
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 5, Day 1

Who Do You Think You Are?

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!

You’ve changed a lot in the last year. 
Besides getting taller and fighting 

the occasional pimple…
in what ways would you say  

you’ve changed most?



You need to remember who you are!

James’ letter calls Christians to examine their commitment to 
Christ. As we change, we need to remember who we are, not 
who we were.

Christians are sinners saved by God’s grace. Jesus paid for our 
sin with His life. The Bible says that all of us have sinned. We all 
fall short of the glory of God. Everyone falls short of the perfect 
and sinless relationship that Adam and Eve once enjoyed with 
God. Things are not like the garden of Eden anymore; things are 
NOT very good anymore (Genesis 1:31). We desperately need 
the salvation that Jesus offers in the gospel.

We have been learning the last few weeks that even for a 
Christian saved by the gospel, sin is still a powerful enemy. Sin 
has left its mark on us, and it left its stinky odor all over us. We 
are stained by sin’s wickedness. Some of it is our sin, some of it 
comes from others. Those stains will be there until Jesus washes 
them out once and for all in heaven (read Revelation 21:1–4).

It reminds me of this old pair of work jeans I had. I was staining 
a cabinet once, and some of the stain splashed onto my jeans. 
I washed those jeans, and even though they were clean…the 
stains were still there.

1 John 1:9 reminds us that Jesus will clean us from all our sin 
when we repent and trust in Him for salvation. You can know you 
are clean. You can know you are saved. But sin’s stain is still there 
until the day Jesus makes everything perfect again.

In our pursuit of Christ, we need to remember who we are as 
Christians. Sin doesn’t belong in our actions, in our thoughts, or 
in our words.

Today’s Big Idea: If I’m a Christian,  
then I need to live like it.



v. 11 speak evil: 
this is talking 
about someone 
in a way that 
slanders them. 
You ruin their 
reputation. You 
attack their 
character.

v. 12 one 
Lawgiver: this is 
God Himself. He 
is the supreme 
and ultimate 
judge. He gives 
the law and He 
upholds His law. 
Only God is 
worthy to judge.

James 4:11-12

   11 Do not speak evil against one 
another, brothers. The one who speaks 
against a brother or judges his brother, 
speaks evil against the law and judges 
the law. But if you judge the law, you 
are not a doer of the law but a judge.

12 There is only one lawgiver and 
judge, he who is able to save and to 
destroy. But who are you to judge your 
neighbor?

Weekly Word Challenge

Each week, you’re learning one verse and doing your best 
to memorize it. This week’s verse starts in 4:14 and goes 

through verse 15.

James 4:14–15
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”

You should write it from your Bible into your notebook.



 I Have No Idea…

What do you think being a judge of 
the law (v. 11) is all about?  

 
It’s all over these two verses. You know 
the drill by now. Take a guess and then 

figure out what it means.

Observations from a Youth Pastor

Is James still talking about words?!

How we speak must be really important, and also a potential 
problem area. James is still warning us about how we use our 

words. We need to remember who we are as believers, especially by the 
things we say.

James wants to remind you who you are as a Christian. Let’s look at the 
standards James uses to evaluate a person’s life.

1. Who you are compared to other Christians
2. Who you are compared to the Law
3. Who you are compared to God

First, let’s look at…

Who you are compared to other believers.
In verse 11, James says that we aren’t to speak evil against one another.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
What is it to speak evil against someone? 

The word we would use here for speaking evil against someone is slander. 
Slander means to say something about someone else that is really damaging 
to their reputation.

Let’s think about it this way: your words can change the way that someone 
thinks about someone else. That is power isn’t it? You could negatively 
change someone’s opinion about another junior higher, just by saying 
something about them.



And how do you slander someone?

You can talk about a million different things—something they do, something 
they wear, something someone says. You can slander someone by making fun 
of any one of those things.

But let me take it a little bit further. I believe James is driving at the worst kind 
of slander. The worst thing you could say about someone else is that you don’t 
think they’re a Christian!

This was the slander that was going on here in James’s letter. Which is why 
James keeps using that term “brothers.” It actually means brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

These believers thought so highly of themselves as they spoke that way about 
other believers. They were judging the sin in the lives of other believers and 
slandering one another.

It’s good to be worried about a Christian friend when their actions don’t  
match their claim to be a Christian. We should be willing to talk to our friends 
about it and do it with love and gentleness. But we don’t need to assume that 
they aren’t saved and then tell everyone else the same thing. It’s slander, and 
it’s wrong.

James says when you do that you act like a judge.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Read Matthew 7:1–5. What observations can you make about how the 
Bible views judging the sin of those around you?

Jesus calls us hypocrites when we judge the sin of others while ignoring our 
own sinfulness.
• Are we to help one another? Yes!
• Are we to identify sin in one another’s lives? Yes!
• Are we to judge one another, and decide who is saved and who isn’t? Not 

even a little bit!

We think so highly of ourselves, compared to other Christians…we think we 
know so much, and can see all the problems that other believers have, and yet 
we ignore the sin in our own life.

We need to remember the log-sized sin in our own life, before we go judging 
and slandering everyone else around us. Remember who you are!



James also wants you to compare yourself to the law.
The second half of verse 11 says that we speak against the law and judge 
the law, but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge 
of it.

Now James escalates it saying that when we judge others, we also speak evil 
against and judge the law.

What is this about? Well, James is trying to help you understand that doing 
this demonstrates you think you are above the Law of God.

What law is it that we violate here?

James 2:8—You are supposed to love your neighbor as you love yourself.

When you treat people how you shouldn’t or when you judge them even 
though you have no right to, you violate this law.

When you forget who you are as a Christian, you can…
• Think wrongly about other believers
• Think wrongly about God’s Word

And why would you stop there?? If God’s Word doesn’t really matter to you 
in this area of loving others, why would you not question it in other places?

Are you going to love God the way that you should?

When you slander, you act like a judge of the Law. You act like a judge of 
God’s Word and you act like you have authority over it according to James.

In fact, he uses the same word for slander here. People know that you’re a 
Christian, and your life makes people change their opinion of God’s Word. 
All by what you do and what you say.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
What do you think motivates someone to slander someone else?

You can remember who you are as a Christian by remembering…

Who you are compared to God.
Read verse 12 again.

If you place yourself above others as a judge, and you place yourself above 
the law as a judge, slander will lead you to place yourself above God as well.



If you think you are above God’s Word, then naturally you must think you 
are above God too.

Yet, James reminds you that there is but one Lawgiver and Judge…AND 
you are not Him.
• There is only one Creator. (And it’s not you.)
• There is only one who has given the Law. (It’s not you either.)
• There is only one who can perfectly apply that Law. (Still not you.)
• There is only one who is sovereign and in control of the universe. 

(You’re not even close.)
• There is only one who is capable and will judge every heart.  

(Nope, not you either.)

Slander against others leads us down a dangerous road. The first  
one down this path was actually the devil.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Read Isaiah 14:12–15. Here you can read about the attitude Satan 
had (and still has) towards God. What sort of observations can 
you make about what Satan wanted AND where it left him?

Satan wanted to be God. He wanted to be greater than God. He thought 
he was worthy of God’s worship.

Satan wanted to ascend to heaven, to raise his throne above the stars of 
God. Satan wanted to ascend ABOVE the heights of the clouds, to make 
himself like the Most High. He wanted to be equal with God, or even 
greater than God.

James ends this with a good question in verse 12. Who are you to judge 
your neighbor?

Who do you think you are?

If you’re a believer, you have no right to slander anyone, especially 
another believer!

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Read 1 Corinthians 6:9–11. How does this help you think about 
who you are WITHOUT Christ, and who you are WITH Christ?



Put It into Practice!
Think about the past couple of days and even the past week.
Can you think of times that you spoke in an evil manner? What 
is one thing you could do today to clean up your speech and 
speak about others in a way that honors Christ?

What did you learn? 
You need to remember who you are as a 
Christian. You’re not the judge for other 

believers and slander is a sign you’re starting 
to think you know better than God’s Word and 

God Himself.

Diggin’ Deeper
What is the opposite of hateful evil speech like slander? 
Can you find any passages that talk about what kind of 
words a believer should have?

Pray
You’ve heard from God through His Word. Now God wants to hear 
from you. Spend a few minutes talking to God. 

• Ask God to forgive you for any evil speech you’ve been using.
• Thank Jesus for how He continues to forgive you and is faithful to cleanse 

you from your sin.
• Continue to pray for wisdom to understand God’s Word.
• Pray that God would give you the wisdom you need to believe in the gospel. 

If you already have, praise God for the way He is working in your life.
• Pray that your commitment to pursue Christ during this time would grow.
• Pray for a family member or a friend who needs salvation. Ask God to save 

them and for you to be willing to share the gospel with them.


