. 
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