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DEVELOPING A HEART OF FORGIVENESS[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This lecture is a collaborative effort of Shelbi, and our beloved John and Janie Street.] 



I. Introduction: Making a List, and Checking it Twice



II. Why Do We Need to Understand Forgiveness?

	A.	Forgiveness is part of our reconciliation with God.

			a.	Psalm 130:4

			b.	Psalm 32:1-5

			c.	I John 1:8-9

B.  Forgiveness is part of our reconciliation with others.

			a.	Matthew 5:23-24

			b.	Luke 17:3-4

			c.	Ephesians 4:32

			d.	Colossians 3:12-13

	
III.	What is Biblical Forgiveness? 

A. The primary biblical term for forgiveness carries the idea of sending away, releasing, or pardoning someone.

a. Isaiah 43:25


b. Jeremiah 31:34


c. Forgiveness in Salvation (Eph. 4:18-19; 2:4-6)

d. Forgiveness After Salvation (Rom. 8:1; Heb. 12:4-11)



	B.	How Does God Call the Believer to Forgive (Eph. 4:32)?

		1.	“As God in Christ has Forgiven you” is our model.

		2.	The worthy walk is marked by attitudes and actions that reflect new life.

		3.	Walking worthy includes:

a. Forgiveness



· Key Elements of Forgiveness

· I will not bring it up to the offender again once forgiveness has been granted.


· I will not mention it to others, unless absolutely necessary.


· I will not allow my mind to dwell on it.


b. Kindness


c. Tenderheartedness


IV. How Do We Battle Unforgiveness?

A. Repent Before God



B. Renew Your Mind with God’s Word


C. Release the Offended Party From Their Debt  



VI. What Are Some Other Issues That Come Up Regarding Forgiveness?


1. What does the Bible mean by “covering” an offense in love?

2. Is covering an offense the same as overlooking it?

3. Do we need to apologize to the person we offended?

4. What about forgiving unbelievers?

5. What about forgiving yourself?

VII. Conclusion: 
· Forgiveness flows from a heart rooted in God’s love.
· Forgiveness often requires repentance, renewal of the mind, and release so that unforgiveness cannot linger.
· Forgiveness manifests in action—through kindness, compassion, and mercy, even when costly.
· It mirrors the Gospel—we forgive because God demonstrated his own love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us, shedding his blood and saving us from the wrath to come. Surely a mercy we do not deserve.



