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ὑποκριτής (hypokritēs)

• Literally: “one who opines from 
underneath.” 

• Originally: a “play-actor” or 
“role-player” on a stage. 

• Contemporary: “one who plays 
the part to deceive others 
through his conduct, a 
hypocrite.”



A. What truthfulness means.

• The truthfulness of God refers to His perfect authenticity; everything 
in God, and everything He says and does, corresponds to what it 
means to be God.

• In other words, God is perfectly what God should be; there is no 
inconsistency in His character, knowledge, speech, or actions.

• Louis Berkhof: “The veracity or truth of God is that perfection of His 
Being by virtue of which He fully answers to the idea of the Godhead, 
is perfectly reliable in His revelation, and sees things as they really are” 
(Systematic Theology, 69).

I. Definition of Divine “Truthfulness”



• Q: What is truth?

• A: “Truth” is that which corresponds to reality as determined by God.

(1) “corresponds” – to be in conformity or 
agreement, to match, to be equivalent.

(2) “reality” – the state of things as they 
actually exist.

(3) “God” – the single, ultimate authority, 
able to define reality because of his 
unrestricted sovereignty, absolute 
knowledge, and perfect authenticity. 



• God’s truthfulness can be defined according to the following four 
categories:

1. God is true according to His essence (ontology).

• God is true as to His own existence (Heb 11:6).

• God is the only true God (John 17:3).

2.  God is true according to His knowledge (epistemology).

• God is true as to what He knows of Himself (Isa 40:13–14).

• God is true as to what He knows about His creation (Heb 4:13).



3.  God is true according to His communication (revelation).

• God is true according to all He reveals in His words (special 
revelation); He never speaks lies (Titus 1:2). 

• God is true according to all He reveals in His works (general 
revelation); His works are never misleading (Psalm 111:7–8).

4.  God is true according to His demands (ethics).

• God is true as to what He requires of His creatures (Ps 119:151).

• God is true as to how He judges His creatures (Rev 16:7).



“Truth is what God thinks; it is what God does; it is what God is; 
it is what God has revealed of Himself in the Bible. Truth is 

found in its fullest form in God, for He is truth; He is the very 
source and origin of all truth.” 

—Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, 94



B. What God’s truthfulness does not mean.

• That God is truth does not mean He is received as such by sinful man.

• All sinners have a vivid sense of God; all sinners are theologians in that 
they entertain thoughts of Him. 

• The problem: sinners are both corrupted and they corrupt.

• 1 Corinthians 2:14 – “But a natural man does not accept the        
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and                       
he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”

• Moral bias – the sinner is biased against the truth.

• Rational inability – the sinner is incapable of thinking the truth.



• Romans 1:18–21 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is 
evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they 
knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.”

• The “noetic effects” of sin renders the mind not only incapable of 
understanding and appreciating God’s truth, but also active in its 
suppression and corruption to it.



THE NOETIC EFFECTS OF SIN
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• The Old Testament word for “truth” is the Hebrew term ֱאֶמת, ’ĕmet. 

▪ This term can also have the idea of “trustworthiness” or 
“faithfulness,” indicating that “truth” not only relates to 
knowledge, but to morality as well.

▪ The term often appears in the OT as the twin to the term ֶחֶסד, 
ḥesed (“covenant love” or “lovingkindness”), implying that God’s 
“truthfulness” and “covenant love” are inseparable.

• The New Testament term for “truth” is ἀλήθεια, alētheia, which is used 
to indicate “the quality of being in accord with what is true.”

▪ This term also often appears in the NT with ἀγάπη, agapē, “love.”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Truthfulness



Lovingkindness (ֶחֶסד, ḥesed) and Truthfulness (ֱאֶמת, ’ĕmet) 
in the Old Testament

Exodus 34:6

Psalm 25:10

Psalm 89:14

Psalm 115:1

Psalm 117:2

Psalm 138:2

“Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, 
the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in lovingkindness and truth.”

“All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and truth to those who 
keep His covenant and His testimonies.”

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
lovingkindness and truth go before You.”

“Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory because of 
Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.”

“For His lovingkindness is great toward us, and the truth of the LORD

is everlasting. Praise the LORD!”

“I will bow down toward Your holy temple and give thanks to Your 
name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; for You have magnified 

Your word according to all Your name.”



Love (ἀγάπη) and Truth (ἀλήθεια) in the New Testament

1 Corinthians 
13:4

Ephesians 4:15

1 Peter 1:22

1 John 3:18

2 John 3

3 John 1

“Love . . . rejoices with the truth.”

“speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him 
who is the head, even Christ.”

“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a 
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the 

heart.”

“Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and in truth.”

“Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and 
from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.”

“The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.”



A. God is true according to His essence (ontology).

• Deuteronomy 4:35 – “To you it was shown that you might know that 
the LORD, He is God; there is no other besides Him.”

• Jeremiah 10:10 – “But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God 
and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the 
nations cannot endure His indignation.”

• John 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”

• 1 Thessalonians 1:9 – “For they themselves report about us what 
kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve a living and true God.”



“The fool has said in his heart, 
‘There is no God.’”

—Psalm 14:1



“What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not 
nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? May it never be! Rather, 

let God be found true, though every man be found a liar.”

—Romans 3:3–4a



B. God is true according to His knowledge (epistemology).

• Psalm 147:4–5 – “He counts the number of stars; He gives names to 
all of them. Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; His 
understanding is infinite.”

• Isaiah 40:13–14 – “Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His 
counselor has informed Him? With whom did He consult and who 
gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice 
and taught Him knowledge and informed Him of the way of 
understanding?”

• Hebrews 4:13 – “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but 
all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do.”



“To say that God knows all things and that his knowledge is 
perfect is to say that he is never mistaken in his perception or 

understanding of the world: all that he knows and thinks is 
true and is a correct understanding of the nature of reality.”

—Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 196



C.  God is true according to His communication (revelation).

• 2 Samuel 7:28 – “Now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are 
truth, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant.”

• Psalm 12:6 – “The words of the LORD are pure words; as silver tried in 
a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.”

• Psalm 119:160 – “The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of 
Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.”

• John 17:17 – “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”

• Revelation 15:3b – “Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord 
God, the Almighty; righteous and true are Your ways, King of the 
nations!”



• Numbers 23:19 – “God is not a man, that He 
should lie, nor a son of man, that He should 
repent; has He said, and will He not do it? Or has 
He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

• 1 Samuel 15:29 – “Also the Glory of Israel will not 
lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He 
should change His mind.”

• 2 Timothy 2:13 – “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He 
cannot deny Himself.”

• Titus 1:1–2 – “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the 
truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, 
which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.”



D. God is true according to His demands (ethics).

• Nehemiah 9:13 – “Then You came down on Mount Sinai, and spoke 
with them from heaven; You gave them just ordinances and true 
laws, good statutes and commandments.”

• Psalm 19:9b – “The judgments of the LORD are true; they are 
righteous altogether.”

• Psalm 51:4 – “Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is 
evil in Your sight, so that You are justified when You speak and 
blameless when You judge.”

• Revelation 16:7 – “And I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, O Lord God, the 
Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.’”



“Moral absolutes rest upon God’s character. The 
moral commands He has given to men are an 

expression of His character. Men as created in His 
image are to live by choice on the basis of what 

God is. The standards of morality are determined 
by what conforms to His character, while those 

things which do not conform are immoral.”

—Francis Schaeffer



III. What Truthfulness Demands from Us

A.  Truth cannot be known apart from God.

• The very concept of truth can only be accounted for when viewed in 
relation to the one true God. 

• All quests for truth that do not have Him as the goal are futile.

• Psalm 36:9 – “For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see 
light.

• All quests for Him that do not proceed through Jesus Christ will fail. 

• John 14:6 – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father but through Me.”



“Without absolutes revealed from 
without by God Himself, we are left 

rudderless in a sea of conflicting 
ideas about matters, justice and right 
and wrong, issuing from a multitude 

of self-opinionated thinkers.”

—John Owen



“Truth cannot be adequately explained, recognized, understood, or 
defined without God as the source. Since He alone is eternal and 

self-existent and He alone is the Creator of all else, He is the 
fountain of all truth. If you don’t believe that, try defining truth 

without reference to God, and see how quickly all such definitions 
fail. The moment you begin to ponder the essence of truth, you are 
brought face-to-face with the requirement of a universal absolute—

the eternal reality of God. Conversely, the whole concept of truth 
instantly becomes nonsense (and every imagination of the human 

heart therefore turns to sheer foolishness) as soon as people 
attempt to remove the thought of God from their minds.”

—John MacArthur, The Truth War, 4



B.  Sin is rebellion against the truth.

• At the root of any sin is always a rejection of the truth.

• Daniel 9:37 – “As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity 
has come on us; yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our 
God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Your truth.”

• Romans 1:18, 25 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness. . . . For they exchanged the truth of 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”

• Hebrew 3:13 – “But encourage one another day after day . . . so that 
none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”



• The father of all sin is the devil himself, whose title is “the father of 
lies.”

• John 8:44–47 – Jesus states, “You are of your father the devil, and 
you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no 
truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I speak the 
truth, you do not believe Me. Which one of you convicts Me of sin? 
If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears 
the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you 
are not of God.”

• A key question to ask in the midst of temptation: “What is the 
truth?”



C. Only God’s truth can set you free.

• John 8:32 – “And you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.”

• John 8:31 – “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples 
of Mine.”

• This “freedom” is not the freedom of self-determination, self-
governance, or self-gratification—it is freedom from those things, 
found in submission to Christ (“disciples of Mine”).

• This “freedom” is not found in psychology, science, philosophy, or 
intuition—it is freedom found in submission to Christ’s teaching 
(“My word”).



D. God’s word must be accepted as true.

• What it describes must be accepted without skepticism.

• What it commands must be accepted without exception.

“The importance of inerrancy generates from 
the very perfections of the character of God 
Himself who cannot lie. To say that His Word 

errs or is imperfect is to blaspheme God 
Himself who is the Author of His Word.”

—David Farnell



E.  We must speak the truth. 

• Truthfulness is a communicable quality; as God’s image bearers, 
we have been created to imitate Him in His truthfulness.

• Exodus 20:16 – “You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.”

• Proverbs 12:22 – “Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but 
those who deal faithfully are His delight.”

• Ephesians 4:15 – “but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.”

• Colossians 3:9 – “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside 
the old self with its evil practices.”



• This includes keeping promises.

• Matthew 5:33–37 – “Again, you have heard that the ancients were 
told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO

THE LORD.’ But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, 
for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is the footstool of 
His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. Nor 
shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one 
hair white or black. But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, 
no’; anything beyond these is of evil.”

• This includes confronting in sin.

• 1 Thessalonians 5:14 – “We urge you, brethren, admonish the 
unruly . . . .”



“Here is the great evangelical disaster—the 
failure of the evangelical world to stand for truth 

as truth. There is only one word for this—
accommodation: the evangelical church has 

accommodated to the world spirit of the age. . . . 
Truth carries with it confrontation. Truth demands 

confrontation: loving confrontation, but 
confrontation nevertheless. If our reflex action is 

always accommodation regardless of the centrality 
of the truth involved, there is something wrong.”

—Francis Schaeffer



F.  God is worthy of worship because He is truthful.

• Psalm 108:3–4 – “I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the 
peoples, and I will sing praises to You among the nations. For Your 
lovingkindness is great above the heavens, and Your truth reaches to 
the skies.”

• Psalm 115:1 – “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give 
glory because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.”

• Psalm 117:1–2 – “Praise the LORD, all nations; laud Him, all peoples! 
For His lovingkindness is great toward us, and the truth of the LORD is 
everlasting. Praise the LORD!”

• Romans 3:4a – “Let God be found true, though every man be found a 
liar.”



“The sum of Your word is 
truth, and every one of Your 

righteous ordinances is 
everlasting.”

—Psalm 119:160
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