
PHILIPPIANS

Curiosity is an interesting thing. 
Sometimes it' s good to be curious, 

sometimes it' s bad.
I am a curious person. I always have been. When there was something that 
I became curious about, I just had to know how it worked. Especially when I 
was in Junior High.

My curiosity wasn’t always a good thing. A story is usually helpful—I remember 
being somewhere with my mom in the car, and she had to go to the bank. It 
was cool because there was usually candy involved.

That particular day is forever cemented in my mind. As I sat in the passenger 
seat, hoping for Skittles, I noticed something intriguing. There was something I 
was so curious about.

It was something called the cigarette lighter. Praise the Lord they don’t put 
these in cars anymore. They were a wicked little contraption that used to be in 
the place where most people now have a phone charger. I feel old.

Anyway, I pushed that little gadget in…and a few moments later, it 
sprung back out. Wow, I was so intrigued. My mom said, “Don’t play with 
that. It’s very hot! Leave it alone.”

I began to be curious. So curious.

How did it work? What was it that made it get hot? How did it spring 
back out? What was this magical contraption? So many questions!



What I was most curious about was this...how HOT did it get??? You can tell 
where this is going…

While my mom was nice and distracted with the banking, I casually reached 
down and pushed that cigarette lighter in again…and waited patiently. 
Somehow, I found a new level of ninja-stealth mode and was able to get it out 
of its little holder without her noticing. As I looked at it, it was glowing. It was 
so red and pretty. I remember thinking, “How hot can it really be?” And so, I 
touched it.

Turns out, it was very hot.

I put it back into its holder, and I held my finger in enormous pain. I tried to 
act like a man. I tried to keep in the tears. When we got home, I ran to the 
bathroom. I held my already blistered finger under cold water. It was the only 
thing that brought relief. I cried like a baby (no offense to the babies).

Curiosity got the best of me.

Today, I’m wondering if you’re the curious type. I’m wondering if you’ll be a little 
more curious than usual as we start a new study—not “burn your finger” curious 
like I was…that was really dumb curiosity! But I’m wondering if you will be curious 
about this new series. Being curious about the Bible is a good curiosity.

It’s not always easy to be curious about things that seem uninteresting. But 
I’m telling you that this letter is worth being curious about. It’s a letter written 
from a man in prison. It’s a letter addressed to a church in Phillipi. That’s not 
Philadelphia, by the way. This letter has been copied and preserved so that you 
could know what it says. It’s a letter that we ARE supposed to read and it’s a 
letter that we are meant to be curious about.

I want you to be curious about this letter to the Philippians. This is 
a letter that you should be intrigued with. This is a letter that you 
should be interested in. You should be so curious to understand it 
and to know why God wants you to be curious about it.

Let me see if I can help you be a little more curious.



1. Be curious to learn about real joy.
This one is pretty great, as reasons go. This is a letter that is fixed on joy, and 
that’s something that a junior higher really needs. You need your life to be 
centered and fixed on real joy. Joy like that can only be found in the gospel. It 
can only be found in a life that has asked, “What must I do to be saved?” It can 
only be found in a life that says, “I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to save me 
from my sin!”

There is everlasting joy to be had in salvation! There is indescribable joy in the 
freedom we have in Christ. It’s freedom from sin, guilt, wrath, and death. I want 
you to be curious about this book, because I want you to fully understand the 
gospel. I want to eliminate any and all confusion that you may have about 
salvation. I want you to know and love the gospel, and for it to fill your life with 
joy as it has mine. Philippians will teach you about this joy.

2. Be curious to be strengthened in your faith, 
especially when it comes to prayer.

Short and sweet, this letter can teach us a lot about prayer, if we pay attention.

3. Be curious to grow as a believer.
This letter is a great challenge for young people. It will reveal how prideful you 
are. It will confront you with how much you love yourself more than others. It will 
show you what real faith and obedience look like. It will remind you how to win 
in your fight against worldliness.

If you’re curious enough to study this book, you’ll learn what a good reputation 
is all about. You’ll be faced with fighting anxiety in your life with prayer, rather 
than trying to fix everything yourself. You will be challenged in your thought life 
and areas of your life where discontentment tends to creep in a little too much. 
You will learn about having confidence in Christ.

This letter can change your life, if you’ll let it.

I hope you’re curious!

Pastor Jay


