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“The LORD said to Moses, ‘I will also do this 
thing of which you have spoken; for you have 

found favor in My sight and I have known 
you by name.’ Then Moses said, ‘I pray You, 
show me Your glory!’ And He said, ‘I Myself 
will make all My goodness pass before you, 

and will proclaim the name of the LORD

before you; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show compassion 

on whom I will show compassion.’”

—Exodus 33:17–19 



“Then the LORD passed by in front of him and 
proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD God, 

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 

who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, 
who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; 

yet He will by no means leave the guilty
unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on 
the children and on the grandchildren to the 
third and fourth generations.’ Moses made 

haste to bow low toward the earth and 
worship.”

—Exodus 34:6–8



“All are streams from this fountain. He could be none of this, were He not 
first good. When it confers happiness without merit, it is grace. When it 

bestows happiness against merit, it is mercy. When he bears with 
provoking rebels, it is long-suffering. When he performs His promise, it is 
truth. When it meets with a person to whom it is not obliged, it is grace. 

When He meets with a person in the world, to which He hath obliged 
himself by promise, it is truth. When it commiserates a distressed person, it 
is pity. When it supplies an indigent person, it is bounty. When it succors an 

innocent person, it is righteousness. And when it pardons a penitent 
person, it is mercy. All summed up in this

one name of goodness [Exod 33:19].”

—Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 2.220



A. What goodness means.

• The goodness of God is that quality of His essence that makes Him 
profoundly generous to His creatures.

• In other words, God is inherently disposed to show kindness to what 
He has made and to act for its well-being.

• That which is “good” is that which brings 
benefit, advantage, or blessing.

• God not only does what is good and 
beneficial for His creatures, He Himself is the 
good, the benefit for His creatures. 

I. Definition of Divine “Goodness”



• God is good not because He conforms to some external standard or 
impersonal law of “goodness.”

• God Himself is the standard, sum, and source of all that is truly defined 
as “good”; everything we know about goodness comes from God.

• Moreover, goodness is not merely something He displays from time to 
time; it is His very essence. 

• Stephen Charnock defined it as “not a habit added to his essence, but 
his essence itself; he is not first God, and then afterwards good; but he 
is good as he is God” (Works, 3.20).

• He is good because of His essence, not just because He does good.



“The goodness of God . . . is the loveliness, benign character, 
sweetness, friendliness, kindness, and generosity of God. 
Goodness is the very essence of God’s Being, even if there 

were no creature to whom this could be manifested.” 

—Wilhelmus à Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service, 1.122–123 

The goodness of God is “that perfection in God which 
prompts him to deal bountifully and kindly with all His 

creatures. It is the affection which the Creator feels towards 
His sentient creatures as such.” 

—Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 70



“With the cluster of God’s moral perfections [in Exodus 34:6-8] there is 
one in particular to which the term goodness points—the quality which 

God especially singled out from the whole when, proclaiming ‘all his 
goodness’ to Moses, he spoke of himself as ‘abundant in goodness and 
truth’ (Ex 34:6 KJV). This is the quality of generosity. Generosity means 

a disposition to give to others in a way which has no mercenary 
motive and is not limited by what the recipients deserve but 

consistently goes beyond it. Generosity expresses the simple 
wish that others should have what they need to make them 

happy. Generosity is, so to speak, the focal point of God’s 
moral perfection; it is the quality which determines how all 

God’s other excellences are to be displayed.” 

—J. I. Packer, Knowing God, 162



• God’s goodness can be described according to the following 
characteristics:

1. God is inherently good. 

• All goodness is derived from God; He is good due to nothing 
outside of Himself.

2.  God is infinitely good. 

• God is not good because He does good things; He is perfectly 
good in His essence, and His goodness defines all His attributes.

3.  God is immutably good. 

• God’s goodness does not wax or wane; He suffers no mood 
swings nor does the problem of evil challenge Him



• The manifestation of God’s goodness can be seen in three dimensions:

1. God is good to His creation. 

• God is good to everything He has made; He does not create 
arbitrarily, only to inflict harm on what He has made.

2.  God is especially good to His image-bearers.

• God is especially good to those He has created in His image; He 
has crowned mankind “with glory and majesty” (Psalm 8:3–8).

3.  God is exceptionally good to His children.

• God’s is exceptionally good to His elect—to those He has 
determined to save from bondage to sin.



to His 

children

to His

image-bearers

to His 

creation

“God is good to all in some ways, 
and to some in all ways.”

—J. I. Packer



B. What God’s goodness does not mean.

• That God is good does not mean He must deny Himself in order to 
exercise judgment:

1. God’s goodness manifests itself in patience toward sinners by 
delaying their judgment (Acts 14:16–17; 17:30; Rom 2:4).

2. God’s goodness manifests itself in the invitation to salvation to 
escape the judgment sinners deserve (Isa 61:1–3; Luke 13:1–5).

3. God’s goodness manifests itself in the righteous exercise of 
discipline or judgment (Exod 34:6–7; Ps 119:71; Heb 12:7–11).

• The biggest problem for us is not the problem of evil, but the problem 
of good; how can God be so good to us?



II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Goodness

General Testimony:

• Exodus 34:6–7

• Psalm 34:8 – “O taste and see that the LORD is good; how blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in Him!”

• Psalm 100:5 – “For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting 
and His faithfulness to all generations.”

• Psalm 119:68 – “You are good and do good; teach me Your statutes.”

• Matthew 19:17 – “. . . There is only One who is good . . .”



A. God is good to His creation.

• Genesis 1:31 – “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.”

• Psalm 104:27 – “They all wait for You to give them their food in due 
season. You give to them, they gather it up; you open Your hand, they 
are satisfied with good.”

• Psalm 145:9, 15–16 – “The LORD is good to all, and His mercies are 
over all His works. . . . The eyes of all look to You, and You give them 
their food in due time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of 
every living thing.”



• Matthew 6:26–32 – “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not 
sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? And who of 
you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? And why are 
you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; 
they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of 
little faith! Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What 
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ For the Gentiles 
eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things.”

• James 1:17



B. God is especially good to His image-bearers.

• Psalm 8:3–8 – “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; what is 
man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care 
for him? Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You 
crown him with glory and majesty! You make him to rule over the 
works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep 
and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens 
and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the 
seas.”

• Psalm 25:8 – “Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He instructs 
sinners in the way.”



• Ecclesiastes 5:18–20 – “Here is what I have seen to be good and 
fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he 
toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has 
given him; for this is his reward. Furthermore, as for every man to 
whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him 
to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; 
this is the gift of God. For he will not often consider the years of his 
life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart.”

• Ezekiel 33:11 – “‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his 
way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! . . .’”

• Luke 6:35 – “But love your enemies . . . expecting nothing in return; 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; 
for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”



“God might have been pleased to satisfy our hunger without the food 
being pleasing to our palates—how his benevolence appears in the 

varied flavors which he has given to meats, vegetables, and fruits! God 
has not only given us senses, but also that which gratifies them; and this 

too reveals his goodness. The earth might have been as fertile as it is 
without its surface being so delightfully variated. Our physical lives could 

have been sustained without beautiful flowers to regale our eyes with 
their colors, and our nostrils with their sweet perfumes. We might have 

walked the fields without our ears being saluted by the music of 
the birds. Whence, then, this loveliness, this charm, so freely 

diffused over the face of nature? Verily, ‘The tender 
mercies of the Lord are over all his works’ (Ps. 145:9).”

—A. W. Pink, Attributes of God, 75



C. God is exceptionally good to His children.

• Psalm 23:6 – “Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

• Psalm 31:19 – “How great is Your goodness, which You have stored 
up for those who fear You, which You have wrought for those who 
take refuge in You, before the sons of men!”

• Psalm 84:11 – “For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD gives 
grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who 
walk uprightly.”

• Psalm 86:5 – “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and 
abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.”



• John 10:11 – “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down 
His life for the sheep.”

• Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.”

• Romans 8:32 – “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all 
things?” 

• Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ.”

• Philippians 1:6 – “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”



III. What Goodness Demands from Us

A.  Believe that God is good.

• Psalm 34:8 – “O taste and see that the LORD is good; how blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in Him!”

• Exodus 34:6–7a – “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 
who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin.”

• This is why the gospel is “good news.”

• 1 John 4:10 – “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”



“Men are afraid to have good thoughts of God. They think it is 
a boldness to eye God as good, gracious, tender, kind, loving. I 

speak of saints. They can judge Him hard, austere, severe, 
almost implacable, and fierce (the very worst affections of the 
very worst of men, and most hated by God). Is not this soul-
deceit from Satan? Was it not his design from the beginning 

to inject such thoughts of God? Assure yourself, then, there is 
nothing more acceptable to the Father than for us to keep up 

our hearts unto Him as the eternal fountain of all that rich 
grace which flows out to sinners in the blood of Jesus.”

—John Owen, Works, 2.35



B.  Accept that all God’s ways are good.

• We are prone to think that only we know what is truly good for us.

• Genesis 50:20 – “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good.”

• Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.”

• Hebrews 12:7–11 – “. . . For they disciplined us for a short time as 
seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we 
may share His holiness. . . .”



“God can use a crooked stick to draw a straight line.” 

—Martin Luther

“Whatever poison Satan produces, 
God turns it into medicine for His elect.”

—John Calvin



“Nothing can be more consoling to the man of 
God, than the conviction that the Lord who 
made the world governs the world; and that 
every event, great and small, prosperous and 
adverse, is under the absolute disposal of Him 
who doth all things well, and who regulates all 

things for the good of his people.”

—Jerry Bridges, The Practice of Godliness, 214



C. Respond to God’s manifold goodness with gratitude.

• Psalm 100:4–5 – “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts 
with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name. For the LORD is good; 
His lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all 
generations.”

• Psalm 103:1–2 – “Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of 
His benefits.”

• Psalm 106:1 – “Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks 
to the LORD, for He is good; for His 
lovingkindness is everlasting.”



“To us needy creatures the goodness of God is the 
first attribute which excites praise, and that praise 

takes the form of gratitude. We praise the Lord 
truly when we give him thanks for what we have 
received from his goodness. Let us never be slow 
to return unto the Lord our praise; to thank him is 

the least we can do—let us not neglect it.” 

—Spurgeon, Treasury of David, comments on Psalm 106



D. Reflect God’s goodness in your own life.

• God’s goodness is a communicable attribute; it is intended to be 
reflected by the lives of those who bear God’s image.

• Proverbs 3:27 – “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, when it is in your power to do it.”

• Galatians 6:9–10 – “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due 
time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those 
who are of the household of the faith.”

• 3 John 11 – “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. 
The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not 
seen God.”



• Matthew 5:44–45 – “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.”

• Romans 12:21 – “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.”

• Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them.”

• Galatians 5:22 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is . . . goodness.”



E.  Seek God Himself as your greatest good.

• We were created to be satisfied only by the greatest good, and we will 
not find peace until we find it.

• Joel Beeke and Brian Cosby: “To have God is to have the supreme 
good, even if every other good is taken away” (None Else, 145).

• Psalm 73 and the testimony of Asaph:

▪ 73:1–14 – Asaph’s claim – “In vain I have kept my heart pure.”

▪ 73:15–17 – Asaph’s conversion – “I came into the sanctuary.”

▪ 73:18–28 – Asaph’s confession – “Whom have I in heaven but 
You?”



“Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my 
right hand. With Your counsel You will guide me, and afterward receive 
me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire 

nothing on earth. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever. For, behold, those who are 
far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful 
to You. But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the 

Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works.”

—Psalm 73:23–28 



“O taste and see that the 
LORD is good.”

—Psalm 34:8a
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