
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 3, Day 2

Faith that Works

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!



Genuine faith is revealed by how you live.

How you live your life tells everyone around you what kind of a 
person you are. The things that you do every day reveal:
• what you are interested in and are not interested in
• what you like and don’t like
• even what you believe in

For example, when I was a lot younger, my parents wanted 
me to take piano lessons. I took piano lessons for five 
years. Five LONG, COLD, DARK years. I didn’t want to be 
a piano player. So, I didn’t practice as I was supposed to. 
I didn’t live my life like a piano player. I didn’t work on the 
scales. I made up every excuse to get out of practicing at 
home. I begged to get out of the piano recitals. 

What I did revealed to everyone around me is that I wasn’t really a 
piano player. I made it clear by how I lived. I could have claimed to 
be a piano player, but it would have been a lie.

James is talking about something far more important than piano 
or whatever hobby you have. You may be awesome at Minecraft or 
a master flautist (that’s a flute player, for all those scratching their 
heads). I’m proud of you…but James isn’t talking about that. He is 
talking about whether or not your faith is real.

Every day you tell everyone around you the kind of person you are 
by how you live. The same principle is true when it comes to your 
faith. Faith without works is a useless faith.
• You are not really a Christian just because you tell people that 

you are.
• Real faith is more than knowing lots of verses in the Bible and 

some stuff about God.

You are what you do. A phony faith is evidenced by how you live. 
So is genuine faith. Let’s look at what James has to say about real 
faith today.

Today’s Big Idea: A genuine Christian lives 
committed to Christ.



v. 22 was 
completed: finish 
making. Think:  
accomplished 
or become real. 
Faith doesn’t 
truly exist 
without works.

v. 23 friend of 
God: this tells 
us that there is 
a relationship. 
A good one. 
This friendship 
is only possible 
because of 
Abraham’s 
obedience to 
God.

James 2:21-26
   
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

22 You see that faith was active along with his works, 
and faith was completed by his works;

23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.

24 You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone.

25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way?

26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so 
also faith apart from works is dead.

Weekly Word Challenge

This week we’re memorizing James 2:17.
Can you fill in the blanks?

Memory Verse: James 2:17

So also _________ by itself, if it _______ not have  
_________, is dead.

Now write the entire verse again in your notebook.



 I Have No Idea…

What does James mean by justified (v. 21)?

What does it mean? Same rules apply. Write out 
a guess in your notebook and then look up the 

answer. Try to think how you could explain this word 
to someone who was super lost (Study Bibles and 

parents are helpful too).

Observations from a Youth Pastor

Does verse 21 make you think that James believes salvation 
is by works?

Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8–10…
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

We are not saved as a result of works, but we are saved so that we can 
showcase God’s workmanship.

Paul is fighting the error that you can be saved by doing good works. And 
James writes to correct the people that take it too far and say, “Grace is all I 
need. How I live doesn’t matter!” Together, Paul and James are fighting for 
the same truth.

Genuine faith will inevitably produce good works. Real Christians will have 
good works in their life. That is an unavoidable truth. It’s certain and sure. 
True faith will produce a love for God and a desire to be obedient to Him!

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Why can our own good works never make us righteous before God? 
(See Romans 6:23 and Matthew 5:48, if you need a hint.)

Genuine faith will produce good works in your life. James has two examples.



1. Abraham
Let’s get the hard part out of the way first. James says Abraham was “justified 
by works.” I already made you think about it a little. Let’s make sure you 
understand it.

When the Bible uses the word justified, it wants you to think about being 
righteous in Gods’ eyes. Let’s think about it how this can be true. Your 
sinfulness condemns you and makes you guilty and deserving of God’s 
judgment. When you put your faith in Christ and believe that He paid your 
debt on the cross, you are forgiven of your sin. You are justified. You are 
declared “NOT GUILTY” in God’s sight. 

This is what Romans 3:23–24 is saying.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Speaking of Romans 3:23–24…you should look it up in your Bible. 
How does this verse help you understand how a Christian is justified?

How can James say that Abe was justified by his WORKS? How can this be?

What does the word “cool” mean? Quite a few things, doesn’t it? It can refer 
to temperature, it can describe people, and it’s what cookies do when they 
come out of the oven.

It’s a word with a lot of meanings. Justified is the same kind of word.

It does mean to declare something or someone as righteous or not guilty. 
But it can also mean to demonstrate or prove or show that something is 
righteous or not guilty.

And that is how James uses it here.
Abraham proved his righteousness by his works.
Abraham showed that his faith was real by what he did.

Do you know the story?

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Read Genesis 22:1–13. Summarize what happened in your own words.

James mentions this scene from Abraham’s life which takes place seven 
chapters after Abraham is “justified” by his faith.

Genesis 15:6—”and Abraham believed the Lord and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.”



Abraham believed and was justified. He was made right in God’s sight 
because of his faith. He was saved by faith alone. Afterwards his faith was 
put on display by his works. Abraham trusted God completely. Abraham’s 
faith was on display in his obedience to sacrifice his son. His faith was 
genuine, obedient, and alive.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Why do you think real faith in God will result in turning away from 
sin and giving effort to obey God?

You may already know this, but Abraham was far from perfect. He messed up 
a lot. God didn’t expect Abraham to be perfect, and He doesn’t expect you 
to be, either. But there is an expectation. The 
overall pattern of your life will prove, show, and display the kind of faith you 
have. That was true for Abraham. It’s true of Rahab as well.

2. Rahab
Her story is told in Joshua 2. You’ll have to read the first 13 verses if you 
want to be up to speed.

James is just driving the point home. Rahab acknowledged and trusted God. 
Her awareness of what God was doing caused her to get her heart right 
before Him. She feared God and knew that He was VERY real. James says 
she proved her faith by her works. She showed that her belief in God was 
real. Her faith was on display when she took those spies into her home and 
kept them safe.

Again, Rahab is an example of someone who is far from perfect. She was 
a liar, deceitful, and immoral. But the point is she had an opportunity to 
display her trust in the Lord, and she took it. She shows obedience in 
honoring God above anything else…and she did so even though her life was 
on the line.

Had the king found out or caught those spies on her roof…it’s game over for 
Rahab and likely everyone she cares about. Woah.

It doesn’t matter who you are. If you are really a Christian, then you will live 
your life committed to Jesus no matter what it may cost you.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

What have you learned about real faith from the examples of 
Abraham or Rahab?



What did you learn? 
A genuine Christian lives committed to Christ. You 

probably don’t have an opportunity to prove your faith 
by sacrificing your son on an altar, or by hiding spies 
on your roof. So, how can you live proving that your 

faith is real? I think the most helpful word is obedience. 
Obedience no matter the cost. Obedience to God and 

His Word will display that your faith is real.

Diggin’ Deeper
For those who want to do 
a little bit more, read John 
15:12–17. What are some 
characteristics of a friend 
of God?

Pray
Make sure you spend a few minutes in prayer. Here are a 
few suggestions.

• You could read Titus 3:5–7, thanking Jesus for His free gift of grace 
as the Savior of sinners, especially a sinner like you!

• Pray that God would give you a love for His Word and to obey it.
• Pray that the evidence of your faith would continue to grow and 

that your light would shine brighter and brighter to your friends 
and family who need Christ.

Put It into Practice!
What do your actions say about your 
faith? If you’re genuinely saved, what 
is something you can do today to give 
evidence of your faith?


