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Directors present: Lisa Alley, Rod Atherton, Clark Bradley, Vic Clark, Hank Clason, 
Chris Darnell, Wayne Erwin, Candi Fites, Bill Flarida, Elizabeth Gorski, Jeff James, 
Roger Landis, Binnie Ann Masters, Brent Maxwell, Ron McCarty Dave McDonald, 
Charlie Menker, Cindy Morehead, Judd Paul, Don Recchiuti, Alan Potts, Skip Salome, 
Chuck Smith, Brent Tincher, Greg Tordoff, Denny Thorsell, Mike Vargo, and Randy 
Wilson.  
 
Absent Directors: Kelli Diaz, Ed Dingledine, Shawn Flarida, Bob Hexter, Randy Jacobs, 
Fritz Leeman, Todd Salome, Dan Trein and Shane Watson. 
 
President Chris Darnell called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Introduction of Guests 
Kristine Nagy, Brian Cox, Reece Clason, Jill Cullinan and Ted Handel were introduced 
as guests. 
 
Minutes 
Elizabeth Gorski made a motioned to accept the September minutes.  2nd by Brent 
Maxwell. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Vic Clark presented the October Financial Statements.  The 2013 net income is  
$ 1,728,693.40 compared to 2012 of $ 885,613.56. Vic stated that a variance report was 
mailed with the finance reports and asked for questions. Vic also stated that this will be 
the most successful year financially for Ohio Quarter Horse Association. 
 
Tri-Chairmen Report   
Scott Myers reported the 2013 Congress: 
 
There were significant changes in several areas with the focus on quality of the horse 
show, while making things run more efficiently and economically. 
 
Congress Computer Program 

• The Congress program re-write was supposed to be completed in December of 
2012; however, that was not a viable option.  In 2013, we continued to make 
strides to develop the functionality of the program.  There were some wireless 
issues at the Congress, but overall the program was able to function effectively. 
The split and call back procedure was a major improvement within the program 
that will continue to be enhanced. We identified that with the new software, there 
were hardware components that needed to be added.  There were tablets and 
screens added throughout Congress. 
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Online Ticket Sales 

• Overall, this was a successful new process.  There were fees for this service that 
were passed on to the consumer at the time of purchase.  We were able to sell 
sponsors for the tickets and accumulate email addresses for most patrons. 

 
PBR 

• The Bull Ride was not going to happen this year at Nationwide Arena, so the Tri 
Chair decided to pursue the opportunity to have it back at the Congress.  It was a 
great revenue producing event. 

 
Freestyle Reining 

• Freestyle Reining was another very successful event this year.  Weaver Leather 
came on board to be a named sponsor. The introductory performance by Stacey 
Westfall and the half time performance by Shawn and Sam Flarida were very well 
received. 

 
Live Feed 

• There was a new company offering the live feed and new videographer as well. 
Working with these entities, we were able to generate approximately $ 20,000 in 
advertising on the live feed that was proportionately divided between the 3 
entities. 

 
Stall Assignments 

• The stall draw was done in the Richwood office for the first time. The final charts 
were published on our website. This proved to be very exhibitor friendly. 
 

Entries 
• 2013 had record numbers, starting with 18,644 regular entries. When Roping, 

Cutting and Racing are added, there were over 20,000 total entries which made 
this the largest Congress ever. 

 
 
Scott thanked the staff for all their work and dedication. 
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OHIO COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Annual Awards 
Jeff James reported that everything is on track for the year end awards 
 
Annual Banquet 
Candi Fites reported on the committee meeting held earlier in the day.  There was an ad 
ran in the Ohio News to “save the date” instead of the typical reservation form.  An 
invitation will be mailed to all Ohio members.  The final details of the banquet will be 
announced at the January meeting. 
 
Breeder’s Incentive 
Candi Fites reported that all checks have been mailed. 
 
Drug Task Force 
Dr. Dave McDonald reported that there were no positive Congress drug tests. 
 
Public Policy 
Skip Salome reported on the following initiatives: 
 
The parade and public official’s reception was a success again this year.  
 
There are meetings scheduled between the Ohio Expo Center and representatives from 
the Governor’s Office. 
 
Rules 
 
Third reading to amend Article V, Section 12 (page 5) 
…..Failure to attend two-thirds of the meetings will require said Board Member to 
relinquish their position on the Board. Extenuating circumstances can be appealed to 
the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee will make a recommendation to 
the Board. The Board of Directors decision is final. 
Brent Tincher made a motion to approval the rule change. 2nd by Greg Tordoff.  
MOTION PASSED. RULE CHANGE APPROVED. 
 
Second Readings to amend Article III  - Page 1 
Section 1. Each partnership or association as well as each individual person or a 
corporation shall pay dues of $20.00 $25.00 annually.  Family memberships are available 
at a fee of $40.00 $60.00.  A family membership includes parents and all youth age 18 
years and younger residing in the same household.  (One magazine per family 
membership). Life membership shall be $150.00 $250.00 but no additional dues shall be  
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assessed.  Dues, eligibility and membership application for Ohio Quarter Horse Youth 
Association shall be governed by the Constitution and By-Laws of the Ohio Quarter 
Horse Youth Association. 
 
OQHYA Constitution and Bylaws, Article II - Page 16 
Section 2. Annual membership fee shall be $10.00 $15.00 due January 1st of the calendar 
year; membership to be effective when the application and fee is received in the OQHA 
Office during regular business hours.  Points will start the day the show secretary, at an 
approved OQHA show, receives the application and fee and so notes on the application 
the date received. 
 
Article V - Page 19 (selection of teams representing OQHYA) 
Section 1. The point system for selection of teams will be as follows: There will be (30) 
points maximum awarded for each class. Points will be awarded on the basis of (1) point 
for each horse the exhibitor defeats plus one point for the exhibitor up to 9 places. The 
person’s best 10 shows in the qualifying period will count, subject to the requirements of 
placing in a minimum of three shows and accumulating at least 10 points in the 
qualifying period for the AQHYA National Finals. Membership on AQHYA National 
Finals shall be exclusive to OQHYA youth members residing in Ohio and hardship cases.  
Membership on the All-American Quarter Horse Congress Team shall be exclusive to 
OQHYA youth members residing in Ohio.  
 (a)It is also required for youth to participate and meet current year fundraiser 
requirements as well as attend at least two (2) OQHYA board meetings between January 
1 and  July 1 of the current year in order to participate on the AQHYA National Finals 
team and/or the Congress team.  
 (a)The Ohio National Youth Team will be made up of any Ohio Youth who 
have met the national requirements or the state requirements to compete at the 
AQHYA World Show.  The Ohio Quarter Horse Association will pay for stall and 
entry fees to the AQHYA World Show for all Ohio National Youth Team Members.  
OQHA will limit payment of entry and stall fees to one horse, per event, per 
exhibitor, unless a specific event allows for the exhibitor to show more than one 
horse in that event.  The OQHA may choose to give a stipend to National Youth 
Team Members to help with expenses.  To be eligible to receive entry fees, stall fees, 
and stipend, youth are required to attend at least two OQHYA board meetings 
between January 1 and July 1 of the current year.   
 (b)AQHYA National Finals team members meeting fundraiser requirements and 
attending the two (2) required meetings will receive the funds per exhibitor cash 
disbursement for stall fees and entries for up to 2 horses.  OQHA will NOT pay for the 
fees if more than one horse is qualified and entered in the same class, unless that specific 
class allows for exhibitor to show more than one horse.  Those qualifying nationally and 
current members of OQHYA may participate on the team, but would not receive the 
funds from the Association without meeting the required current year fundraiser and 
attending the two (2) required meetings.  
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 (b) To participate on the OQHA National Judging, Hippology, and Speech 
Teams, youth must attend at least two OQHYA board meetings between January 1 
and July 1 of the current year. The OQHA may choose to give a stipend to National 
Youth Team Members to help with expenses.  
 (c) To participate on the OQHA Congress Team, youth must attend at least 
two OQHYA board meetings between January 1 and July 1 of the current year. 
 (d) For the AQHYA National finals team, points will be counted from the 
Saturday & Sunday shows only of the SOQHA-sponsored Winter Circuit in March 
through May 31 inclusive. Any youth going to the AQHYA finals must have written 
approval from parent or guardian who will be responsible for the conduct of the youth. 
Current youth members interested in qualifying for a cattle event, working hunter, 
jumping, equitation over fences, and other classes not usually offered at regular shows or 
cannot meet the point requirement must declare their interest in competing at the 
AQHYA World Championship show on or before the date of March 1st, however, if such 
class(es) is/are offered six (6) or more times, participation in these classes will take 
precedence over the letter of declaration in determining who will be state representatives 
at the AQHYA World Championship show.  This letter of declaration should be sent to 
OQHA by way of certified mail with return receipt. OQHA will designate requirements 
to qualify for the above listed events. 
 
Section 2. Team standings and year standings will be published, and on the OQHA 
website.  
 
Additionally, the following proposed rule changes were given a first reading: 
Whistleblower Protection - ADD 
ARTICLE I - Page 1 
Section 3. Whistleblower Policy 

(a) OQHA encourages complaints, reports or inquiries about illegal practices or 
serious violations of the association’s policies, including illegal or improper con-
duct by the association itself, by its leadership, or by others on its behalf. Appro-
priate subjects to raise under this policy would include financial improprieties, 
accounting or audit matters, ethical violations, or other similar illegal or im-
proper practices or policies. 
(b) OQHA prohibits retaliation by or on behalf of the association against offic-
ers, board members or volunteers for making good faith complaints, reports or 
inquiries under this policy or for participating in a review or investigation under 
this policy. This protection extends to those whose allegations are made in good 
faith but prove to be mistaken. OQHA reserves the right to take any appropriate 
action against persons who make bad faith, knowingly false, or vexatious com-
plaints, reports or inquiries or who otherwise abuse this policy. 
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(c) Complaints, reports or inquiries may be made under this policy on a confi-
dential or anonymous basis. They should describe in detail the specific facts 
demonstrating the bases for the complaints, reports or inquiries. They should be 
directed to OQHA’s President or; if that person is implicated in the complaint, 
report or inquiry, it should be directed to any officer of the association. OQHA 
will conduct a prompt, discreet and objective review or investigation. Officers, 
board members or volunteers must recognize that the association may be unable 
to fully evaluate a vague or general complaint, report or inquiry that is made 
anonymously. 

 
Article V -Board of Directors Page 5 
Section 13. The Board of Directors shall have the power and authority to make, amend, 
repeal and enforce such rules and regulations, not contrary to law or the Certificate of 
Incorporation or these By-Laws, as they may deem expedient concerning the conduct, 
management and activities of the Association, the admission, classification, suspension 
and expulsion of members, removal of officers, the rules and regulations governing the 
procedure of such suspension and expulsion and removal, the fixing and collecting of 
dues and fees, the conducting of shows, contests, exhibitions, races, sales and social 
functions and other details relating to the general purposes of the Association, all, 
however, subject to revision or amendment by the members at any membership meeting, 
provided the revision or amendment shall have been mailed to all members at least five 
(5) days in advance of the meeting. Any changes in rules or regulations adopted 
during any year will be effective on January 1 of the following year, or at an earlier 
date should it appear imperative for the well-being of the Association, and the 
earlier effective date has been approved by a super majority (2/3 or 66%) of the 
Directors present at the meeting where the vote is called for.  Membership will be 
notified of any rule or regulation changes prior to their implementation.   
 
ARTICLE XII – OHIO POINT SYSTEM FOR ANNUAL AWARDS 
Section 1. Proposed rule change to amend third paragraph as such: 
The point year shall be from the Saturday and Sunday shows only of the Southern Ohio 
Quarter Horse Association approved winter circuit in March through and including the 
final day of September in each calendar year, provided, however, that no weekday show 
except shows held on national holidays and summer shows held between June 1 and 
August 30 shall count for state points and team points. Points from shows held on March 
31st and April 1st, May 31st and June 1st, July 31st and August 1st, and September 30th and 
October 1st when they fall on Saturday and Sunday, and when these shows are held in the 
split-combined format, will count for state points and team points. 
 
Section 2. Subject to the provisions of the rules, any American Quarter Horse 
Association approved shows held in Ohio, in accordance with the Ohio point year and 
held on Saturdays, Sundays, or national holidays falling on a weekday, are approved for 
points by the Ohio Quarter Horse Association, except those shows denied approval under  
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rules adopted by the Board of Directors of OQHA. Show management has the option of 
holding some classes the afternoon or evening before their approved show date(s) 
provided per AQHA rules and those classes held on the prior day will be approved 
for OQHA points.   OQHA will approve only two shows within the state on a particular 
day, including fairs and All-Youth shows, providing that one of the shows is an all novice 
show or that two existing shows would fall on the same day due to calendar year change 
or extenuating circumstances. New shows will not be approved for points if held on the 
same day as an existing show unless the new show is an all novice show. All Special 
Events, AQHA Introductory Shows, and new shows must request show approval from the 
OQHA Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of OQHA may deny or approve any 
show based on recommendations or findings of its Horse Show Advisory Committee. 
 
CONGRESS STEERING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
NYATT 
Don Recchiuti reported that the committee met and proposed eligibility changes to the 
NYATT rules.  Discussion followed and the matter was tabled until a written copy of the 
rules can be submitted to the entire Board of Directors.  See attached 
 
ASSOCIATION REPORTS 
NOQHA 
The Northern Ohio banquet is scheduled for January 24, 2014. 
 
EOQHA 
The Turkey Circuit will be held this coming weekend at the Champion Center in 
Springfield. 
 
OAQHA 
The 2013 Pancake Breakfast was a big success.  The Amateurs will focus on community 
service projects such as donating money to Toys for Tots and volunteering at the Flying 
Horse Farm. 
 
New Business 
Skip Salome made a motion to not have a December Board meeting.  2nd by Ron 
McCarty.  Motion passed. 
 
Binnie Ann Masters made a motion to donate the proceeds of Puppy Alley to the Shane 
Pope family.  2nd by Rod Atherton.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned to Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Barb Benedum 
Recording Secretary 


