
PHILIPPIANS

WEEK 2, DAY 2

Living like a citizen of heaven
Do you have what you need for today?
1. Your Bible
2. A notebook
3. Something to write with

Start today’s lesson by asking God to  
help you understand His Word.



Citizenship isn’t something we typically think a lot about. You’re a citizen 
of the country you were born in. You can also become a citizen of another 
country by applying and meeting all the requirements.

Being a citizen comes with expectations. For example, being a citizen of 
the Unites States comes with an expectation to uphold the constitution 
and to obey the laws of our country. When you apply for citizenship, you 
have to be able to show yourself a person of good moral conduct.

As a junior higher, I often thought it would be cool to 
be from Australia. Think about it…

• Cool accents
• Laid back people
• Everybody surfs
• They know how to throw boomerangs 
• And I’m pretty sure everybody has a pet 

kangaroo (how awesome is that!?)

In Australia, the water swirls down the toilet in the opposite direction it 
does here. They have the best beaches. There is the Sydney Opera House. 
They host the World Championships of cockroach racing. They even have 
a giant pink lake.

But even as a citizen of Australia, you are expected to live a certain way. 
There are responsibilities as a citizen to obey the law. You are expected to 
serve and defend the things important to Australians. As a citizen, you are 
required to live a certain way. No matter where your citizenship is, there is 
a right way to live.

Today, as we look at Philippians, we will see that Paul lays out expectations 
for the Philippians to live a certain way. He isn’t concerned about their 
citizenship in Philippi. Paul is concerned about their citizenship in heaven. 
Paul wants to remind the Philippians of their citizenship as believers. He 
wants to remind them of the way in which they should be living. We can 
learn a lot about how we are supposed to be living as citizens of the 
kingdom of God.

Today’s Big Idea: As a citizen of heaven, I 
need to live like I believe the gospel.



Philippians 1:27-30 

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel 

of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am 

absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm 

in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel,
28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 

This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of 

your salvation, and that from God.
29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer 

for his sake,
30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and 

now hear that I still have.

Weekly Word Challenge 

This week, you’re memorizing Philippians 2:3. Try to fill 
in the blanks and then write the whole verse again in 

your notebook.

Do ________ from selfish ______ or conceit, but in 
______ count others more _______ than yourselves.

You should write it from your Bible into your 
notebook.

v. 27 let your 
manner of life 
be worthy: Paul 
was emphasizing 
living like a 
Christian. The 
Philippians were 
to live worthy 
of their faith in 
obedience to the 
Word of God.

v. 28 clear sign: 
living in unity with 
other believers 
and displaying 
the love of Christ 
by the way you 
live is a reminder 
to unbelievers 
that they are 
enemies of God.

v. 29 granted: God 
is the one who 
gives faith and 
also the one who 
brings suffering. 
Both are from God 
for our good and 
His glory.



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
What do you think standing firm (v. 27) is all about? As you study 
God’s Word, it is REALLY important to slow down and think about 
what is being said. If you need help, mom or dad could be a great 

place to start. Study Bibles are a great tool as well, and our pastor’s 
is one of the best! Look up what he says and then write out a 
sentence like you were explaining it to another junior higher.

YOUTH PASTOR OBSERVATIONS 
As we come to the end of Philippians 1, Paul has already covered a 
lot of ground. This is a letter of joy and a letter of thankfulness, all 

centered around the gospel.
• We have learned what it means to be a Christian (vs. 1–2).
• We have been challenged with God’s way and the right way to think and 

feel about friends we have in Christ. There should be joyful unity in your 
relationships (vs. 3–8).

• We learned that our lives are to glorify God most of all (vs. 9–11).
• We were challenged with the truth that true and lasting joy is only found in 

Christ (vs. 12–18).
• We learned that our purpose is to live for Christ. We are to live our lives for 

the spread of the gospel and the glory of Jesus’ name, not our own (vs. 
19–26).

Paul has been teaching. So much teaching! And now, like he is catching his 
breath, Paul is instructing the Philippians with what to do with what he has been 
saying. Look at verse 27.

That word “only” is Paul’s way of highlighting this sentence. He wants to make 
sure we don’t miss the point. It’s his way of saying this is really important. Paul is 
giving them some practical illustrations of how to live. This is too crucial to miss. 
He wants them to know how to put into practice everything that he has been 
saying. Paul says, “You need to live worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Paul wanted the Philippians to live in light of the gospel, and God wants the 
same for you and me. If you are a true believer, then God wants you to live your 
life completely impacted by the gospel. He wants you to live like it’s changed 
you. And if you’re saved, it totally has!



The gospel is precious to Paul. He never got over it. Paul never really got over the 
fact that Jesus died for him and paid the price for his sin. Paul was overwhelmed with 
the truth that Jesus saved him!

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Read Paul’s words in 1 Timothy 1:12–17. Rewrite these verses with your 
name in Paul’s place. You should read it through (at least once) before 
you move on.

Paul thought that there was no one worse than him. It made the gospel message so 
much sweeter. That thought made the mercy that Jesus showed him unforgettable. 
The grace that God showed him drove Paul to never be bored with the gospel. Living 
as a citizen of heaven means you have to actually be one. This is where it has to 
start. It also means once you are, that you never stop thinking about it. You need to 
remind yourself often of the realities of God’s saving work in your life.

Forgetfulness is one of the greatest enemies of your relationship with God. Remind 
yourself of the gospel every single day. We need to think about it the way Paul 
did here. I’m a sinner, God is holy. Our relationship with God is wrecked, and only 
through Christ can there be forgiveness. Only through the cross can my relationship 
with God be what He intended it to be.

In Philippians 3:20, Paul says to the believers at Philippi that their citizenship is in 
heaven. This word citizenship is the same word used here in 1:27 for life. We need 
to think of “citizen” like a verb. It’s not, but because I’m writing this, I can break the 
rules. Paul wants these believers to know that they need to citizen a certain way. 
They need to citizen in a way that is worthy of the gospel.

Their true citizenship is not as a Roman. It’s not Jew or Gentile. They belong to heaven.

They need to live in a way that is different than the world around them. They are to 
live like someone who has been completely changed. They may be from Philippi, but 
they now have citizenship somewhere else. They are citizens of heaven.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
You need this reminder because the world is so GOOD at pulling you 
away from living in light of the gospel. Do you remember a passage  
from James that can help you think about resisting worldliness? Read 
James 4:4, Romans 12:2, and Colossians 3:1–2. Where does the battle  
with worldliness begin?



It’s not enough to say that we need to live like we believe the gospel. In order to 
do it well, Paul gives us some help. Let’s quickly look at four actions that help us 
understand what Paul is talking about.

1. STAND firm for Christ.
Verse 27 tells us we can’t waiver back and forth all the time. To stand firm means 
to be firmly committed in what you believe. It means to have conviction. It 
means you believe in it and aren’t going to budge away from it no matter what. 
It means you aren’t just a Christian on Sunday morning at church. You stand firm 
all the time.

2. STRIVE for the faith of the gospel.
Still in verse 27, Paul tells the Philippians to strive side by side. It means to work 
hard, and there is a sense of athletics and military in this word, too. To strive 
means to go for it and never back down. You go all out. You work hard and 
you train with serious intensity. We are to live the same way for the gospel. We 
should be striving to tell others about it. You should want people to know that 
Jesus is real and that the gospel has forever changed you.

• You’re going to go all out.
• You’re going to make sacrifices.
• You’re going to give up some of your time.
• You’re going to give your life away so that others can hear the gospel.

3. LIVE in unity.
There are unmistakable elements of unity in verse 27 as well. If you’re going 
to live like the gospel is real, then you will live a life of unity with others. That’s 
what one spirit and one mind is all about. Unity. We’re gonna push pause on this 
topic, because Paul is preparing us for his thoughts on unity in Philippians 2.

4. SUFFER well.
In verse 29, Paul says this amazing little phrase about gifts. We’re given two 
things by Jesus. The first, and it’s awesome, it’s granted to you that you get to 
believe in the gospel. In other words, God gives you grace to believe in the truth. 
It’s given to you. It is granted to you that you stop being blind and start to see 
the gospel for the truth that it is. And that’s a great gift. But Paul also says that 
its’ given to you that you suffer for his sake. Hmmm…the gift of suffering?! Um, 
no thank you! Did you include a gift receipt? I’d like to return it! But Suffering is a 
gift and we need to suffer well. Why?

• It’s God’s will (1 Peter 4:19, 2 Timothy 3:12)
• It’s also a good thing



Look at verse 28. Paul says not to shrink back from those who oppose you. 
Don’t be afraid of what comes for you as a Christian. Yes, you won’t be the 
most popular. You won’t be included in everything. You risk being called 
names and being made fun of. But verse 28 says that’s going to be a sign. 
It’s a sign of their destruction and a sign of your salvation. When you live as 
a citizen of heaven, it bothers people that you stand firm. It bugs them that 
you have convictions in your faith and that you won’t stoop down to their 
level and get involved in their sin.

When you stand firm and strive to tell others about the gospel, it reminds 
unbelievers that God is real. And it’s also a good thing for you because it 
is meant to remind you that you’re saved. When you get persecuted for 
being a Christian, be glad that God is trying to affirm in your life that you 
are in fact a CITIZEN of heaven.

Is it fun? Nope! It’s tough, but it’s worth it. I say that because Jesus does.

Matthew 5:10–12
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.”

Don’t be surprised by suffering when it comes. Don’t go looking for it 
either. Don’t suffer for the wrong stuff. Paul says to suffer for Jesus’ sake. 
Don’t suffer because you interrupt every conversation with Bible verses. 
Don’t suffer for being rude and unloving. Suffer for the gospel because you 
believe it and you know how badly the lost need it!

What did you learn?
Citizens of heaven should live like they believe the gospel. 
Christians should live like their lives have been completely 
changed. Stand firm in obedience to Christ. Strive to tell  
the lost what Christ has done in your life, live in unity,  
and suffer well when persecution comes.



Give Me More!
Read through Titus 2:11–14. Write down as many benefits as you can 
find of salvation’s impact on your life. Why should being a citizen of 
heaven change the way you live here and now?

Walking Wisely
When you think about Paul’s instruction of living like a citizen 
(especially one who believes the gospel), where do you see 
yourself falling short? Is it your actions? Is it your evangelism? 
Could you improve in the way you deal with suffering for 
being a Christian? Take a minute and think of how you can 
start to improve in this area today. Write down the steps you 
need to take and ask God for help!



Talking to God
Don’t end your time without spending a few minutes in prayer!

• Let God know how thankful and grateful you are for your salvation. Are you 
amazed that He saved you?

• Pray for the believers around the world who are suffering greatly because 
of their faith. Ask God to provide for their needs and to comfort them as 
only He can.

• Ask God to help you become a citizen of Heaven if you aren’t one. If you 
are, ask for help to live like it. Seek forgiveness where you need to, and pray 
for growth to citizen well.


