
Junior High Bible Study Guide

Week 2, Day 1 

Hearing the Word

Before you begin... 
• Do you have your notebook and pen?
• Do you have your Bible?
• Pray and ask God to help you understand 
His Word and to help you be a hearer of the 
Word AND a doer!



In order to respond rightly to God’s Word, you 
need to be a Hearer AND a Doer!

The letter of James is an encouragement to grow in your commitment 
to Christ. It is HUGELY important for Christians to pay attention to their 
commitment to Jesus. Even Christians in junior high.

James was concerned for the believers he was writing to. He knew they 
were struggling, and he was worried that their faith might be in trouble. 
Their problem is one that you and I can relate to. They had trials just 
like you and I have. They weren’t responding the right way in their trials, 
something we sinfully do as well.

Christians who live committed to Jesus will respond to trials in a godly 
way and resist the temptation to sin when those trials arise. But there is 
more to our commitment to Christ than just those two things. Today and 
tomorrow, I want to look at another area of pursuing a commitment to 
Christ. I want you to grow in your commitment to Christ in the way you 
respond to the Word of God. Read the verse below.

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”  

- 2 Timothy 3:16

Knowing the Bible is from God is a huge advantage. That verse tells us 
a lot about the Bible. We know it’s true, it’s right, and it’s worth listening 
to. Read that verse again. Isn’t that a great truth?! That verse tells us that 
God’s Word is profitable for a bunch of areas in our life! But in order for 
that to be true, we must respond to the Word of God in the RIGHT WAY.

Today’s Big Idea: In order to respond rightly to God’s Word, 
you need to be a Hearer AND a Doer!

Let’s keep exploring James 1 and look at the first half of our Big Idea. 
You need to be a hearer of the Word.



v. 19 let every 
person be: 
A command for 
everyone. Even a 
junior higher must 
respond in the right 
way to God’s Word 
and will.

v. 20 righteousness: 
obedience to and 
respect for God. 
Think: God’s Word, 
God’s mind, and 
God’s will.

v. 21 put away: 
lay aside. Think 
what you do with 
dirty clothes. You 
don’t (well, you 
shouldn’t) put 
dirty clothes or 
smelly socks on 
after you clean 
up. You separate 
them from your 
clean clothes. You 
don’t want them 
near you because 
they’re dirty.

v. 21 the 
implanted word: 
this is Scripture. 
Here James 
reminds his reader 
that God uses His 
Word to save.

James 1:19-21
   
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let 
every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger;

20 for the anger of man does not produce 
the righteousness of God.

21 Therefore put away all filthiness and 
rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls.

Weekly Word Challenge
Each week, I want you to meditate on one verse and do your 
best to memorize it. This week’s verse is James 1:22.

You should write it from your Bible into your notebook.



 I Have No Idea…

  Today’s word is anger (v. 19).

I know it’s a word you’re familiar with, but do you 
know what it means? Write out your guess in your 
notebook before you ask Alexa. Try to think about 

how you would explain it to a friend who was 
totally confused. (Parents and your JMAC Study 

Bible can help, too!)

Observations from a Youth Pastor

The Word of God is crucially important in our 
understanding of the gospel. James just mentioned in v. 
18 that the “word of truth” is what God uses to save us. 
Your salvation is the most important thing. But that isn’t 
the only thing God’s Word is good for.

James is trying to stress that the Word of God is still important, even 
after you’re saved. You still have a huge need for God’s Word in your 
life! The importance of God’s Word is on display in this section. And it’s 
a great “how to” approach to the Bible.

You know what a “how to” is, don’t you? A “how to” is a helpful guide, 
or a step-by-step description on how to do something. Most “how 
to” guides are extremely helpful. You get to learn from someone who 
already knows how to do whatever it is you’re trying to do.

I did a little search on some of the most popular “how to” guides. Here 
are a few in no particular order…
• how to get rid of bad breath
• how to brush your teeth (I’m guessing that this one could really 

help the people wondering about the first one!)
• how to build a robot arm
• how to French braid hair like a pro
• how to make an origami ninja star
• how to fart in public and get away with it
• even how to clone yourself (this one totally doesn’t work!)



A “how to” can be helpful when you don’t know how to do something, or 
how something works. This section is a “how to” guide for God’s Word.

The first thing we need to know is how to respond to the Word of God

How to Respond to the Word of God (19–21)
Read v. 19 again.

In regard to the Word of God, all of us, including you, should be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Jot down in your notebook what you think verse 19 is talking about.

You should be quick to hear and slow to speak. Many of you have 
probably heard this verse used like a proverb. Maybe your mom or dad 
have said it to you before. And it’s true. It would be totally accurate 
to say that your life would be better if you were quick to hear (better 
listeners), slow to speak (prone to say less), and slow to anger (being 
more patient with people).

But this verse is even more helpful and accurate when we apply it to the 
context of where it’s at in God’s Word. It’s right in the middle of all these 
verses that are talking about the Bible. God wants you to respond rightly 
to His Word!

This verse helps you respond rightly to God’s Word in 3 ways:

1. Quick to Hear
Concerning God’s Word, you must be a careful listener. You have to pay 
attention in order to get the message right.

Imagine this scenario. Let’s say I was going to give away a $1,000 gift 
card in XChange. But there is a catch. In order to get it, you have to be 
the first to solve a riddle. I bet the majority of you would listen to that 
riddle pretty carefully. I wouldn’t be surprised to see some of you writing 
it down and looking at it over and over.



This is how we should listen to God’s Word, as well. You should listen 
carefully. You should be eager to UNDERSTAND God’s truth. You 
should be excited about the message that God has for you EVERY time 
you open His Word.

You should be eager to spend time reading and studying your Bible in 
order to learn about living in a way that pleases God.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
What are some steps you can take to become a better listener 
of God’s Word? (You could ask your mom or dad what they do, if 
you need a little help.)

You respond rightly to God’s Word by being quick to hear and also…

2. Slow to Speak
I have been in conversations before where it was obvious that the 
other person wasn’t listening. That ever happen to you? It makes for 
a rough conversation when the other person can barely wait until it’s 
their turn to talk again.

Maybe you’ve been that person.

Instead of listening, you’re thinking about all the things you want to 
say. You are thinking about funny jokes and interesting comments to 
make about yourself. When it’s finally your turn to talk again, you say 
things that have nothing to do with the conversation. It would have 
been better if you were slower to speak.

James is urging his readers to be careful when they talk about the 
Word of God. You should be slow to speak when you say, “the Bible 
says you shouldn’t do this…or the Bible says you should do that…”

You need to be careful when you try to answer a question about God 
or His Word (unless you can show someone where the answer is in the 
Bible).



True story…

I had a friend who thought they could ignore Ephesians 6:1 because 
their parents weren’t believers. And I promise this isn’t one of those 
stories where my “friend” is actually me.

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.  
Honor your father and mother.” - Ephesians 6:1–2

My friend was convinced they could do whatever they wanted because 
their parents weren’t believers. They thought God was fine with their 
disobedience.

Can you imagine how dangerous that is and how destructive that 
would be to share with other young Christians?!

God wants us to be careful when we tell people what His Word says.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Think about all the resources God has given you to be able to 
answer a question about His Word. How many can you list?

Responding to God’s Word rightly also requires that you be…

3. Slow to Anger
That seems kind of odd, doesn’t it? Angry at the Bible?

Think about it. If you’re being consistently challenged by God’s Word, 
eventually there is going to be something that doesn’t line up with 
the way you want to live or act. When that happens, your reaction will 
be to make excuses, to ignore it, then resist it, and eventually fight 
against it.

Maybe an example will help. Starting today…an announcement is 
made that there will be no more desserts. No more sugar. No more 
cookies, candy, ice cream, donuts, cake, chocolate…nothing. Mom or 
dad is on a health kick and this is the new way of life in your home. See 
how anger is possible?

God’s Word is much more important than monitoring our sugar intake. 
God’s Word calls us to live in a way that is pleasing to Him, and helpful 
for us. So, when God’s Word calls us to change the way we’re used 
to living, you can understand how anger is a possible response; but it 
shouldn’t be.



What did you learn? 
Your commitment to Christ will grow when 

you respond rightly to His Word. It’s a 
response that is quick to hear, slow to speak, 

and slow to anger.

Read verse 20 again.

Anger is a sign of rejecting God. It’s the opposite of what God wants for 
you. If you’re angry at God’s Word, you are being reminded that you are 
standing in opposition to God’s truth, what God thinks is right, even God 
himself.

You’re in a dangerous place when you want to fight and oppose what God 
says. And verse 21 is a reminder that responding to God’s Word in the 
right way means you need to get rid of the sin in your life. Sin keeps you 
from clearly hearing and understanding the Word of God. Sin puts a barrier 
between the only thing that is able to save your soul and that which is most 
helpful for you as you grow in your faith.

Our response to the Word of God requires that we be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, and slow to anger.

Notebook Time (Don’t forget to write your answers down!)
Are there parts of God’s Word that are difficult for you to accept or 
cause you to be angry?
IF so, why do you think that’s true?



Diggin’ Deeper
For those who want to do a little bit 

more, read Psalm 119:9–16. What does 
the psalmist recommend for a pure 
(God-honoring) life? I’ll give you the first 
one—guard your life according to the 
Word of God. List as many as you can.

Pray
Before you end today’s lesson, spend time in prayer. What 
things are you praying for today? Has God answered any 
of your prayers from last week? If so, thank Him!

• Continue praying for our church and that God would give 
wisdom to our pastors to lead well.

• Pray that God would give you a love for His Word, and that He 
would help you respond rightly to it.

• Pray for help to put aside anything that is keeping you from 
receiving the Word of God.

• Can you think of five things to thank God for today?

Put It into Practice!
Responding rightly to the Word of God is so important to your faith. 

• Is there sin in your life that is keeping you from receiving  
the Word today? 

• What can you put into practice today to put it aside? 

Take a few minutes and write down your answer.


