
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 5, Day 3 

Is Suffering God’s Will?

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!

Question: Have you ever been treated 
wrongly for doing the right thing? Ever been 

teased for going to church?



Expect suffering and respond rightly!

James has been helping us understand that you are 
either living your life GOD’S WAY or YOUR WAY. Only 
one of you can be in charge. It is either you…or God.

As a believer, you should be actively pursuing Christ. You 
should want to live with God in control. You should care 
more about His will for you, more than what you think is 
right, or easier, or more convenient.

Part of God’s will for you is that you be…
• Saved (1 Timothy 2:3)
• Spirit-Filled (Ephesians 5:17–18)
• Sanctified (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

If God has saved you, then He has filled you with His 
Spirit. Being Spirit-filled & sanctified is God helping you 
grow to be more like Jesus and less like you. If that is 
true of you, well, then you are going to be different.

You will be different from the world, and different from 
unbelievers. You will be different from those who only 
care about their will and could give a rip about anything 
God wants.

If you are living in accordance to God’s will, then you 
should know…
• You won’t fit in
• You won’t be accepted by the world
• You won’t be part of them, you will be very different

That is what you need to know as you turn the page to 
James 5.

Today’s Big Idea: As a believer, you should 
EXPECT to be treated unfairly, and you need 

to know how to respond rightly.



v.1 rich: these are 
not just wealthy 
people, but those 
who misuse their 
money in an evil 
way. They take 
advantage of 
people to make 
more money.

v. 2–3 rotted, 
moth-eaten, 
corroded: this 
points to the 
foolishness of 
caring about 
“stuff.” All earthly 
things will be 
worn out, can be 
stolen, can be 
lost, and will one 
day be destroyed.

v. 4 the Lord of 
Hosts: the One 
who hears the 
cries of the abused 
is God. God is the 
commander of the 
armies of angels.

James 5:1-6
   
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the 
miseries that are coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are 
moth-eaten.

3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their 
corrosion will be evidence against you and will 
eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure 
in the last days.

4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries 
of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts.

5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in 
self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts 
in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you.

Weekly Word Challenge
This week’s verse is pretty long. A few more words are gone. 
See if you can fill in the blanks without looking.

Memory Verse: James 4:14–15.
_______ is your _______? For _____ are a ______ that _____ 
for a _____ time and then _______. Instead ___ ought to say, 
“If the ______ wills, ______ will live and _____ this or that.

Now write the entire verse again in your notebook.



 I Have No Idea…

  Today’s word is condemned (v. 6).

What do you think this is about? Take a guess, 
and then look it up in a JMAC Study Bible. Write a 

sentence explaining it in your own words.

Observations from a Youth Pastor

As a believer you should EXPECT to be treated unfairly, 
and you need to know how to respond rightly.

I wonder if you can relate to being treated unfairly. The big word for 
this kind of treatment is oppression. It means to be treated cruelly. It is 
unjust and unfair treatment.

It’s like being punished for being obedient. You do your chores, and 
you have to go to bed early. You’re nice to your brother, and you lose 
video games for a week. You get the idea.

James is mentioning a very difficult circumstance that these believers 
were going through. This is a specific kind of trial. As James begins to 
draw his letter to a close, I believe he is returning to the subject that he 
began with.

You remember what it was?

James 1:2—”count it all joy my brothers when you meet trials of various 
kinds.”

James had some general things to say about trials, and now he is finally 
ready to talk about this one. And this one is tough. It is oppression 
from the rich. It was this unfair, undeserved, and cruel treatment from a 
wealthy, powerful, and evil group of people in the community.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

It’s good to think about suffering, even in JH. Why? Look up 1 
Peter 3:17 and write down what you can observe about suffering.



That’s right! Suffering is part of God’s will for your life, as well. This kind 
of treatment is impossible to avoid because:
• It’s not popular to go against the wicked culture
• It’s not cool in the world’s eyes to live doing what God thinks is right
• Resisting sin isn’t going to trend anytime soon

But God allows it anyway. It’s part of God’s will. Why? God allows us to 
suffer because it draws us closer to Him. 

And because it is likely that Christians will experience this at some point 
in their life, we need to know how to deal with it.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Read Mark 10:17–22. Even though this man did not commit the sin 
that James condemns here, he is still guilty of a sin. What is it?

James gives us two truths to think about when dealing with this unfair 
treatment. Let’s look at the first one today and the second one tomorrow.

1. Remember God is the true AVENGER!
When you read that word “avenger,” I know what happens…your mind 
goes here.
 

Those guys are the avengers in the movies.
• They are the ones who are getting justice
• They are the ones who are getting revenge
• They are the ones paying back the wrongs done…making things right

You want to be an avenger, don’t you?

Not only do you want to be like Captain America, but you also want to be 
an avenger in your own life.

Is it not true that when you are wronged, your first instinct and desire is 
to be avenged? When you are treated unfairly, you want justice! You want 
the situation made right!



You want that person to get what they deserve!

But you are not an avenger in real life. That is not your job; that is not 
what you are supposed to be doing. That is God’s job!

James knows that truth, and wants to remind these people here. He 
knows that they want justice and want things made right. And God 
knows that about you. He knows that you want and desire justice for 
the wrongs done against you.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
How does Romans 12:19–21 change your thinking about being  
an avenger?

Judgement will come against those who persecute God and who treat 
His people badly.

Just look at the text!
• miseries are coming against wicked people (v. 1)
• their corroded wealth is evidence against them (v. 3)
• there are cries against them (v. 4)
• they have condemned and murdered (v. 6)

You know, I think this situation is a lot like this—something happens at 
school or at practice. Some older kid treats you unfairly. They won’t let 
you do something, they spread a rumor about you, or they constantly 
pick on you…whatever. Well, if one of your classmates or teammates 
says, “Hey, don’t worry about it, OK...it will work out. Justice will be 
served.”

That isn’t really helpful, is it??

It would make you feel a lot better if your TEACHER or COACH, or the 
PRINCIPAL said, “I’m going to take care of it, OK. You have nothing to 
worry about. Justice will be served.”

That’s what this is here. Except, even better!

James reminds us that God himself, the JUDGE, is the one who says, 
“I know what’s happening, I see the oppression. I see the cruelty; I will 
take care of it. Justice will be served!”



What did you learn? 
As a believer you should EXPECT to be 

treated unfairly, and you need to know that 
God is the true avenger, not you.

Don’t forget who the true avenger is here. It’s not you…it’s God.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Can you love God and money at the same time? Can you think 
of any passages that support your answer?

These powerful people and corrupt rich people were more 
in love with money than anything else. The result was that these 
Christians were working in the fields of the rich to earn a wage and 
they weren’t being paid.

They needed this money to live. Without money to buy food, they 
were starving to death. The rich were getting their fields worked in 
and instead of paying, they would withhold payment to the point 
that some of these believers were dying.

These rich people were somehow manipulating justice. They 
somehow had the ability to do this and get away with it. The point is 
they had the ability to help and they didn’t.

They only cared about making more money. 

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Think about the things you own. How much value do you place 
on them?

Diggin’ Deeper



It’s easy to be tempted to be your own 
avenger for the wrongs done to you. 
Read Deuteronomy 32:35–39. What 
observations can you make about God in 
this passage?

Pray
Today is a good day to write out your prayer. You may want to 
begin by praising God for who He is as the one you can trust to 
make everything right!

• Read Matthew 6:19–24. Ask God to direct your heart to desire to please 
Him above anything else.

• Ask that God would give you wisdom as you study His Word to understand 
how to pursue Him to the fullest during these days of “extra time.”

• Thank God for His gospel! This is a salvation that will never wear out. It 
can never be stolen, and it will never be lost. There is nothing in all of 
creation that can undo what God has done for you in salvation! That’s 
pretty awesome!

Put It into Practice!
Colossians 3:1–4 is a really helpful reminder of the kind 
of things we should be thinking about. What can you 
put into practice today to think right about the future, 
and God as the avenger of the wrongs done to you 
(and the wrongs still to come)?


