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Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Third 
Annual Adoption Event.   It was a fun and meaningful day.   

The goal of this event is to find forever homes for as many pets as 
possible, while inspiring people to support rescue organizations.  
Real Dog Rescue, Sheryl’s Den and Caring About the Strays 
are all reputable, foster based rescue organizations that rely on 
those who support them for their continued success.   If you can’t 
adopt a pet yourself, consider a donation to one of these amazing 
organizations. This special day was made possible because of the 
generosity of the businesses who joined us.   The beauty of the 
day was perfectly captured by Kim Degooyer with Semi Sweet 
Studios. Kim has a rescue dog herself and donates her time and 
services for this event.  It is our hope that Veterinary Emergency 
Group, Leash n’ Lather, Dogs Are Easy, and Ramsey Neighbors 
Magazine join us year after year in our efforts to grow this event 
and the promotion of rescue organizations in general.   At Ber-
gen County Veterinary Center, our focus is on the entire family; 
the pets and their owners--not just the pets.  The adoption event 
is an opportunity for us to include the whole family and encour-
age the youngest of children to their parents and grandparents to 

be a part of a rescue community where all are welcomed.  We hope 
you were inspired by the day and we hope you can be part of next 
year’s event. We welcome any new ideas you have for us! 

We were thrilled to help create many forever homes that day. 
Dr. Halloran shares a story about one of them:

“In June, a tiny black and white kitten was found curled up 
under a nearby porch.  He was immediately brought to Bergen 
County Veterinary Center for evaluation. Aside from being un-
derweight and covered in fleas, we suspect that he had contract-
ed a feline upper respiratory infection which led to a severe viral 
infection of both eyes.  This infection left one of his eyes protrud-
ing, crusted over, and nonfunctional. The other had scarring of 
the cornea and ulceration. We knew the left eye needed to be 
removed - it was beyond saving. Non-functional eyes can shrivel 
down and become cancerous in cats.  The other eye, however, 
appeared less affected and was worth trying to cure. We knew 
this was going to be a long endeavor, with treatments to the eye 
multiple times a day. We needed someone to come to his rescue and 
take on this project.
That’s where C.A.T.S. (Caring About the Strays) came in.  They 

agreed to foster this 3lb kitten and pro-
vide his labor-intensive medical care, 
along with our team at BCVC.   In the 
weeks to come, he would be treated for 
fleas and intestinal parasites, with 3 dif-
ferent eye medications, and multiple oral 
medications in attempts to save his right 
eye.  With their dedicated help, the vision 

in his right eye was saved and the corne-
al integrity restored. Not only did the eye 
heal, but this scared previously feral kit-
ten became a little love bug - playing and 
purring and socializing with his foster 
friends. 

When he was big enough, the kitten 
was placed under anesthesia and the dis-

eased left eye was removed.  He recovered 
amazingly well, and was back to his play-
ful happy self within a day or two after 
surgery. He remained in the loving care of 
C.A.T.S. until our adoption event when he 
was adopted by a family who will love this 
one-eyed winking gem of a cat!  Best of 
luck to you, Skunk!”

Emergency medical services (EMS) in Ramsey have been provided by 
volunteers for the past 66 years, when the founding members mortgaged 

their own homes to establish the Ramsey Ambulance Corps (RAC) in 1953.  
The Corps is maintained through generous support of the Borough Council 
and the residents of Ramsey.
Through that support, the Corps has recently welcomed two new, state-of-
the-art ambulances to help further the mission to the community.  It has 
become a tradition to dedicate new ambulances to the honor or memory 
of those people who have made a profound contribution to the Corps.  The 
beautiful sunny morning of September 22nd was the setting for a dual dedication.
The two life members who were chosen by the membership for this honor
Mary Carol “MC” Ditaranto and Mark Madsen – made many of the same contributions to 
the Corps: They both served as trustees; in all levels of operations, eventually serving 
as chief; as president, overseeing important projects and growth; and as members of 
numerous committees, including past committees to select new ambulances.  It is fitting 
that the Corps recognize their service by dedicating these new rigs to their memories.
The ambulance designated by the call sign “425” was dedicated to the memory of Life 
Member MC Ditaranto.  MC joined RAC in 1991 and served in many capacities, both in 
Ramsey and in the wider EMS field throughout New Jersey.  MC was an EMT Instructor with 
the Bergen County EMS Academy in Mahwah, where she was instrumental in guiding and 
mentoring the careers of innumerable EMTs over many years.
MC was a unifying chief during the fateful events of September 11, 2001, and her 
leadership provided continuous local service while also sending assistance during the 
multi-day response to the NJ waterfront 
and Ground Zero in NYC.  During her time 
as president, MC strengthened and grew 
the Corps through incentive programs that 
still provide a foundation for our current 
membership participation.
Over the years, MC received many awards 
from both the Corps and area organizations 
in recognition of her skills and contributions.  

She was recognized for numerous CPR saves, delivering babies, and treating 
trauma victims so severely injured that they had to be air lifted to a trauma 
center by the helicopter North Star, just to name a few.

Some of the many awards she received from outside agencies were the EMS 
Excellence Award from Hackensack University Medical Center, recognition 
as an Outstanding EMT Instructor at the Academy, the Shield Award from the 
Knights of Columbus, and the Volunteer of the Year Award from the Borough 

of Ramsey.
Ambulance “424” was dedicated to the memory of Life Member Mark Madsen, 

who joined the Corps in 1984 and served both the ambulance corps and the Ramsey 
Fire Department.  On 9/11, Mark was one of the Corps members who responded to Hoboken 

to care for the people returning from NYC.
Mark’s service on the Corps, in many ways, mirrored that of MC.  Mark, too, received the 
Hackensack Award, the Shield Award, and the North Star citation as well as commendations 
for successful CPR calls and for delivering babies.  Mark’s dedication and service as a life 
member of both the ambulance corps and the fire department were emblematic of his 
dedication to his community.  Mark was always there to help out, often showing up just to 
provide support to other crews when needed.
As chief, Mark set up the program that brought defibrillators both onto the ambulances 
and into the police squad cars.  These devices are now considered essential equipment, 
but, at the time, they were expensive and not available to most squads in the area.
MC passed away in January, 2013, and Mark passed away in October of that same year.  
Their contributions still guide the members who were privileged to work with them and 

know them personally.  Their past service 
has been instrumental in molding the 
Corps into what it is today.  It is an honor 
to dedicate these new ambulances to the 
memories of these two great past members 
of RAC.
Additional information can be obtained by 
contacting RAC President Jane Simon at 201-327-
1777 or President@RamseyAmbulance.org.
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