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A. What omniscience means.

• The word “omniscience” is derived from two Latin terms: 

omni (“all”) + scientia (“knowledge”) = “all-knowing”

• The omniscience of God refers to His perfect and absolute knowledge 
of all things. 

• There is nothing knowable which God does not know, or which God 
must learn.

• As such, God’s knowing is categorically different than ours; our 
experience of knowledge can never be projected onto Him.

I. Definition of Divine “Omniscience”



▪ God knows innately; man knows inductively (God never learns, 
discovers, or is surprised).

▪ God knows independently; man knows dependently (God relies on 
nothing outside of Himself for knowing).

▪ God knows infinitely; man knows finitely (God is not limited by 
breadth, depth, or height).

▪ God knows immutably; man knows variably (God’s knowledge does 
not ebb and flow; He never forgets or relearns).

▪ God knows infallibly; man knows fallibly (God’s knowledge contains 
no false elements).D
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• This absolute knowledge exists in two categories: (a) God’s knowledge 
of Himself, and (b) God’s knowledge of everything outside of Himself.

1. God’s knowledge of Himself refers to His knowledge of who He is and 
what it means to be God.

• This is God’s perfect, inter-trinitarian self-knowledge.

▪ John 1:18 – “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”

▪ 1 Corinthians 2:10–11 – “For to us God revealed them through 
the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of 
God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of 
God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”



2. God’s knowledge of everything outside of Himself refers to His 
knowledge of everything that exists or occurs or could exist or occur.

• This is God’s perfect knowledge of everything He chooses to bring 
into reality and everything He chooses not to bring into reality.

a) God’s knowledge of everything that is real—that exists or occurs:

▪ Isaiah 42:9 – “Behold, the former things have come to pass 
[the things God formerly foretold through earlier prophets], 
now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim
them to you.”

▪ Hebrews 4:13 – “And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do.”
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b) God’s knowledge of everything that is not real—all that is possible
but will never exist or happen. 

• This knowledge is not of something which may happen, but about 
which God is unsure (“Plan B” if “Plan A” is thwarted).

• Rather, it is knowledge of infinite possibilities of things which God 
has not determined to bring to pass.

▪ Matthew 11:21, 23 – “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon 
which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. . . . And you, Capernaum, will not be 
exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if
the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it 
would have remained to this day.”Im

p
o

ss
ib

le
 

P
o

ss
ib

il
it

ie
s



“God’s omniscience refers to God’s total knowledge of all things actual 
and potential. God knows not only all that is, but everything that 
possibly could be. The expert chess player exemplifies a kind of 
omniscience, though it is limited to the options of chess play. He knows 
that his opponent can make move A, B, C, or D, and so forth. Each 
possible move opens up certain countermoves. The more moves ahead 
the expert can consider, the more he can control his chess-game 
destiny. The more options and counter-options one considers, 
the more complex and difficult the reasoning. In reality 
no chess player is omniscient. God knows not only all 
available options, but also which option will be exercised.”

—R. C. Sproul, What Is Reformed Theology?, 171



B. What God’s omniscience does not mean.

1. God’s perfect knowledge relates only to the past and present—not to 
the future. Instead, God’s knowledge of the future is “open.” He 
knows possibilities of what may happen, but His knowledge is not 
definitive.

• This is the view of open theism. 

• “His providence is to be seen in the rich potential with which the 
creation is endowed. The future is not wholly predetermined and 
hence is open to a measure of determination by God and 
ourselves. God’s purposes are achieved as we align our actions 
with his will and, perhaps, also by his direction actions” (David 
Bartholomew, God, Chance and Purpose, 242).



2. God’s perfect knowledge of the future relates to His ability to look 
ahead and see what will happen. It is a passive knowledge, not an 
active knowledge.

• This is the view of classic Arminianism.

• Like Open Theists, Arminians believe that God has given man 
freedom to make his choices independent of God’s sovereignty. 

• But unlike Open Theists, Arminians believe that God does know the 
future, and even knows it perfectly. 

• How? God in eternity past “looked through the corridor of time” 
and saw what men will choose.

• Thus, divine omniscience = intellectual awareness.



3. God’s perfect knowledge of the future relates to His ability to know all 
future possibilities. God knows all the potential choices man can make, 
where each choice will lead, and how to influence those without 
infringing upon ultimate human freedom.

• This is the view of Molinism.

• Molinists also believe that God has given man freedom to make His 
choices independent of God’s sovereignty. 

• However, Molinists believe that God’s infinite knowledge relates to 
His exhaustive knowledge of the possibilities. 

• This omniscience, however, exists independent of His sovereign 
will. 



“God not only knows whatsoever has happened in the past in 
every part of His vast domains, and He is not only thoroughly 

acquainted with everything that is now transpiring 
throughout the entire universe, but He is also perfectly 

cognizant of every event, from the least to the greatest, that 
ever will happen in the ages to come. God’s knowledge of the 
future is as complete as is His knowledge of the past and the 
present, and that, because the future depends entirely upon 
Himself. Were it in anywise possible for something to occur 
apart from either the direct agency or permission of God, 

then that something would be independent of Him, and He 
would at once cease to be Supreme.”

—A. W. Pink, The Attributes of God, 19



• 1 Samuel 2:3 – “Boast no more so very proudly, do not let arrogance 
come out of your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge . . . .”

• Psalm 33:11 – “The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His 
heart from generation to generation.”

• Psalm 139:2–4 – “You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You 
understand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path and my lying 
down, and are intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there 
is a word on my tongue, behold, O LORD, You know it all.” 

• Psalm 147:4–5 – “He counts the number of stars; He gives names to all of 
them. Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding is 
infinite.”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Omniscience



• Isaiah 40:13–14 – “Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His 
counselor has informed Him? With whom did He consult and who gave 
Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice and 
taught Him knowledge and informed Him of the way of understanding?”

• Isaiah 40:27–28 – “Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, ‘My 
way is hidden from the LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice 
of my God’? Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting 
God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become 
weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.”

• Isaiah 44:7–8 – “Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let 
him recount it to Me in order, from the time that I established the 
ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming 
and the events that are going to take place.”



• Daniel 2:20–23 – “Daniel said, ‘Let the name of 
God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and 
power belong to Him. It is He who changes the 
times and the epochs; He removes kings and 
establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men 
and knowledge to men of understanding. It is He 
who reveals the profound and hidden things; He 
knows what is in the darkness, and the light 
dwells with Him. To You, O God of my fathers, I 
give thanks and praise, for You have given me 
wisdom and power; even now You have made 
known to me what we requested of You, for You 
have made known to us the king’s matter.’”



• Matthew 6:8 – “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask Him.”

• Ephesians 1:11 – “we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the 
counsel of His will.”

• Romans 11:33 – “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
unfathomable His ways!”

• Hebrews 4:13 – “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do.”



III. What Omniscience Demands from Us

A.  God’s knowledge humbles us.

• All to often we are like Job—we want to put God on the stand.

• Job 38:1–7 – “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and 
said, ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Now gird up your loins like a man, and I will ask you, and you instruct 
Me! Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell
Me, if you have understanding, who set its measurements? Since you 
know. Or who stretched the line on it? On what were its bases sunk? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy? . . .” 



• Job 42:1–6 – “Then Job answered the LORD and said, ‘I know that 
You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be 
thwarted. . . . Therefore I have declared that which I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. . . . 
Therefore I retract, and I repent in dust and ashes.”

“The mind of God may be clear, but it is 
also infinitely complex, and the man who 

claims to have understood it in any 
exhaustive sense is deluding himself.” 

—Gerald Bray, “Church Fathers and Their Use of 
Scripture,” 167



“In the consideration of this excellent attribute, what 
low thoughts should we have about our own 

knowledge, and how humble ought we to be before 
God! There is nothing man is more apt to be proud of 
than his knowledge; it is a perfection he glories in; but 
if our own knowledge of the little outside and barks of 
things puffs us up, the consideration of the infiniteness 

of God’s knowledge should abate the tumor. As our 
beings are nothing in regard to the infiniteness of his 
essence, so our knowledge is nothing in regard of the 

vastness of his understanding.”

—Stephen Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 474



B. God’s knowledge leads us to repentance. 

• Sinner, He knows.

• Psalm 90:8 – “You have placed our iniquities before You, our secret
sins in the light of Your presence.”

“Can a man’s conscience easily and delightfully swallow that which falls 
under the cognizance of God, when it is hateful to the eye of his holiness, 

and renders the actor odious to him? . . . Temptations have no 
encouragement to come near him who is constantly armed with the 

thoughts that his sin is booked in God’s omniscience.”

—Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 495



• John 4:17–18 – “The woman answered and said, ‘I 
have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You have correctly 
said, “I have no husband”; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your 
husband; this you have said truly.’” 

• John 4:25–26 – “The woman said to Him, ‘I know that Messiah is 
coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare 
all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to you am He.’”

• John 4:29–30 – “‘Come, see a man who told me all the things that I 
have done; this is not the Christ, is it?’ They went out of the city, and
were coming to Him.”

• John 4:39 – “From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him 
because of the word of the woman who testified, ‘He told me all the 
things that I have done.’”



Lord, all I am is known to Thee:
In vain my soul would try

To shun Thy presence, or to flee
The notice of Thine eye.

Thy all surrounding sight surveys
My rising and my rest,

My public walks, my private ways,
The secrets of my breast.

My thoughts lie open to Thee, Lord,
Before they’re formed within;

And ere my lips pronounce the word,
Thou knowest the sense I mean.

O wondrous knowledge! deep and high:
Where can a creature hide?
Within Thy circling arms I lie,

Beset on every side.

Lord, All I Am Is Known to Thee
(Isaac Watts, 1719)



C.  God’s knowledge brings us comfort. 

• Anxious saint, your God knows what you need.

• Matthew 6:8 – “So do not be like them; for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask Him.”

• Luke 12:6–7 – “Are not five sparrows sold for two 
cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before 
God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable 
than many sparrows.”



“Here is encouragement to prayer. There is no 
cause for fearing that the petitions of the 

righteous will not be heard, or that their sighs and 
tears shall escape the notice of God, since he 

knows the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
There is no danger of the individual saint being 
overlooked amidst the multitude of supplicants 

who daily and hourly present their various 
petitions, for an infinite Mind is capable of paying

the same attention to millions as if only one 
individual were seeking his attention.

—A. W. Pink, The Attributes of God, 23



• Doubting saint, your God knows your heart.

• He knew all your life—from beginning to end—when He chose you.

“The apprehension of God’s infinite knowledge should fill the Christian 
with adoration. The whole of my life stood open to His view from the 

beginning. He foresaw my every fall, my every sin, my every backsliding; 
yet, nevertheless, fixed His heart upon me. Oh, how the realization of this 

should bow me in wonder and worship before Him!”

—Pink, The Attributes of God, 26

• John 21:17 – “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”



D.  God’s knowledge fosters our worship.

• That God is always and ever complete and perfect in knowledge, that 
He never learns or is errant in His understanding, should fill us with 
fearful adoration.

• Romans 11:33–35 – “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR

WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT

BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him and through Him and to Him 
are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”



E.  God’s knowledge convinces us to trust His word.

• The biggest challenge Christians face is not in understanding the 
Bible, but in believing that what it says is faithful and true.

• Isaiah 44:7–8 – “Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; 
yes, let him recount it to Me in order, from the time that I 
established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the 
things that are coming and the events that are going to take place.”

• Proverbs 3:5–6 – “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your paths straight.”



“To the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, 
be the glory forever.”

—Romans 16:27
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