[image: A black and white sign with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]THAT YOU MAY KNOW: A STUDY OF FIRST JOHN

LESSON 5: “Assurance and the Love of One’s Brother”
TEXT: 1 John 2:7–11
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What made the 19th-century Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky one of the greatest was his ability to create fiction that reads like a confession. In a chapter entitled, “A Lady of Little Faith,” in his classic, The Brothers Karamazov, Dostoyevsky gives the account of a certain gentleman who described his view of other men with these unforgettable words:

“The more I love humanity in general the less I love man in particular. In my dreams, I often make plans for the service of humanity, and perhaps I might actually face crucifixion if it were suddenly necessary. Yet I am incapable of living in the same room with anyone for two days together. I know from experience. As soon as anyone is near me, his personality disturbs me and restricts my freedom. In twenty-four hours I begin to hate the best of men: one because he’s too long over his dinner, another because he has a cold and keeps on blowing his nose. I become hostile to people the moment they come close to me. But it has always happened that the more I hate men individually the more I love humanity.”

Truth be told, we identify with this hypocrisy. We claim to love humanity, but we are not fans of its members. We contend that we would go to war to protect our nation, but we couldn’t care less about most of its citizens. We assert the sanctity of human life, but we curse individuals who were made in the likeness of God (James 3:9). Indeed, the more we love humanity in general, the less we love man in particular.

Sadly, this attitude can characterize those who profess to be part of the household of faith. It is easy to make bold assertions about the necessity of Christ’s Church, to call it “His Bride,” and to acknowledge that He bought her with His own precious blood. It is easy to claim that the local church must be the center of life, that the local church is where God’s glorious work of redemption is most vividly displayed, and that the local church is worthy of the sacrifice one’s time and resources. Indeed, it is not unheard of to hear Christians try to outdo one another in the intensity of their professed love for “the church.” 

But it is a wholly different thing to love each of the individual members of one’s local church. When it comes to certain people of our congregation, we are like the gentleman in Dostoyevsky’s novel: “As soon as anyone is near me, his personality disturbs me and restricts my freedom. In twenty-four hours I begin to hate the best of men: one because he’s too long over his dinner, another because he has a cold and keeps on blowing his nose.”

This tendency is no trivial matter. The writers of the New Testament devote considerable effort to uncover and condemn the hypocrisy of loving the church while hating its members. The apostle John is one of these writers, and his work of 1 John takes particular aim at this iniquity. In fact, with the assurance of salvation as his main theme, John repeatedly emphasizes the love of one’s brother as a critical test for assurance. If your habit is to hate your brother, consider yourself still in darkness. But the reverse is true as well. If you find yourself increasingly willing—without any promise of mutual benefit—to give of yourself for the benefit of another member of the church, you should be encouraged. This is one of the powerful signs that grant assurance that you have been born again. 1 John 2:7–11 – “Assurance and the Love of One’s Brother”


In the previous paragraph (1 John 2:3–6), John pointed to the “keeping of God’s commandments” as an important test for assurance. In that passage, John left the content of these commandments vague (note the plural “commandments” in vv. 3, 4). His emphasis was on obedience to God’s Word in general, not on the precise identity of these commands.

But now in 2:7–11, John transitions from writing about “commandments” in general to writing about “a commandment” in particular. He narrows down the focus to one commandment which deserves preeminence among the rest: the commandment to love one’s brother.

“Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” —1 John 2:7–11
I. The Command’s Consistent Nature (2:7)

John begins with a special word of address: “Beloved.” He will use this term five other times in the letter (3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11), and in each case, the term expresses affection. It is important to catch this nuance because it reveals how John viewed the audience to which he was writing. As “beloved,” they were those he loved, and they were those God loved. As such, he assumes them to be genuine children of God. Even as he prepares to lay down an important test for the assurance of salvation, he indicates that he is not doubtful of their spiritual status. Instead, he wants to encourage them by showing how the things they were living out already in their own lives—namely, their love for each other—gave them the basis for confidence that God had saved them. 

As John continues, he immediately asserts that “I am not writing a new commandment” (v. 7). John hereby emphasizes to his readers that what he was about to say did not constitute something novel—something they had never heard before. This emphasis was important because the false teachers of the day—those who sought to steal members from the church—were doing just that: inventing new doctrines. In contrast to them, John asserts that what he is writing here did not originate on the spot, in his own imagination, or as a result of a recent bout with insomnia! His words demonstrated continuity, even antiquity—and therefore, gravitas. 

What he was writing about—what was not new—was a “commandment.” He describes it in the singular to emphasize that in contrast to the previous section (vv. 3–6), he has something specific in mind. For now, he simply calls it “an old commandment.” In other words, the establishment of this commandment predates the time of his writing. To shed further light on this commandment, he describes it in two ways.

First, this commandment “you have had from the beginning.” Several options exist as to the reference point of the word “beginning.” It could refer to the beginning of creation and therefore relate to something that God programmed into human experience from the very days of Adam and Eve—a law on men’s hearts. Or it could refer to the ministry of Jesus Christ, for John had referred to this “beginning” in the prologue of the letter (see 1:1–3, “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes . . .”). Or most likely, this “beginning” refers to the start of their new life in Christ, the beginning of their existence as Christians. 

That John is referring to “the beginning” of their new life in Christ is further supported by the second description he provides. This is the commandment “you have heard.” The language John uses to describe this hearing is that of definitive hearing and receiving. In other words, it refers to the moment of their salvation, when their ears were opened to recognize and accept the truth of God’s word. 

What this indicates is that the “commandment” came on the heels of the preaching of the gospel itself. Indeed, they heard the good news of Jesus Christ, “that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16) and responded to it. But with it they also heard this first form of exhortation—this commandment. Indeed, the apostles were not shy to introduce commandments right after the conversion of their listeners. 

John’s language in v. 7 also indicates that what John writes in this section (2:7–11) is not something that has changed since that first hearing. Apostolic doctrine has not and is not evolving with time. II. The Command’s Unique Origination (2:8)


But John immediately qualifies his previous assertion with another, introducing it with the contrasting phrase, “On the other hand” (v. 8). At first glance, the words that follow do appear to form a contradiction. John says the commandment he is writing about is not new (v. 7), but then he says this commandment is new (v. 8). How can this be true?

It is important to note that John is referring to two different historical vantage points. In v. 7, John has the vantage point of his own writing in view. This commandment is not new with respect to the moment of John’s writing. But in v. 8, John has the larger vantage point of the history of redemption in view. In that sense, the commandment was new because it was introduced not in the very beginning, but more recently. 

John’s specific language of “a new commandment” is actually very helpful in solving this apparent discrepancy. The term “new” emphasis a qualitative change to something that was established previously. Moreover, this language demonstrates that John is directly citing Jesus’ own teaching, which John had recorded in his Gospel: 

· John 13:34–35 – “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Thus, by using this language in v. 8, John signals he is referring to the commandment Jesus Himself uttered—the commandment to love one another. But why, then, does Jesus call His commandment a “new” commandment? After all, even the Mosaic Law set forth the commandment to love: 

· Leviticus 19:18 – “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”

The “old” commandment written in the Mosaic Law required conformity from all the people of Israel on the basis of the Law itself—without regard to spiritual condition. The Law was the constitution of the nation. It pronounced blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience. Regardless of the internal, spiritual status of the people, this law to “love your neighbor as yourself” required the people’s natural obedience. 

But Jesus’ teaching represented a different approach. Whereas the principle behind Leviticus 19:18 remained true, the obedience He emphasized was an obedience which would come from the heart. It would be supernatural in nature. In fact, Jesus explicitly states that the love He commands comes as a response to the love He has first shown them. In other words, the commandment to love arises out of the transformation wrought in the hearts of those whom God has savingly loved. As such, Jesus’ commandment was new because it was exclusive to and expressive of those who were saved.

· See how the apostle Paul connects this new command to love with the experience of new life in Galatians 5:13–14, 22; 1 Thessalonians 4:9.

John further describes this qualitatively new commandment in two ways. First, it is “true in Him.” This commandment finds its genuine expression in the life of Jesus Christ—in everything from washing feet (John 13:14–15) to sacrificing His life (John 15:12–13; 1 John 3:16). In fact, He lived it out perfectly. Second, it is “true . . . in you.” Once again, John expresses his confidence in the status of his audience. This commandment which Jesus established was already being genuinely expressed in them as well. 

Why is this so? John explains, “because the darkness is passing away.” The genuine expression of love in the lives of John’s readers proved that the “darkness”—the domain of sin and all moral rebellion against the God of Light (1 John 1:5)—is losing the battle. The darkness of moral corruption is dissipating because “the true Light is already shining.” In other words, Christ—the “light of the world”—has come (John 1:4–9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35–36, 46). He is dispelling the darkness by saving and transforming sinners, and will one day vanquish it completely! The supernatural love already being displayed by John’s audience testified to this fact.III. The Command’s Definitive Verdict (2:9–11)


Having described this command in terms both of continuity (v. 7) and originality (v. 8), John then shows how this commandment applies to two different categories of people, explaining the verdict it pronounces upon each.
A. For the Disobedient (vv. 9, 11)

John begins with one who makes a confession: “the one who says” (v. 9; see also 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4). This one professes to exist “in the light”—that is, to be in God, who is Light (1:5). This is a profession of salvation. But the problem is that the one who makes this claim to saving faith does not abide by the commandment. He “hates his brother.” The word “hate” here refers to a habit of life, and this habit of hatred is directed toward “his brother”—a term that is narrower in meaning than the term “neighbor” used in Leviticus 19:18. This “brother” is a member of the same spiritual community as the professor himself.

Automatically, this pattern of hate indicates that despite his profession of faith, such a man is “is in the darkness until now.” He is spiritually dead. He is lost in darkness, the domain of moral corruption and rebellion against the God of Light. His pattern of hatred proves that his confession is worthless.

John reiterates this same condition in v. 11, when he describes “the one who hates” as one who “walks in the darkness” (v. 11). In addition to merely being “in the darkness” (also v. 9), this man lives out his life in this state of corruption and confusion. Why? “Because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” His environment of hate makes seeing impossible. Nothing but radical regeneration can give him the ability to see.

B. For the Obedient (v. 10)

In direct contrast to the persons referred to in v. 9 and v. 11 is “the one who loves” of v. 10. John doesn’t even mention any confession but immediately goes to the heart of the matter—a lifestyle of love. What is this “love”? The kind of love referred to here can be defined as the gift of oneself for the benefit of another without any concern for reciprocity. D. Edmund Hiebert describes it as follows: “[This love] is an intelligent and purposeful love that seeks to promote the highest good for the one loved, even at the expense of self” (Epistles of John, 89-90). John Piper also stated, “Love seeks its happiness in the happiness of the beloved. It will even suffer and die for the beloved in order that its joy might be full in the life and purity of the beloved” (Desiring God, 176). 

The one who exhibits this kind of love should be encouraged that he “abides in the light.” In other words, he has spiritual union with the God of Light (1:5). As a result, “there is no cause for stumbling in him” – literally, “a scandal in him there is not.” He has no inner turmoil or confusion. He can rest in assurance. 
For Discussion


1. Why is it easy for a man to claim that he “loves his church” while caring little for his fellow church members? Provide examples from your own experience of how you have been tempted to live this way.
2. See the definition of “love” provided at the very end of the lesson. Paraphrase this definition in your own words and give some practical examples of how this definition looks in reality.
3. Do you see yourself as someone actively growing in this kind of self-giving love? Why or why not?
4. List several practical ways you have been shown love by others in the church in the past month. Listen to the responses of others in your group. Consider ways together that you can express this love to greater degrees in the church. 
5. Read John 13:34–35. How does love serve in this context (esp. v. 35) to strengthen the assurance of salvation? For Further Study



1. Memorize 1 John 2:10; John 13:35; and Romans 12:10.
2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1–7 once a day over the coming week. Prayerfully meditate upon each verse. Record your observations about love from this text. Consider how your life already manifests some of these traits. Ask the Lord for grace and strength to excel in these things still more. Repent of that which brings conviction. 
3. Sing “Oh, How Good It Is” (#332 in Hymns of Grace).

Audio, video, and handouts for this session are available at www.gracechurch.org/motw. 
Next meeting: November 5, 7pm – “Assurance and the Hatred of Evil” (Brad Klassen)
[image: Grace Community Church]
Men of the Word  |  Brad Klassen  |  October 29, 2025                                Page 2 of 4
[image: Grace Community Church]
                                   Men of the Word  |  Brad Klassen  |  October 29, 2025                             Page 1 of 4
image1.png
OOOOO




image2.png
grace 3
community
church




