
Christmas Hazards for Pets 
 
Christmas Trees 
* Anchor trees securely. Wagging tails and climbing cats can knock over your tree. 
* Hang breakable ornaments out of reach. They can be ingested or stepped on by                      
   pets. 
* Keep tinsel, ribbons, and garland out of pets’ reach, especially cats that are intrigued by  
   them. These can become lodged in their intestines, cause obstructions, and lead to    
   surgery or death. 
* Clean up pine needles frequently, they can be toxic if eaten by your pet. 
* Prevent your pet from drinking water from the tree stand. The water may contain  
   chemicals or bacteria that can cause sores, vomiting, diarrhea, or other toxicity. 
 
Holiday Plants 
* Mistletoe, especially the berries, are highly toxic, can cause stomach upset, and have  
   the potential to cause fatal heart problems. 
* Lillies are deadly to cats, many types cause kidney failure. 
* Holly can cause vomiting, diarrhea, nausea, and lethargy. 
* Poinsettias can cause irritation in the mouth and upset your pet’s digestive system. 
* Certain types of ivy, such as English ivy, can also cause severe harm.  
* Amaryllis can cause vomiting and diarrhea. 
 
Food Hazards 
* Bones of any kind can tear or obstruct your pet’s intestinal tract. 
* Salty and rich fatty foods such as ham, gravy, and turkey skin can cause pancreatitis.  
   This is an inflammation of a digestive gland and can be very painful and serious,  
   leading to hospitalization. 
* Onions are toxic and can destroy a dog’s red blood cells. 
* Grapes and raisins contain toxins that cause kidney failure. 
* Candy, cookies, cakes, yeast dough, and especially chocolate can trigger life  
   threatening illnesses. 
 * Alcoholic beverages, nicotine, hot containers, aluminum and plastic wrap, and sharp  
    objects can all harm pets. 
 
Lights, candles, and fragrance 
* Keep lights and extension cords out of pets’ reach or use a taste deterrent to avoid  
   chewing which can lead to burns or electrocution. 
* Burning candles and hot wax left unattended can cause burns, or a fire, if knocked over. 
* Exposure to liquid potpourri can cause skin or oral damage.  
 
Stress 
* As always, watch for open doors with guests coming and going and make sure pets  
   have a collar with tags and a microchip in case they slip out. 
* Provide a quiet place for shy pets who may not like the hustle and bustle of holiday  
   celebrations. 


