
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 2, Day 4 

Fighting Favoritism

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!
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: 
An attitude of favoritism is incompatible 

with being a Christian.

Yesterday you were challenged to grow in your commitment to 
Christ in the way you treat others. Favoritism is the word we’ve 
been using, and let me remind you what it means.

Favoritism—making judgments about people based on the 
way they look. It’s about the face and appearance. That 
judgment leads you to treat people very differently. Some get 
the red carpet; others are treated like trash.

Being a Christian just doesn’t mix with showing favoritism to the 
people you think are the best and being unloving to those you 
label unimportant.

That kind of attitude can’t live in harmony with the attitude Christ 
calls us to have. Both can’t be happening at the same time. God, 
through His Word, commands us to stop (James 2:1). There is no 
way around it. It’s not a suggestion. It’s not just an extra thing to 
work on, if you have time. It’s a command and it needs to be a 
command because it’s a real problem.

James gave a helpful example in verses 2–4. It’s interesting, 
because this 2,000-year-old example seems like it could have 
happened in youth group the last time we met. It’s an inexcusable 
sin to make distinctions between people, showing some special 
favor and others terrible disrespect.

Our Big Idea is the same: If you’re going to be serious 
about your commitment to Jesus Christ, then you need 
to know that showing favoritism is incompatible with 

being a Christian.
Today, however, let’s look at James 2:5–13 and think about a 
couple reasons to obey this command.



v.7 the honorable 
name: the name 
of King Jesus—
they wanted to 
be known by the 
name of Jesus, 
yet refused to act 
like Him.

v.9 transgressors: 
Failure to keep the 
law. Those who 
break or violate the 
Law of God. Think: 
committing sin 
AGAINST God.

v. 12 the law of 
liberty: God’s moral 
code of conduct for 
believers. Believers 
have freedom from 
sin and can obey 
God—loving Him 
and His people.

James 2:5-13
   
5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich 
the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into 
court?

7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable 
name by which you were called?

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
well.

9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors.

10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become guilty of all of it.

11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, 
“Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under 
the law of liberty.

13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Weekly Word Challenge
Day four of James 1:22. Do you have it down yet? Try to 
write it from memory. If it doesn’t go so well, look at it 
again in your Bible and give it another shot.



 I Have No Idea…

Today’s word is mercy (v. 13).

What does that word mean? Write out your 
guess and then after you look it up, write out an 

explanation in your own words.

Observations from a Youth Pastor

In case the command isn’t convincing, and the example doesn’t 
make it clear, James gives three reasons why favoritism is sinful 
and why we need to stop. We will look at two of them.

1. Favoritism contradicts God’s own attitude (v 5)
Read verse 5 again.

What does James mean by the “poor”? They are, physically or financially, those 
who don’t have much.

But “poor” is not just in a PHYSICAL sense, it has a SPIRITUAL sense as well.

The poor are spiritually humble and meek. They don’t depend on themselves for 
salvation. They don’t trust in their own riches, so to speak. They don’t trust in 
their own righteousness. They depend on the Lord and trust in Him to provide for 
their souls.

The salvation of the poor is powerful evidence of God’s deep regard and love for 
them. In a striking reversal of status, the poor have become rich in faith. They are 
chosen by God (saved) and are RICH spiritually! They are heirs of God’s Kingdom!

Favoritism does not match God’s attitude towards those He has saved. Especially 
the poor and the lowly. Favoritism is so far away from the attitude that God has 
towards the poor when they are ignored or treated with disrespect.



Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Read Matthew 25:31–34. Why is it true that every believer (regardless 
of status) is RICH spiritually?

However poor in possessions they may be, Christians who are labeled poor 
by our world’s standards actually possess a great spiritual wealth and an even 
greater inheritance to come.

All Christians are valuable to the Lord. They have incredible worth.

Jesus shed his blood for them just as He did for you. And if they were so 
precious that Jesus laid down His life for them, well, then we have no business 
treating anyone like they have no value.

You need to retrain your mind to think of people the way that God does.

2. Favoritism violates the Law of love
In the last five verses of our text, we are reminded of the Royal Law. And the 
royal law is a law of love.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

Check out Matthew 22:37–40. What are the two commands that Jesus 
gives to sum up the Old Testament law?

Favoritism violates the law of loving your neighbor as yourself!

A moment for clarity (v. 8)
James isn’t saying that he thinks that there are people  
who are fulfilling all of the law. He knows the impossibility  
of keeping the law perfectly and the unfeasible task of  
fulfilling every demand.

James’s argument in verse 10 is a good reminder for us. Even if someone, 
somehow, somewhere could actually keep the law (which is impossible!), if 
that person were to stumble even in one little teeny tiny part of the law, he is 
guilty of breaking ALL of it!



That person would be convicted by the law as a transgressor. They would 
be guilty.

And James uses a way of writing here in verse 9 that tells us that he isn’t 
saying “if” you show partiality…but SINCE you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

Our world is a “me-first” world. Everyone walks around believing that they 
are the priority, they are the most important, and that they are the star of 
this life. This attitude consumes you and it loves to use favoritism to its 
advantage. When you live like that, you use people like pawns in a game 
of chess. That selfish lifestyle is loveless and shows no concern for anyone 
else.

There is a complete disregard for the law of love in our world today. 
Unbelievers do not love anyone the way they love themselves. And when 
they stand before God, their lack of mercy shown to anyone else in their 
life will come back to bite them.

They will receive no mercy.

WE all show favoritism. If you’re a Christian, you need to stop.

Favoritism has no place in your life as a Christian because of what the 
gospel has done for you! The gospel frees you from your debt of sin. It 
spares you from the judgment you were under. You have been shown 
incredible mercy. You need to show that same mercy to one another.

God calls us to love Him and to love others. You are to speak and act in the 
right way.

If you really are a Christian, then you should
• live like it
• love like it
• and treat one another with eternal value

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)

In what ways am I not treating others the way I want to be treated?



What did you learn? 
An attitude of favoritism is incompatible with 

being a Christian. God commands us to stop, and 
He reminds us that it contradicts His attitude and 

violates His law of love.

Diggin’ Deeper
Can you think of a passage (I would 
flip back through the gospel of Mark, 
if I were you) where Jesus refused 
to show favoritism or partiality while 
everyone else did? Write down the 
reference and summarize the events 
in your own words.

Pray
Try writing out your prayer again today. Writing it out 
can really keep you focused on what you’re saying, and 
the One you’re saying it to. Ask for help to love others 
the way God wants, and that you would grow in your 
commitment to Christ.

Put It into Practice!
What actions can you take today to treat others the 
way God expects?


