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Marriage is a divinely created and designed foundation of human relationships that was established at the creation of the world. A man’s responsibility, authority, and conduct in marriage is well defined in the Bible. 

1. Marriage is Completion – “It is not good for a man to be alone.” Except for those gifted with singleness, marriage is what God created men to do. He created marriage for your good and His glory. 
2. Marriage is Complementary – “I will make him a helper suitable for him.” A married woman is a fellow heir of the grace of life and created in the image of God—just like her husband. However, she was created to be different than her husband. Her differences are by divine design to help accomplish the purposes of God. Those differences magnify the genius and creativity of our Creator. Most importantly, these differences glorify God.
3. Marriage is Combination – “The two shall become one flesh.” The one-flesh relationship is special, unique, and reserved for a man and his wife within the confines of monogamous marriage. Seeking one-flesh intimacy outside the bonds of marriage is sinful, foolish, and bears tremendous consequences. 
4. Marriage is Covenantal – “What, therefore, God has joined together, let no man separate.” We do not define the terms and commitments of marriage. We vow to submit to God’s design and then we must strive to keep our vows. 
5. Marriage is Connotative – “Love your wives, just as Christ loved the church.” Marriage is much more than a relationship or marital status. Biblical marriage points to something much bigger than just two people living together and raising children. Marriage points to the transcendent reality of Christ’s love for His own—the church. His love is the pattern, standard, and example we are to follow in loving our own wife. 

There are two passages that illustrate the connotative nature of marriage and point us to a singular clear connotation:
 
1. Hosea 1–3 – a story of marriage, betrayal, and resilient commitment to a covenant relationship that points us to the faithfulness of God despite the fickleness of sinful man.
1. Ephesians 5:23–33 – a classic passage that says two things:
1. To understand our obligation in marriage, we must seek to understand the relationship of Christ and the Church.
1. To understand Christ and the church, we must seek to understand biblical marriage.Hosea and Gomer




Hosea 1:2–9 – “When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, ‘Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.’ So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, ‘Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.’ Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord said to him, ‘Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive them. But I will have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by the Lord their God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses or horsemen.’ When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son.  And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God.”

Hosea 2:5 – “For their mother has played the harlot; She who conceived them has acted shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.”

Hosea 3:1–3 – “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.’ So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley. Then I said to her, ‘You shall stay with me for many days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man; so I will also be toward you.’” 

Hosea 1 establishes a few elements of the story:

1. God joined Hosea and Gomer together. (Matthew 19:6 “What therefore God has joined together…”)
2. Hosea was told in verse 2 that his wife would act like the nation Israel. She would become a harlot—that is living a life of promiscuity, adultery, and even prostitution. 
3. In verses 3–9 the arrival and naming of a son and two daughters is described. Their son appears to be Hosea’s (“bore him a son”) and there is some thought that his daughters may have been fathered by other men. 
4. The marriage between Hosea and Gomer was steeped in symbolism and larger meaning—connotation.

Gomer did not stay faithful. She abandoned her husband and children to chase her lovers, just as Hosea 2:5 records: “For their mother has played the harlot; she who conceived them has acted shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’” Promiscuous and materialistic, she traded sexual intimacy for food, drink, fine clothing, and a party lifestyle. She valued luxury and fleeting pleasure far more than her marriage, her husband, or her children. She forgot her vows, broke the covenant, and sank into prostitution and sexual slavery.

Then, in Hosea 3:1–3, God commanded Hosea, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another and is an adulteress.” Hosea obeyed. He found Gomer, now enslaved, and bought her back for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley. The total value equaled the standard price of a slave in that era (approximately thirty shekels). The barley portion was the traditional offering required for someone accused of adultery. Modern estimates place the whole sum to be the equivalent of roughly three years’ wages. It was a costly, humiliating redemption. 

Yet Hosea loved her enough to pay the price, restore her fully as his wife, and erase her identity as a prostitute. He obeyed God regardless of the financial, reputational, and emotional cost. His submission to the covenant, even when it seemed unbelievable, reveals a commitment that defies human logic. That is why Hosea’s marriage matters. It is one of the most powerful prophetic pictures in Scripture. God explicitly told Hosea to marry Gomer so their story would stand as a living parable of the coming Messiah. The first three chapters overflow with layered symbolism: Hosea’s unwavering faithfulness mirrors God’s; Gomer’s treachery mirrors Israel’s; the stark contrast between them is deliberate. Even their three children were named by God as prophetic signs: Jezreel (“God sows / judgment”), Lo-Ruhamah (“no mercy”), and Lo-Ammi (“not my people”). 

At the center of it all is the unfailing, unwavering, steadfast, and entirely unmerited love of Jesus Christ for His covenant people, Israel even in the face of their rejection. God made solemn covenant promises to Israel and he kept every one of them. In return the nation committed spiritual adultery. She disobeyed, turned away, ignored, mocked, and abandoned her God, chasing the affection for, and devotion to, false gods instead. Through Hosea, God declared that the betrayed Husband—wounded, shamed, and rejected—would one day come and redeem His unfaithful bride at the highest price. And that is precisely what Jesus Christ did. 

Hosea’s marriage is a living portrait of God’s perfect, unfailing love. The Father sent His Son to live a sinless life, endure mockery, torture, and death at the hands of the very people He came to save, then rise on the third day—offering His own righteousness in exchange for their sin. What love. What unbreakable promise-keeping.

Observations about the conduct of Hosea in the midst of a dreadful marriage: 
· Hosea obeyed God rather than acting on his own desires
· Hosea acted towards his unloving, unfaithful, and shameful wife with honor, humility, and purpose. He remained. He endured. He persevered. He understood that marriage is a covenant. There is no record that he was ever willing or wanting to abandon that covenant relationship. His wife, on the other hand, violated the covenant repeatedly.
· Hosea acted not only out of obligation to a covenant, but out of love and even affection. He wanted her back! He paid a high price to get her back.
· Hosea’s responsibility to honor his vows and God’s command was unaffected in any way by Gomer’s rejection of those same vows and obligations or the shame she brought him. 
· This is all a picture of God’s faithful love for His bride in spite of the rejection, faithlessness, and fickleness of mere men.Christ and the Church


Ephesians 5:23–33 – “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of His body. FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself.”  

Marriage and the church are compared with a resulting mirror affect—to understand Christ’s love for the church, look at marriage. To understand marital love, look at Christ’s relationship with the church:
· “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church” (v. 23).
· “But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything” (v. 24).
· “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her” (v. 25).
· “So husbands ought also …” (v. 28)
· “… just as Christ also does the church …” (v. 29).
· “I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church” (v. 32).
 
If we are to love our wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, we are compelled to understand: How does Christ love the church? Earlier in the letter to the Ephesians, Paul describes exactly that. These six sentences answer that question.

Ephesians 1:3–14 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation⁠—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

1. He speaks well of us (v. 3) – “He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”
2. He chose us (v. 4) – “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.“
3. He gave us a new identity (v. 4) – “that we would be holy and blameless before Him.”
4. He loves us (v. 4) – “In love.”
5. He predestined us (vv. 5, 11) – “having been predestined according to His purpose.”
6. He adopted us (v. 5) – “adoption as sons.” 
7. He is kind to us (v. 5) – “according to the kind intention of His will.”
8. His love is intentional (vv. 5, 9, 11) – “according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Him.”
9. His love glorifies God (vv. 6, 14) – “to the praise of the glory of His grace.”
10. He lavishes His grace on us (vv. 6, 8) – “which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” / “which He lavished on us.”  
11. He delivered us (vv. 7, 14) – “In Him we have redemption through His blood.”
12. He forgives us (v. 7) – “the forgiveness of our trespasses.”
13. He is wise in His love (v. 8) – “In all wisdom and insight.”
14. He comforts us (vv. 9–10) – “He made known to us the mystery of His will.”
15. He provides for us (v. 11) – “we have obtained an inheritance.”
16. He sealed us (v. 13) – “you were sealed in Him.”
17. He helps us (vv. 13–14) – “the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance.”

The meaning and implication of Christ’s love for the church:
· We are recipients of the most undeserved, spectacular, complete, and divine love we could ever imagine. The treasure of our salvation is beyond the value of anything else. 
· Christ’s perfect love and sacrifice (giving Himself up for us) is the pattern, model, and goal for biblical husbands. To understand how we are to love our wife, we look to  how Christ loves His bride, the church. 
· Christ’s love for us is not dependent on us. We could never qualify as having deserved it. Christ’s astounding love is not because of us; it is despite us! Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
· Christ’s covenantal love is unaffected by our faithlessness. He is immovable in His commitment to His bride. 
· The character of God demands completion of the covenant and the honoring of His vows. He has delivered on everything – in perfection. He will complete it all. In perfection. You and Your Wife


The first two love stories (Hosea and Gomer, and Christ and the Church) results in the next obvious step: Examination of the third love story—you and your wife. The following questions are derived from Ephesians 1:3–14. These are self-examination questions to evaluate whether the love you have for your wife looks anything like Christ’s love for you. These are questions for discussion with the Lord (prayer), with your wife, your MotW small group, and other men who would love to help you. For single men, these are questions to consider as you look forward to marriage someday:

1.  Do you speak well of your wife?
2.  You chose the one to love. Do you love the one you chose?
3.  Do you view your wife differently (more esteem) than any other person on this earth? 
4.  Do you highly esteem your wife? 
5.  Are you kind to your wife?
6.  Are you purposeful in your love? 
7.  Are you wise in your love toward your wife? 
8.  Whatever her background as a single woman, would your wife say that your choice of her ushered her into something new and better? 
9.  Is your love for your wife motivated by a desire to glorify God?
10. Do you forgive your wife? Have you forgiven your wife? Will you forgive your wife? 
11. Is your love a comfort to your wife? Do you make it possible, or even easy, for your wife to “smile at the future?” (See Proverbs 31:25.) 
12. Is your love for your wife permanent? Would your wife affirm that security? Does she wonder about the present and/or future of your commitment to her?  







Further Study


Additional Resources:

1. “Husbands, Love Your Wives,” a sermon preached by John MacArhtur on February 26, 2012. Audio and transcript available at https://www.gty.org/sermons/80-383/husbands-love-your-wives.
2.  Leading with Love, by Alexander Strauch available at https://www.amazon.com/Leading-Love-Alexander-Strauch/dp/0936083212?tag=ustxtaddt-20 
3.  Hymns of Grace, Hymns #147–164. Survey these great hymns about the love, grace, and grace of God. 

Audio, video, and handouts for this session: www.gracechurch.org/motw.
Next meetings: April 1 – No Meeting; April 8 – Small Group Fellowship; April 15 – 1 John 4:15-21 
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