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One of the great literary mountain peaks of the Bible is Exodus 33–34. With the people of Israel miraculously 
delivered from Egyptian slavery and assembled at the foot of Mount Sinai, Moses asks Yahweh for proof that 
He will not now forsake them but will instead lead them all the way into the Promised Land. Yahweh responds:  
 

“I will also do this thing of which you have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have known you 
by name.” Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness 
pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.” (33:17–19) 

 

Moses wanted a glimpse of Yahweh’s essence—something which was impossible to grant a mere mortal like 
Moses (33:20). But in an act of gracious condescension, Yahweh announces to Moses that He will protect him 
from His blazing glory by placing Moses “in the cleft of the rock” and by covering him with His “hand” (33:21–
22). Yahweh then does just as He said He would: 
 

Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who 
forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 
of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” Moses made haste to 
bow low toward the earth and worship. (34:6–8) 

 

So significant is this revelation of the divine essence that the words Yahweh proclaimed to Moses on Mount 
Sinai become the most repeated words of the Old Testament (see Num 14:18; Deut 4:31; Neh 9:17; Ps 86:15; 
103:8; 145:8; Joel 2:13; etc.). Particularly noteworthy is the fact that this self-declaration serves as Yahweh’s 
own exposition of His “goodness” (cf. Exod 33:19). As Stephen Charnock explains, 
 

All are streams from this fountain. He [Yahweh] could be none of this, were He not first good. When it confers 
happiness without merit, it is grace. When it bestows happiness against merit, it is mercy. When he bears with 
provoking rebels, it is long-suffering. When he performs His promise, it is truth. When it meets with a person to 
whom it is not obliged, it is grace. When He meets with a person in the world, to which He hath obliged himself 
by promise, it is truth. When it commiserates a distressed person, it is pity. When it supplies an indigent person, 
it is bounty. When it succors an innocent person, it is righteousness. And when it pardons a penitent  
person, it is mercy. All summed up in this one name of goodness [Exod 33:19].” (Existence and Attributes of 
God, 2.220) 

 

Goodness is fundamental to who God is. All His moral qualities—compassion, graciousness, patience, 
lovingkindness, truth, faithfulness, forgiveness, righteousness, and justice—arise out of His perfect goodness. 
Consequently, a thorough study of this perfection is necessary if we are to understand God truly. 

  

A. What goodness means. 
 

The goodness of God is that quality of His essence that makes Him profoundly generous to His creatures. 
God is inherently disposed to show kindness to what He has made and to act for its well-being. 
 

It helps at this point to define the term “good.” The word is often used by us in a moral sense to describe 
that which is morally virtuous as opposed to that which is evil (e.g., “John is a good person”). But the term 
speaks of more than just morality. It also speaks of competency and quality (e.g., “John is a good 
carpenter; he made a good table”). But even more than these definitions, the term “good”—when used to 

 

“Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  
–Psalm 106:1 (NASB) 

.” —Psalm 119:68 (NASB) 

I.  Definition of “Divine Goodness” 
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describe God—describes God’s essential disposition to bring benefits and 
advantages to His creatures. God is good because of what He brings to His 
creation—blessing. He does this not only by how He acts toward His creatures. He 
does this because He Himself is their good, their greatest benefit and blessing.  
 

The 17th-century Dutch Reformed theologian Wilhelmus à Brakel defined God’s goodness as follows: “The 
goodness of God . . . is the loveliness, benign character, sweetness, friendliness, kindness, and generosity 
of God. Goodness is the very essence of God’s Being, even if there were no creature to whom this could 
be manifested” (The Christian’s Reasonable Service, 1.122–123). In a similar way, Louis Berkhof defined 
God’s goodness as “that perfection in God which prompts him to deal bountifully and kindly with all His 
creatures. It is the affection which the Creator feels towards His sentient creatures as such” (Systematic 
Theology, 70). In his classic book, Knowing God, J. I. Packer defines God’s goodness with these words: 
 

With the cluster of God’s moral perfections [in Exodus 34:6-8] there is one in particular to which the term 
goodness points—the quality which God especially singled out from the whole when, proclaiming ‘all his 
goodness’ to Moses, he spoke of himself as ‘abundant in goodness and truth’ (Ex 34:6 KJV). This is the 
quality of generosity. Generosity means a disposition to give to others in a way which has no mercenary 
motive and is not limited by what the recipients deserve but consistently goes beyond it. Generosity 
expresses the simple wish that others should have what they need to make them happy. Generosity is, so 
to speak, the focal point of God’s moral perfection; it is the quality which determines how all God’s other 
excellences are to be displayed. (162) 

 

God’s goodness can be described according to the following characteristics: 
 

1. God is inherently good. God is good not because He adheres to some external standard or universal 
law of “goodness.” All goodness is derived from God Himself; He is good due to nothing outside of 
Himself to which He chooses to conform. Therefore, God Himself is the standard, sum, and source of 
all that is truly defined as “good”; everything we truly know about goodness comes from God. 
 

2. God is infinitely good. God is not only good because He does good things. Prior to that, He is perfectly 
good in His essence, and His goodness defines all His attributes. Because He is infinitely good, all the 
acts He will do in time and space automatically display this quality.  
 

3. God is immutably good. God’s goodness does not wax or wane; He suffers no mood swings nor does 
the problem of evil pose a threat to His goodness. Goodness is not something God exhibits from time 
to time. Instead, it is His very essence, and because He never changes, neither does His goodness.  

 

Furthermore, the manifestation of God’s goodness can be seen in three specific dimensions:  
 

1. God is good to His creation. God is good to everything He has made; He does 
not create arbitrarily, only to inflict harm on what He has made. He is the 
antithesis to the sadist who finds joy in inflicting pain on others for no good 
reason. 

  

2. God is especially good to His image-bearers. God is especially good to 
those He has created in His image. He has crowned mankind “with glory 
and majesty” (Psalm 8:3–8). 

 

3. God is exceptionally good to His children. Although God is truly and 
perfectly good to all creation, He is exceptionally good to His elect—to 
those He has determined to save from bondage to sin. As J. I. Packer 
stated, “God is good to all in some ways, and to some in all ways.” 

GOODNESS: 
God’s disposition of 

generosity 

 

God’s goodness: “not a habit added to his essence, but his essence itself; he is not first God, and then 
afterwards good; but he is good as he is God” —Stephen Charnock, Works, 3.20 

to His 

children

to His 

image-bearers

to His 

creation
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B. What God’s goodness does not mean. 
 

That God is good does not mean He must deny Himself in order to exercise judgment. There is no 
contradiction in His perfections. This is observed in that . . .  
 

1. God’s goodness manifests itself in patience toward sinners by delaying their judgment (Matt 5:44–45; 
Luke 6:35; Acts 14:16–17; 17:30; Rom 2:4). God is slow to anger toward the unrighteous. 
 

2. God’s goodness manifests itself in the invitation to salvation to escape the judgment sinners deserve 
(Isa 61:1–3; Ezek 18:23, 32; 33:11; Luke 13:1–5). God does not delight in the death of the wicked. 
 

3. God’s goodness manifests itself in the righteous exercise of discipline or judgment (Exod 34:6–7; Ps 
119:71; Heb 12:7–11). If God did not exercise punishment for sin, He would cease to be good.  

 

“Behold then the kindness and severity of God” (Romans 11:22; see Exodus 34:6-7) 

His Kindness His Severity 

“The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and 
truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who 

forgives iniquity, transgression and sin” (Exod 34:6b–7a) 

“. . . yet He will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on 
the children and on the grandchildren to the 
third and fourth generations” (Exod 34:7b) 

 

The testimony to God’s goodness in Scripture is overwhelming. Over and over again, the biblical writers assert 
that God is good—all the time. Some of the general witness to this perfection includes: 
 

• Exodus 34:6–7 – the exposition of “all God’s goodness” (cf. Exod 33:19) 

• Psalm 34:8; 100:5; 106:1; 119:68 

• Psalm 107 – see the entire psalm 

• Matthew 19:17; Mark 10:18; Luke 18:19 
 

A. God is good to His creation.  
 

• Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31 (“good” and “very good”) 

• Job 38:41; Psalm 36:6; 65:9–13; 104:27; 136:25; 145:9, 15–16 

• Matthew 6:26–32; James 1:17 
 

B. God is especially good to His image-bearers. 
 

• Psalm 8:3–8 (“crowned with glory and majesty”) 

• Psalm 25:8; 107:35–38; Ecclesiastes 5:18–20; Ezekiel 18:23, 32; 33:11 

• Matthew 5:44–45; Luke 6:35; Acts 14:16–17 
 

C. God is exceptionally good to His children. 
 

• Psalm 23 (the whole psalm, beginning with “The LORD is my shepherd . . .”) 

• Psalm 31:19; 34:10; 73:1; 84:11; 86:5; 103:1–5; Isaiah 63:7; Jeremiah 29:10; 32:40–42; Nahum 1:7 

• Matthew 7:7–11; John 10:11; Romans 8:28, 32; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 1:3; 2:4–5; Philippians 
1:6; Titus 3:4–7; Hebrews 2:16  

 

The truth of God’s goodness makes massive claims upon our lives: 
 

III.  What God’s Goodness Demands from Us 

II.  Biblical Testimony to God’s Goodness 



 

                                                         Men of the Word | Brad Klassen | 3/1/23                                       Page 4 of 4 

A. Believe that God is good. David directly calls upon us to “taste and see that the LORD is good!” (Ps 34:8). 
For some this is exceedingly difficult to do. If the struggle with their own flesh was not enough, they have 
been taught that God is only reluctantly good, and that His true disposition is far from profoundly 
generous. But this impression is a lie concocted from the Father of lies. John Owen states it well: 
 

Men are afraid to have good thoughts of God. They think it is a boldness to eye God as good, gracious, 
tender, kind, loving. I speak of saints. They can judge Him hard, austere, severe, almost implacable, and 
fierce (the very worst affections of the very worst of men, and most hated by God). Is not this soul-deceit 
from Satan? Was it not his design from the beginning to inject such thoughts of God? Assure yourself, then, 
there is nothing more acceptable to the Father than for us to keep up our hearts unto Him as the eternal 
fountain of all that rich grace which flows out to sinners in the blood of Jesus.” (Works, 2.35). 

  

B. Accept that all God’s ways are good. We are prone to think that only we know what is truly good for us, 
and openly question the circumstances God sends our way. Such a self-centered view of life leaves us 
devoid of the joy and contentment that can be ours even in the most difficult of situations when we rightly 
interpret our circumstances through the truth of God’s omni-benevolence (Gen 50:20; Rom 8:28; Heb 
12:7–11; etc.). Recognizing that God does not withhold good from us (Ps 84:11) changes everything.  
 

C. Respond to God’s manifold goodness with gratitude. The biblical writers—particularly the psalmists—over 
and over show us that gratitude is the right response when confronted with God’s unfathomable 
generosity (e.g., Psalm 100:4–5; 103:1–2; 106:1; 116:12–14; 136:1; Eph 5:20; 1 Thess 5:16–18; Heb 
13:15). Conversely, ingratitude is a fundamental proof of unbelief (Rom 1:21). 

 

D. Reflect God’s goodness in your own life. God’s goodness is a communicable attribute; it is intended to be 
reflected in the lives of those who bear God’s image and are being transformed to the image of His Son. 
Therefore, by the grace of God and for His glory, strive to be good and do good. Bring benefit and blessing 
to those around you (e.g., Prov 3:27; Matt 5:44–45; Rom 12;21; Gal 6:9–10; Eph 2:10; Gal 5:22; 2 Thess 
3:13; 1 Tim 6:18; Heb 13:16; 3 John 11). 
 

E. Seek God as your greatest good. When one recognizes that the greatest benefit to life is God Himself, 
even more than all the good things God does, then one will find true happiness in seeking and finding Him. 
As Joel Beeke and Brian Cosby state, “To have God is to have the supreme good, even if every other good 
is taken away” (None Else, 145). Asaph’s testimony to this truth is vividly presented in Psalm 73. 

 

Memorize: Psalm 34:8; 106:1                   Sing: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing ” (Hymns of Grace #104) 
 

Pray:  Adore God for the profound generosity He has displayed to you in everything from the smallest details 
of daily life to the most transcendent details of all of life. Confess how frequently you fail to recognize 
His generous hand in your life and ask Him to open your eyes wider to all that He is to you and all that 
He does for you. Pray that He would make you preoccupied with Him as the greatest good to be sought, 
that you could “taste and see” Him as such on an increasing level, and that as a result you would reflect 
His goodness and benefits to everyone you encounter—enemy and friend alike. 

 

Discuss: 
1) In your own words, define God’s “goodness.” 
2) Why do we find it so hard to believe that God is good? How does Genesis 3 explain this skepticism? 
3) Spend considerable time this week reading and meditating upon Psalm 73. Record and share the key 

observations you make from the text and Asaph’s movement from despair to happiness. 
4) As a “son of the Most High” (Luke 6:35), how can you be a blessing to your enemies?  
5) What are practical steps you can take to pursue God as you ultimate good more earnestly. 

 

Audio, video, and handouts for this session: gracechurch.org/motw  
Next meeting: 7pm, March 15, “Love” (livestream at 8pm) 

For Further Study 


