
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 4, Day 2

Which Wisdom?

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!



A Christian pursuing Christ will reflect 
godly wisdom in their life.

Yesterday, we spent our time trying to understand the 
truth about wisdom. True wisdom begins with God. 
Wisdom is a heart changed by God to understand God’s 
expectations for our lives. Wisdom is understanding those 
expectations and trying to live that way.

An absence of God’s wisdom in your life is a HUGE 
problem. It’s a sign that you need to believe in the 
gospel. It’s a sign that you don’t have the “fear” of God 
that we talked about yesterday. Fearing God begins with 
worshipping Him because you believe that He is who He 
claims to be.

A lack of God’s wisdom also leads to every kind of evil 
practice. Without God’s wisdom, you have eternal trouble 
and you can expect a life of trouble, as well.

A big question to ask yourself is what kind of wisdom 
does your life reflect?

Today, let’s journey onward into James’ letter and learn 
about these two types of wisdom. There is a wisdom that 
is from above, and one that is not. There is a wisdom that 
is from God, and another type of wisdom that is fueled by 
the devil.

Today’s Big Idea is better as a Big Question: 
What type of wisdom does my life reflect?



v. 15 wisdom: ability 
to understand and 
live your life to 
God’s glory. Not 
your own. You 
understand how 
to live in a God-
honoring way.

v. 16 vile practice: 
actions that are 
good for nothing! 
Sinful actions 
done in a SELFISH 
manner.

v 17 pure: think of 
a brand new shirt 
without stains or 
that hasn’t faded 
from being worn. 
There is a desire 
for the truth and 
honor. There is a 
genuineness to 
do the right thing 
(God’s way).

v. 18 harvest of 
righteousness: 
good works 
that result from 
salvation. You 
could think of the 
fruit of the spirit 
mentioned in 
Galatians 5:22–23.

James 3:13-18
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By 
his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom.

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth.

15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice.

17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and 
good fruits, impartial and sincere.

18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace.

Weekly Word Challenge
Each week, I want you to meditate on one verse and do 
your best to memorize it. This week’s verse is James 4:8

See if you can fill in the blanks:

Draw near to ______, and ________ will draw near to _____. 
_______ your hands you sinners, and ______ your hearts, 

you double-minded.

Now write the entire verse again in your notebook.



 I Have No Idea…

What does James mean by impartial (v. 17)?

What does it mean? Same rules apply. Write out a guess 
in your notebook and then look up the answer. Try to think 

how you could explain this word to someone who was 
super lost (Study Bibles and parents are helpful, too).

Observations from a Youth Pastor
The way you live your life reveals a lot about you. James is 
at it again, this time talking about the wisdom we have. It is 
either from God or it’s not. Let’s look at the wrong kind of 
wisdom first.

1. Wisdom from Below
Read verses 14–16 again. James begins to describe this earthy wisdom 
by identifying its bitter jealousy.

What are envy and jealousy about? Envy is about being upset or 
discontent because of someone else’s accomplishments. In other 
words, you’re resentful of another’s success (probably because you 
wish you were like them or better than them).

Don’t forget these “wanna-be” teachers who saw what the real 
teachers of the church were accomplishing. They were filled with envy, 
they were filled with longing to be like them, and were discontent. 
They were unsatisfied with their lives and were jealous and desirous of 
what the real teachers had.

As if jealousy wasn’t bad enough, this is a bitter jealousy.

You know what bitter is if you’ve ever had a sour 
strawberry or blueberry. Bitter berries don’t taste right. 
They’re like eating a bag of WarHeads!!  

When things are bitter, it is supposed to send a signal to 
your brain that something is wrong. It’s like milk that has spoiled. Or 
the smell of vinegar…my least favorite smell in the world!



This is the kind of jealousy that James talks about. It’s rotten and gross. It’s 
bitter and sour, and it’s supposed to signal your brain that you need to get 
away from this thing.

It is a jealousy that is out of control.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!
Read Proverbs 6:34, 14:30, and 27:4. What do these verses tell you 
about envy and jealousy?

This earthly wisdom is also full of selfish ambition. This is a sinful desire to 
get what you want…at WHATEVER the cost. You want something so bad that 
you are rotting on the inside and there would be no price you wouldn’t pay 
to have it.

James says this type of sinfulness is in your heart. This comes from a heart 
that is not wise. It comes from a heart that is not filled with true wisdom.

This is not wisdom! James said it’s:
• earthly
• unspiritual
• demonic
This is the world’s wisdom.
This is the opposite of God’s wisdom.

This is not wisdom given from God. It is not the result of a changed heart 
to understand and live God’s way. This is how the world lives. This is what 
unbelievers promote as wise living.

The result of this type of wisdom in your life is found in verse 16.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

What do you think verse 16 is talking about?

James is telling us in verse 16 that there will be disorder and every vile 
practice when your life is controlled by this type of wisdom. In other words, 
you can’t keep it hidden.

Bitter envy and selfish ambition eventually make it to the surface!

What in the world does this strong warning have to do with a junior high 
student?



Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition are so dangerous! And thinking 
you’re immune to these is a mistake. Bitter jealousy can find its way 
into your life. Sinful and prideful selfish ambition can consume you, 
too.

An absence of God’s wisdom in your life leads to every kind of 
evil practice. There is no sin that will be too out of reach for you. 
Anything’s possible.

This is why James can say this is demonic. This isn’t wisdom at all. This 
is the devil’s work. He would love to destroy our church…especially a 
youth group like ours. He would love to wreck a small group, like the 
one you’re in.

You just have to believe:
• That you don’t need God in your life.
• That you don’t need God to be wise.
• That you can be wise on your own.

The devil just has to convince you that you are the most important 
person in the room…which isn’t hard to do. That’s not something God 
wants for you. This is not His wisdom.

That is not a heart that is changed by God to understand and do what 
He wants us to do.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Look at Galatians 5:22–24. List out the fruits of the Spirit. In your 
own words, how is the Holy Spirit’s work in your life different 
from the results of the world’s wisdom?

True wisdom is…

2. Wisdom from Above
Read verses 17–18.

God’s wisdom is pure, and it is holy. God gives wisdom to you so you 
can understand and live God’s way.
• You will want to read and understand God’s Word!
• You will want to be like Jesus. You will want to be holy, like He is.
• You will want to do what is right.
• You will grow more and more upset at your sin.

These might not be the strongest desires at first, but as God gives you 
more and more wisdom, they will grow.



What did you learn? 
 What type of wisdom does your life reflect? 

Earthly wisdom shows up in jealousy and 
selfish ambition. Wisdom from God leads to 
the fruit of the Spirit on display in your life.

These are the characteristics of God’s wisdom on display in your life:
• peaceable
• gentle
• open to reason
• full of mercy and good fruits
• impartial and sincere

The truly wise person is a peace maker. They want to be at peace with 
others rather than living jealously over what everyone else has.

They will live lives of visible gentleness. They are reasonable and 
compliant. They are obedient because they see the benefit in living a 
life pleasing to God.

The wise person will live mercifully. They are impartial and sincere. 
They don’t show favoritism. They are honest and genuine. You don’t 
have to worry about what a truly wise person will say about you behind 
your back.

True wisdom displays itself in good fruits. The fruit of the Spirit is 
a great way to think about it. Those who are saved are given God’s 
Spirit and His Spirit is working to produce fruit. If you have been given 
wisdom from above, it will be obvious by how you live.

What kind of wisdom does your life reflect?

A changed life, a transformed life, a saved life (whatever you want to 
call it) will reflect God’s wisdom. It will be evident in what you say, 
what you do, and how you think.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Can you think of three ways Jesus exemplified the godly wisdom 
described in verse 17? Think about some of the lessons we have 
learned recently in the gospel of Mark for help.



Diggin’ Deeper
For those of you who want to do a little bit more.
Look at Matthew 5:2–12. What similarities do you 
see between what Jesus said and what James is 
writing? List as many as you can find.

Pray
Make sure you spend a few minutes in prayer.  
Here are a few suggestions.

If you’re not a Christian:
• Think about what this passage says about you. You will spend 

your days chasing after the world’s wisdom. That is an “every 
man for himself” life and one that will leave you eternally 
separated from God as well. Read Ephesians 2:1–10, and in 
faith ask for God’s grace to give you life and make you right 
with Him.

For the believer:
• You could read Romans 12:9–13 and pray that God would give 

you a motivation to live in a way that honors Him. Ask for help 
demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit to all those around you 
today.

• Pray that God would give you a love for His Word and wisdom 
to understand it AND obey it.

• Admit that you don’t always desire to live with godly wisdom. 
Ask for forgiveness and help to turn away from your sin.

Put It into Practice!
If you’re genuinely saved, God’s wisdom should be on 
display in your life. Jesus showed it in a bunch of ways. 
What is something you can do today to give evidence of 
God’s wisdom at work in your life?


