
Justice-involved females, like males, face a host of 
challenges when they leave jail or prison and return to 
their communities. However, the current systems do 
not always address the specific challenges faced by  
women. For example, while many justice-involved  
females struggle with both substance abuse and mental 
health problems – often linked to their history of  

physical or sexual abuse beginning in childhood and 
extending into adulthood – most state and local  
reentry programs lack a significant trauma-informed 
behavioral health component. And while a primary 
consideration for many justice-involved women who are 
mothers is to determine why and how to successfully 
reestablish a relationship with their children when they 
leave prison, most state and local systems are not  
focused on supporting this important aspect of reentry. 
These and many other factors point to the need to  
better identify effective strategies to help women  
overcome these challenges as they transition to  
their communities.

• The Department of Health and Human Services  
 (HHS), in conjunction with other Reentry Council  
 agencies and community partners, sponsored a two- 
 day conference, “Meeting the Reentry Needs of  
 Women: Policies, Programs, and Practices.” The  
 conference brought together researchers, practitioners, 
 federal employees, and advocates to discuss how  
 federal, state, and local systems can work to improve  
 reentry outcomes for women.

•  In 2012, the Department of Labor (DOL) funded  
 grants to provide employment and support services  
 to justice-involved females using a comprehensive  
 case management strategy. Nine grants were   
 awarded – seven serving adults and two serving 
 youth. Additional grants will be funded in 2013.

•  HHS has commissioned a research review on justice-  
 involved women to help inform the development of  
 interventions designed to promote healthy relationships 
  and successful reentry for this population. The  
 research review will examine characteristics, pathways,  
 and the evidence base for interventions.

•  Reentry Council agencies have convened seven 
 listening sessions across the country to hear from  
 service providers and justice-involved women on  
 the challenges and successes of returning to their  
 communities and families. These listening sessions  
 will provide input for materials being developed for  
 service providers and women reentering the 
 community from prisons and jails.
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The Cabinet-level Reentry Council is working to enhance community safety and well-being, assist those returning from prison 
and jail becoming productive citizens, and save taxpayers dollars by lowering the direct and collateral costs of incarceration



Increase Information and Resources Available 
to Meet the Needs and Challenges Facing  
Justice-Involved Women

Reentry Council agencies are working together to identify 
new opportunities to improve outcomes for justice-
involved women. In addition to funding opportunities, 
policy guidance, regional collaboration, and outreach 
related to access to health care are being pursued.

Identify and Address Barriers to Successful 
Reentry for Women

Through listening sessions and expert consultations,  
Reentry Council agencies are identifying barriers that 
justice-involved women face during the reentry process 
and are developing topical resource materials for service 
providers and for women reentering their communities.

Increase Evidence-Based and Research-Informed 
Program Practices

In addition to the HHS-funded research review on 
justice-involved women (due to be completed in the 
fall of 2013), Reentry Council agencies are working 
together to identify opportunities that would facilitate 

the development of evidence-based and research- 
informed practices and to ensure that information 
about such practices is widely disseminated.

Develop a Public-Private, Cross-Discipline 
Communications Network

Reentry Council agencies are working together to  
add more community-based programs that serve 
justice-involved women to the National Institute of 
Correction (NIC) searchable directory, build a database 
of intermediary networks that focus on improving  
outcomes for justice-involved women, and develop 
a communications network that links the public and 
private program providers, intermediary networks,  
and federal partners in order to improve the flow of 
critical information about policy and practice related  
to justice-involved women.

Reentry Council
http://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/projects/firc/

National Reentry Resource Center 
 http://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/

National Institute of Corrections
http://nicic.gov/WomenOffenders

National Resource Center on Justice-Involved Women
http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/

SAMHSA’s Gains Center for Behavioral Health and Justice Transformation
http://gainscenter.samhsa.gov/topical_resources/women.asp

Key Resources (Women and Reentry)

Agenda Moving Forward

http://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/projects/firc/
http://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/
http://nicic.gov/WomenOffenders
http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/
http://gainscenter.samhsa.gov/topical_resources/women.asp

