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“If that were God’s plan, it’s a bad bargain. I don’t want 
to have to deal with a God like that.”

“The theological conclusion I came to is that God could 
have been all-powerful at the beginning, but he chose 
to designate two areas of life off-limits to his power. He 
would not arbitrarily interfere with laws of nature. And 
secondly, God would not take away our freedom to 
choose between good and evil.”



A. What omnipotence means.

• The word “omnipotence” is derived from two Latin terms: 

omni (“all”) + potentia (“power”) = “all-powerful”

• The omnipotence of God refers to His ability to accomplish anything 
He pleases without diminishing His power. 

• What God desires to do, He does. 

I. Definition of Divine “Omnipotence”

• Because His power is infinite, He never gets tired nor 
uses up or exhausts His power when He exercises it. 



• James Ussher (A Body of Divinity) described five characteristics of 
God’s omnipotence:

1) He is able to perform whatever He desires, 
whatever is not contrary to His will.

2) He can do all things without exertion, with ease.

3) He can do all things either with the use of 
means, or apart from means.

4) There is nothing and no one that can resist Him.

5) All other creatures that have power exercise it 
dependently upon Him.



“God’s omnipotence describes His ability 
to do anything consistent with His 

nature.”

—John MacArthur & Richard Mayhue, 
Biblical Doctrine, 177



B. What God’s omnipotence does not mean.

1. Some contend that if God is omnipotent, He must be able to do 
everything imaginable, even that which is absurd, contradictory,
immoral, and self-defeating.

• But God’s omnipotence does not 
obligate God to do everything 
imaginable, nor to do that which 
is contrary to His essence. 

• God exercises infinite power in 
absolute freedom, but always in 
perfect harmony with His 
character and will.



“God is omnipotent, and yet he cannot 
die, he cannot lie, he cannot deny 

himself. How is he omnipotent then? He 
is omnipotent for the very reason that 

he cannot do these things. For if he 
could die, he would not be omnipotent.”

—Augustine



2. Others contend that God’s power must be limited by causes outside of 
Himself and beyond His control.

• An ancient Christian heresy known as Manichaeism taught that 
God was engaged in an epic battle between good and evil, with 
the outcome not entirely clear.

• Some Charismatics today believe that God’s power is 
limited by the forces of darkness, and that God needs 
human or angelic engagement to help win the battle. 

• Arminians believe that God’s power has been limited 
by His creation of human beings: either by His own 
choice or by external necessity, the law of “free will” 
places limits on how God can exercise His power.
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• Others believe that the only way to explain the presence of evil 
in the world (“theodicy”) is to conclude that God’s power is 
limited. 

▪ God cannot be all-loving and all-
powerful at the same time—or evil 
would not exist.

▪ But evil exists, so God is either all-loving 
but not all-powerful, or He is all-
powerful but not all-loving.

• All such denials of God’s omnipotence arise from human reason 
operating in rejection of God’s self-witness in His word. 



A. The general biblical witness to God’s infinite power.

• Deuteronomy 10:17 – “For the LORD your God is the God of gods and 
the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who 
does not show partiality nor take a bribe.”

• 2 Chronicles 20:6 – Jehoshaphat prays, “O LORD, the God of our 
fathers, are You not God in the heavens? And are You not ruler over all 
the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are in Your hand so 
that no one can stand against You.’”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Omnipotence



• Nehemiah 9:32 – Nehemiah addresses God in prayer, “Now 
therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, 
who keeps covenant and lovingkindness . . .”

• Job 23:13 – Job states about the LORD: “But He is unique and who can 
turn Him? And what His soul desires, that He does.”

• Job 42:2 – “Then Job answered the LORD and said, ‘I know that You 
can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.’”

• Psalm 62:11 – “Once God has spoken; twice I have heard this: that 
power belongs to God.”

• Psalm 115:3 – “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He 
pleases.”



• Isaiah 14:27 – “For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can 
frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it 
back?”

• Isaiah 40:26 – “Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created 
these stars, the One who leads forth their host by number, He calls 
them all by name; because of the greatness of His might and the 
strength of His power, not one of them is missing.”

• Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens 
and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too difficult for You.”

• Nahum 1:3 – “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the 
LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In whirlwind and 
storm is His way, and clouds are the dust beneath His feet.”



• Matthew 19:26 – Regarding the salvation of the rich man, Jesus said, 
“With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

• Luke 1:37 – Regarding the virgin conception of the Messiah, the 
angel says to Mary, “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

• Romans 1:20 – “For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they 
are without excuse.”

• Revelation 1:8 – “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, 
‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”



B. The witness to God’s infinite power from His names and titles.

• “Lord” (Adonai, Kurios)

• “LORD God” (Yahweh Elohim)

• “Lord GOD” (Adonai Yahweh)

• “God Almighty” (El Shaddai)

• “Almighty” (Shaddai)

• “LORD of Hosts” (Yahweh Sabaoth)

• “God Most High” (El Elyon)

• “Mighty One of Jacob/Israel”

• “Mighty God” (El Gibbor)

• “The King”

• “The only Sovereign”

• “King of kings and Lord of 
lords”



C. The witness to God’s infinite power from His works. 

• Creating the universe (e.g., Jeremiah 10:12)

• Sustaining the universe (e.g., Hebrews 1:3)

• Orchestrating a world-wide flood (e.g., Psalm 29:10)

• Delivering Israel from slavery in Egypt (e.g., Daniel 9:15)

• Resurrecting the dead (e.g., 1 Corinthians 6:14)

• Judging the wicked (e.g., Isaiah 13:6)

• Saving sinners (e.g., Romans 1:16)



III. What Omnipotence Demands from Us

A.  God’s power warns the sinner of his fate.

• Sinner, you will not prevail in your resistance.

• Isaiah 1:24 – “Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, the Mighty One of 
Israel, declares, ‘Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries and avenge 
Myself on My foes.’”

• Luke 12:5 – Jesus says, “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the 
One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell 
you, fear Him!”



“How foolish is every sinner. Can we poor worms 
strut it out against infinite power? Oh, that every 
obstinate sinner would think of this, and consider 

his unmeasurable boldness in thinking himself able 
to grapple with omnipotence! What force can any 
have to resist the presence of Him before whom 

rocks melt, and the heavens at length shall be 
shriveled up as a parchment by the last fire! As the 
light of God’s face is too dazzling to be beheld by 
us, so the arm of His power is too mighty to be 

opposed by us.”

—Stephen Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 459



B. God’s power makes the gospel believable. 

• The gospel is a promise: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved” (John 3:16).

• Anyone can utter a promise. The issue is, can he bring it to pass?

• Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.”

• 1 Corinthians 1:18 – “For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.”



O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing!

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.



“The strong God can conquer thy 
strong corruption; though sin be 

too hard for thee, yet not for him.” 

—Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity, 81



C.  God’s power compels us to reverent worship. 

• We do not worship an impotent God of limitations.

• Psalm 21:13 – “Be exalted, O LORD, in Your strength; we will sing and 
praise Your power.”

• Ephesians 3:20–21 – “Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.”

• Revelation 4:11 – “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive 
glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because 
of Your will they existed, and were created.”



“Wisdom and power are the ground of the respect 
we give to men; they being both infinite in God, are 

the foundation of a solemn honor to be returned 
to him by his creatures. If a man make a curious 

engine, we honor him for his skill; if another 
vanquish a vigorous enemy, we admire him for his 
strength; and shall not the efficacy of God’s power 
in creation, government, redemption, inflame us 

with a sense of the honor of his name and 
perfections! . . . What reverence and adoration 
doth this mighty power, joined with an infinite 

wisdom in God, demand at our hands.”

—Stephen Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 
2.88–89 



I Sing the Mighty Power of God

I sing the mighty power of God,
that made the mountains rise,

That spread the flowing seas abroad,
and built the lofty skies.

I sing the wisdom that ordained
the sun to rule the day;

The moon shines full at God’s command,
and all the stars obey.



D.  God’s power comforts us in our weakness. 

• The omnipotence of God allows us to answer the question, “Whom 
shall I fear?,” with a resounding, “No one!”

• Psalm 27:1 – “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread?”

• Psalm 46:1–3 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should 
change and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; 
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains quake at its 
swelling pride. Selah.”

• Ephesians 6:10 – “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
His might.”



“It is impossible for that man to 
despair who remembers that his 

Helper is omnipotent.”

—Jeremy Taylor



D.  God’s power energizes our feeble ministry. 

• John 15:5 – “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”

• Colossians 1:28–29 – “We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and 
teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every 
man complete in Christ. For this purpose also I labor, striving 
according to His power, which mightily works within me.”

• 2 Corinthians 4:7 – “ But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness 
of the power will be of God and not from 
ourselves.”

• The omnipotence of God transforms our 
inadequate efforts into something pleasing to God.



“But our God is in the 
heavens; He does whatever 

He pleases.”

—Psalm 115:3 
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