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A. What omnipresence means.

• The word “omnipresence” is derived from two Latin terms: 

omni (“all”) + praesentia (“presence”) = “all-present”

• The omnipresence of God refers to His limitless, non-spatial 
existence; He exists everywhere all at once. 

• God is independent from space; He does not need it to exist and is 
therefore measureless.

• Yet God is also present in space and is so fully—with all His essence.

I. Definition of Divine “Omnipresence”



• Q: What is space?

• A: “The dimensions of height, depth, and 
width within which all things exist and move” 
(Pocket Oxford English Dictionary, 878)

• A: “Space” is “the heavens and the earth” 
which God Himself created (Gen 1:1).

• By definition, creatures are space-dependent 
and space-limited.

• Creatures cannot be in two places at once, and 
so they must move.

• As omnipresent, God is the opposite.



God’s Relationship to Space

Attribute Description Emphasis

Immensity

Omnipresence
Immanence

(God fills every 
point in space)

Transcendence
(God is above 
and beyond)

God transcends all spatial 
limitations and cannot be 

measured by height, length 
depth, or width.

God is present in His 
perfect essence at each 

and every point in space.



“Immensity is such a property of God, by which 
he cannot be measured or circumscribed by any 

place, he fills all places without multiplying or 
extension of his essence. He is neither shut up in 

any place, nor shut out from any place, but is 
Immense; he is without place, and above place, 
present everywhere without any extension of 

matter, but in an unspeakable manner.” 

—Edward Leigh, System or Body of Divinity, 173



• As omnipresent, God is wholly present with all of His being in every 
point of space.

• He is neither “diffused” nor “stretched” in His presence to the opposite 
corners of His creation.

• As such, He holds together every molecule and governs all matter and 
time by His immediate presence.

• But while God is equally present everywhere in space, He is not bound 
to act the same way in every place.

• Although God does not move in His being, He does manifest His 
presence differently in different places.



B. What God’s presence does not mean.

1. God exists within space (paganism).

SpaceGod



2. God is synonymous with space (pantheism).

God = Space



3.  God exists outside of space, not in it (deism; transcendentalism).

God

Space



4.  God stretches Himself to occupy all of space.

God

Space



5.  God is larger than space. 

God

Space



• The biblical testimony to God’s immensity and omnipresence can be 
arranged in four categories—each describing a particular relationship of 
God to space:

1) God’s creation of space: He brought it into existence (e.g., Gen 
1:1). 

2) God’s rule over space: He owns and controls it (e.g., Deut 10:14).

3) God’s transcendence over space: it cannot contain Him (e.g., 1 
Kgs 8:27).

4) God’s immanence within space: He is wholly present everywhere 
within it (e.g. Ps 139:7–16).

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Omnipresence



• Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

• Deuteronomy 4:39 – “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 
that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there 
is no other.”

• Deuteronomy 10:14 – “Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and 
the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it.”

• 1 Kings 8:27 – “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house 
which I have built!”

• Psalm 97:9 – “For You are the LORD Most High over all the earth; You are 
exalted far above all gods.”



• Psalm 139:7–16 – “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee 
from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I make my 
bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the dawn, if I 
dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, 
and Your right hand will lay hold of me. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will 
overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night,’ even the 
darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day. 
Darkness and light are alike to You. For You formed my inward parts; you 
wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul 
knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was 
made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your 
eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all 
written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not 
one of them.”



• Proverbs 15:3 – “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, watching the 
evil and the good.”

• Proverbs 15:11 – “Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD, how 
much more the hearts of men!”

• Isaiah 57:15a – “For thus says the high and exalted One who lives 
forever, whose name is Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and holy place, and also
with the contrite and lowly of spirit.’”

• Jeremiah 23:23–24 – “‘Am I a God who is near,’ declares the LORD, ‘And 
not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see 
him?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ 
declares the LORD.”



• Matthew 28:20b – “And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”

• Acts 7:48–50 – “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made 
by human hands; as the prophet says ‘HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND EARTH IS

THE FOOTSTOOL OF MY FEET; WHAT KIND OF HOUSE WILL YOU BUILD FOR ME?,’ says 
the Lord, ‘OR WHAT PLACE IS THERE FOR MY REPOSE? WAS IT NOT MY HAND WHICH

MADE ALL THESE THINGS?’”

• Acts 17:28a – “For in Him we live and move and exist.”

• Colossians 1:17 – “He [the Son] is before all things, and in Him all things 
hold together.”



“Few other truths are taught in the Scriptures with as great 
clarity as the doctrine of the divine omnipresence. Those 

passages supporting this truth are so plain that it would take 
considerable effort to misunderstand them. They declare that 

God is imminent in His creation, that there is no place in 
heaven or earth or hell where men may hide from His 

presence. They teach that God is at once far off and near, and 
that in Him men move and live and have their being.” 

—A. W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy, 80



III. What Omnipresence Demands from Us

A.  There is no private sin.

• God “sees” every sin in all its vividness; there is no place to hide.

• Proverbs 5:21 – “For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the 
LORD, and He watches all his paths.”

• Proverbs 15:3 – “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, watching 
the evil and the good.”

• Jeremiah 23:23–24 – “‘Am I a God who is near,’ declares the LORD, 
‘And not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I 
do not see him?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the 
earth?’ declares the LORD.”



“When you wish to do something evil, you retire from the public into 
your house where no enemy may see you; from those places of your 

house which are open and visible to the eyes of men you remove 
yourself into your room; even in your room you fear some witness from 

another quarter; you retire into your heart, there you meditate: he is 
more inward than your heart. Wherever, therefore, you shall have fled, 

there he is. From yourself, whither will you flee? Will you not 
follow yourself wherever you shall flee? But since there is 

One more inward even than yourself, there is no place 
where you may flee from God angry but to God reconciled. 
There is no place at all whither you may flee. Will you flee 

from him? Flee unto him.”

—Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms, Ps 74



B. God is never too far away to save.

• The doctrine of God’s nearness either instills terror, or compels faith. 

• Psalm 145:18 – “The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who 
call upon Him in truth.”

• Isaiah 59:1 – “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not so short 
that it cannot save; nor is His ear so dull that it 
cannot hear.”

• Matthew 1:23 (Isa 7:14) – “‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL

BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL

HIS NAME IMMANUEL,’ which translated means, ‘GOD

WITH US.’”



C.  The child of God is never alone. 

• To be one of God’s redeemed is to possess the promise of God’s 
saving and preserving presence.

• Psalm 23:4 – “Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me.”

• Romans 8:38–39 – “For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”



“‘Immanuel, God with us.’ It is hell’s terror. Satan 
trembles at the sound of it. . . . Let him come to you 

suddenly, and do you but whisper that word, ‘God with 
us,’ back he falls, confounded and confused. . . . ‘God 

with us’ is the laborer’s strength. How could he preach 
the gospel, how could he bend his knees in prayer, how 
could the missionary go into foreign lands, how could 

the martyr stand at the stake, how could the confessor 
own his Master, how could men labor if that one word 

were taken away? . . . ‘God with us’ is eternity’s sonnet, 
heaven’s hallelujah, the shout of the glorified, the song 

of the redeemed, the chorus of the angels, the 
everlasting oratorio of the great orchestra of the sky.”

—Charles Spurgeon



“Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have 
you become disturbed within me? 

Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him for the help 
of His presence.”

—Psalm 42:5



“Have you realized that most of your unhappiness in life is 
due to the fact that you are listening to yourself instead of 
talking to yourself? Take those thoughts that come to you 
in the moment you wake up in the morning. You have not 

originated them but they are talking to you, they bring back 
the problems of yesterday, etc. Somebody is talking. Who is 

talking to you? Your self is talking to you. Now this man’s 
treatment [Psalm 42:5] was this: instead of allowing this 
self to talk to him, he starts talking to himself. ‘Why art 
thou cast down, O my soul?’ he asks.  His soul had been 
depressing him, crushing him. So he stands up and says: 

‘Self, listen for a moment, I will speak to you.’” 

—Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Spiritual Depression, 20



D.  Worship is necessary in every place.

• Psalm 16:8, 11 – “I have set the LORD continually before me; because 
He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. . . . You will make known 
to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right 
hand there are pleasures forever.”

• Psalm 139:7 – “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee 
from Your presence?” 

• John 4:19–21 – “The woman said to Him, ‘Sir, I perceive that You are a 
prophet. Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.’”



“Let us know, that as wheresoever the fish moves, it is 
in the water; wheresoever the bird moves, it is in the 
air; so wheresoever we move, we are in God. As there 
is not a moment but we are under his mercy, so there 
is not a moment that we are out of his presence. Let 

us therefore look upon nothing, without thinking who 
stands by, without reflecting upon him in whom it 

lives, moves and hath its being.”  

—Stephen Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 403



E.  God’s manifest presence must be our greatest desire.

• The believer’s longing is not merely a better understanding of God 
nearness in omnipresent existence, but His manifestation in glory.

• Psalm 73:21–28 – “When my heart was embittered and I was pierced 
within, then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before 
You. Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of 
my right hand. With Your counsel You will guide me, and afterward 
receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, 
I desire nothing on earth. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion forever. For, behold, those 
who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are 
unfaithful to You. But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I 
have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works.”



“And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 
‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 
will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, 

and God Himself will be among them.’”

—Revelation 21:3



“Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of 

death, I fear no evil, 
for You are with me.”

—Psalm 23:4a
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