
 

 AQHA AFFILIATE NEWS Summer 
2021 

 
 

Affiliate Advisory 
Board:  

 
Region 1 

Lisa Gardner 
 AK, ID, OR, WA 

 
Region 2 

 Lori Bucholz  
MT, NE, ND, SD, WY 

 
Region 3 

 Bill Horton  
IL, IA, MN, MO, WI 

 
Region 4  

Brent Maxwell   
IN, KY, MI, OH, WV 

 
Region 5  

Larry Jaynes  
DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA, VA 

 
Region 6 

 Wanda Lounder  
CT, ME, MA, NH, VT 

 
Region 7  

Marty Simper  
AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT 

 
Region 8  

Dawn Forest  
CO, KS, NM, OK, TX 

 
Region 9  

Dr. Steve Osborne  
AL, AR, LA, MS, TN 

 
Region 10  

Gale Little – Chair  
FL, GA, NC, SC 

 
Region 11  

Nacho 
Mendiguren 
International 

 
 

No hour of life is wasted 
that is spent in the saddle.  

  
-Winston Churchill 
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Greetings All! 

I trust that you are having a wonderful summer! It 
has been a busy show season with good 
participation. The ultimate goal for our exhibitors, 
owners, family members, trainers and friends is to 
have a great experience at your show or event 
and have fun.   

 

 

We all know that everyone chooses his or her recreation, whether it is 
boating, camping, baseball games or one of the countless other ways to 
spend their free time with their families.  The fact is, we want people to 
choose the Quarter Horse.  We want them to join our affiliates to enjoy this 
unique fellowship with other families and friends with a shared interest. We 
enjoy showing our horses but there’s great value in the fact that our shows 
also have fun activities, such as cookouts, dog races, wacky showmanship, 
and more ways to connect exhibitors to one another.  Our shows have gotten 
larger with the addition of so many classes, so making time for mixers and 
moments to mingle isn’t always easy. But it is always important! 

My love for horses started when I was very young, and I had my first pony. 
When I was a teenager, I fell in love with Quarter Horses and my passion for 
horse showing began at open shows and then evolved to Quarter Horse 
shows. I became involved in my affiliate when I was invited to join and be a 
part of a group. Now, almost 4 decades later, I am still involved to this day.  I 
have life-long friends that I made along the way and being part of an affiliate 
was the best choice for my family and me.  The sense of community that my 
affiliate has facilitated over the years is priceless. 

I challenge each of you to remember your first experiences showing your 
horse and think about what it meant to you then and what it means to you 
now.  What made you get involved initially and become engaged with your 
affiliate?  What memories have you made that are priceless? How can you 
be a part of creating that for other families? 

Let’s make it a goal to continue to invite people to join us and ignite their 
love for your affiliate and the amazing ways that it can make an impact on 
their lives! 

 Enjoy your shows and bring on the fun!!!! 

Regards,  

Gale 
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AQHA Horseback Riding Program can benefit AQHA Affiliates 
 BY BILL HORTON - Affiliate Advisory Board Region 3 Representative

AQHA affiliates can find many benefits from creating a horseback riding program 
for their members. A state or province can mirror the AQHA program to utilize 
AQHA’s documentation and record-keeping. 

Hosting a trail ride is a great way to attract people to a horseback riding program. 
Recreational riders are a primary target group. They already enjoy their time in the 
saddle. You can just offer them a reward system for those hours they are already 
enjoying. 

The addition of a program targeting recreational riders has many benefits to offer affiliates. It promotes 
time with a horse, time with friends, and making new friends.  

New members bring membership dues. They can be possible new volunteers to become active in your 
association. New members can mean more attendees to your affiliate awards banquet. 

Share the love for the equine lifestyle. Anything with horses is good for us all. I have seen a recent TV 
commercial that suggests that a woman’s retirement dream is a horse. I can’t tell you what the 
commercial is selling but to me it’s selling a horse.  

I encourage all our affiliates to look at creating a horseback riding program within their association. 

Affiliate members receive more benefit for their membership dollars if they choose to participate in the 
HBR program along with their showing or other affiliate activities. 

Suggestions for Success: 

• Include an All-Breeds division. It may create a transition for people to own an AQHA-registered
horse.

• Implement an annual fee for the program to help make it sustainable.
• Select and present awards that will promote your affiliate as well as entice the member to

continue or to increase their participation.

Host an organized trail ride. It’s simple, this is our market. Affiliates are putting on horse shows to get 
members that participate in showing. Host one or more trail rides and you’ll find members that are 
interested in recreational riding.  

To find more information on the AQHA Horseback Riding Program visit the AQHA website.

Remember to submit your MVP Nominations by September 15, 2021. 

If you need anything, please email me - sspears@aqha.org or call me at (806) 378-4712. 

https://www.aqha.com/trail-riding/trail-riding-overview



