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A. What sovereignty means.

• The sovereignty of God refers to His unhindered and absolute 
control over all that He has made.

• By virtue of His perfection, God possess the right and the capacity to 
ordain, create, sustain, and direct all things according to His good 
pleasure. 

• This sovereignty is necessary considering His aseity (He is ultimately 
free), His omnipotence (His power is unlimited), and His wisdom (He 
knows both what is best and how to achieve it).

I. Definition of Divine “Sovereignty”



“Being infinitely elevated above the highest 
creature, He is the Most High, Lord of heaven and 

earth. Subject to none, influenced by none, 
absolutely independent; God does as He pleases, 

only as He pleases, always as He pleases. . . . 
Divine sovereignty means that God is God in fact, 
as well as in name, that He is on the throne of the 

universe, directing all things, working all things 
‘after the counsel of His own will’ (Eph 1: 11).”

—A. W. Pink, Attributes of God, 49



“This is the essence of God’s sovereignty: His 
absolute independence to do as He pleases 
and His absolute control over the actions of 

all His creatures. No creature, person, or 
empire can either thwart His will or act 

outside the bounds of His will.” 

—Jerry Bridges, Trusting God, 36



• It is matchless. God is not just sovereign—He is incomparably so. All 
other expressions of authority are inferior, derived from Him and 
subservient to Him.

• It is comprehensive. It is involved in everything from God’s 
accomplishment of the grand purpose for which He created the 
universe to His orchestration of the smallest details of our daily 
existence.

• It is irresistible. Despite the resistance attempted by sinful creatures, 
God never experiences failure or frustration in exercising His control. 

• It is immutable. God’s sovereignty does not wax or wane; nor does 
He surrender it temporarily in space and time to His creation. It 
remains perfect and absolute for all eternity.



“I believe that every particle of dust that dances in the 
sunbeam does not move an atom more or less than God 

wishes—that every particle of spray that dashes against the 
steamboat has its orbit, as well as the sun in the heavens—
that the chaff from the hand of the winnower is steered as 
the stars in their courses. The creeping of an aphid over the 

rosebud is as much fixed as the march of the devastating 
pestilence—the fall of leaves from a poplar is as fully 

ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche. He who believes 
in God must believe this truth. There is no standing point 

between this and Atheism. There is no halfway between an 
Almighty God, who works all things according to the good 

pleasure of His will, and no God at all!”

—Charles Spurgeon, “God’s Providence”



B. What God’s sovereignty does not mean.

• Deism redefines God’s sovereignty by limiting it to the act of initial 
creation. It views the current world as operating apart from God’s 
direct control and instead according to impersonal “fixed laws.” 

• Libertarianism redefines God’s sovereignty by limiting it to the general 
details of history but excluding it from the realm of human activity. 
Man must be free. God merely responds to man’s choices by acting in 
ways that do not intrude upon man’s responsibility. 

• Arminianism redefines God’s sovereignty by extending it to cover 
everything except man’s moral choices. God has freely surrendered 
control over that aspect of His creation, and this limitation of  
sovereignty has come about as a result of an act of His full sovereignty. 



“You are perplexed by the doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty and election. I wonder that any man 

believing in a God should be perplexed by these. For 
if there be a God, a King, eternal, immortal, and 
invisible, He cannot but be sovereign—and He 

cannot but do according to His own will and choose 
according to His own purpose. You may dislike these 

doctrines, but you can only get quit of them by 
denying altogether the existence of an infinitely 

wise, glorious, and powerful Being. God would not 
be God were He not thus absolutely sovereign in His 
present doings and His eternal pre-arrangements.”

—Horatius Bonar, God’s Way of Peace, 150



A. MATCHLESS: God is incomparably sovereign.

• The biblical writers regularly connect God’s absolute control with His 
incomparability. 

• Deuteronomy 32:39 – “See now that I, I am He, and there is no god 
besides Me; it is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and 
it is I who heal, and there is no one who can deliver from My hand.”

• Psalm 95:3–5 – “For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all 
gods, in whose hand are the depths of the earth, the peaks of the 
mountains are His also. The sea is His, for it was He who made it, and 
His hands formed the dry land.”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Sovereignty



• Isaiah 46:8–9 – “Remember the former things long past, for I am 
God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 
declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things 
which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, 
and I will accomplish all My good pleasure.’”

• Jeremiah 10:7 – “Who would not fear You, O King of the nations? 
Indeed it is Your due! For among all the wise men of the nations and 
in all their kingdoms, there is none like You.”



B. COMPREHENSIVE: God is meticulously sovereign. 

• The biblical writers testify to the breadth and depth of God’s control.

• 1 Chronicles 29:11–12 – “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed 
everything that is in the heavens and in the earth; Yours is the 
dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all. Both riches 
and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is 
power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to 
strengthen everyone.”

• Psalm 103:19 – “The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, 
and His sovereignty rules over all.”



• Psalm 135:5–7 – “For I know that the LORD is great and that our Lord 
is above all gods. Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and 
in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. He causes the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; who makes lightnings for the rain, who 
brings forth the wind from His treasuries.”

• Proverbs 16:33 – “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is 
from the LORD.”

• Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.”

• The biblical writers repeatedly use the words “all” and “every” to 
describe the extent of God’s sovereignty.



1. This comprehensive sovereignty is exercised over the natural world.

• Psalm 50:10–12 – “For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle 
on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains, and 
everything that moves in the field is Mine. If I were hungry I would 
not tell you, for the world is Mine, and all it contains.”

• Matthew 10:29 – “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? 
And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
your Father.”

• Hebrews 1:3a – “And He [Jesus] is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power.”



“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” (Isaac Watts)

I sing the mighty pow’r of God, that made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at His command, and all the stars obey.

I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,
Who formed the creatures through the Word, and then pronounced them good.

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky.

There’s not a plant or flow’r below, but makes Thy glories known,
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Thy throne;

While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care;
And everywhere that we can be, Thou, God, art present there.



2. This comprehensive sovereignty is exercised over the nations.

• Proverbs 21:1 – “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand 
of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.”

• Daniel 2:21 – “It is He who changes the times and the epochs; 
He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to 
wise men and knowledge to men of understanding.”

• Daniel 4:35 – “All the inhabitants of the earth are 
accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in 
the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; 
and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What 
have You done?’”



3. This comprehensive sovereignty is exercised over spiritual realm.

• Matthew 8:28–34 – “. . . Two men who were demon-possessed met 
Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely 
violent that no one could pass by that way. And they cried out, saying, 
‘What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You 
come here to torment us before the time?’ . . . The demons began to 
entreat Him, saying, ‘If You are going to cast us out, send us into the 
herd of swine.’ And He said to them, ‘Go!’ And they came out and 
went into the swine, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the sea and perished in the waters. The herdsmen ran away, and 
went to the city and reported everything, including what had 
happened to the demoniacs. . . .”



“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Martin Luther)

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us.

The prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, 
For lo! His doom is sure,

One little word shall fell him.



4. This comprehensive sovereignty is exercised especially in salvation.

• John 3:5–8 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. . . . 
The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do 
not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.’”

• John 17:1–2 – “. . . Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that 
the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, 
that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.”

• James 1:18 – “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His 
creatures.”



C. IRRESISTIBLE: God is undeniably sovereign. 

• The biblical writers insist that God never experiences failure or 
frustration; He always does what He pleases. 

• Job 42:2 – “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of 
Yours can be thwarted.”

• Psalm 115:2–3 – “Why should the nations say, ‘Where, now, is their 
God?’ But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.”

• Psalm 135:5–6 – “For I know that the LORD is great and that our Lord is 
above all gods. Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and in 
earth, in the seas and in all deeps.”



• Proverbs 21:1 – “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the 
hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.”

• Isaiah 43:13 – “Even from eternity I am He, and there is none who 
can deliver out of My hand; I act and who can reverse it?”

• Daniel 4:35 – “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as 
nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or 
say to Him, ‘What have You done?’”

• Revelation 3:7 – “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who 
opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens . . . ”



D.  IMMUTABLE: God is eternally sovereign. 

• The biblical writers testify to the unchanging nature of God’s control; it 
does not diminish, increase, or evolve.

• Psalm 93:1–2 – “The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; the LORD

has clothed and girded Himself with strength; indeed, the world is 
firmly established, it will not be moved. Your throne is established from 
of old; you are from everlasting.”

• Proverbs 19:21 – “Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the counsel of 
the LORD will stand.”

• Ecclesiastes 3:14 – “I know that everything God does will remain 
forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from 
it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him.”



• Isaiah 14:24 – “The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, ‘Surely, just as I 
have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will 
stand.’”

• Ephesians 3:10–11 – “so that the manifold wisdom of God might now 
be made known through the church to the rules and the authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

• Hebrews 6:17–18 – “In the same way God, desiring even more to show 
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, 
interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which 
it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have 
strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.”



III. What Sovereignty Demands from Us

A.  We must eradicate all thoughts of resistance.

• Charles Spurgeon: “No doctrine in the whole Word of God has more 
excited the hatred of mankind than the truth of the absolute 
sovereignty of God. The fact that ‘the Lord reigneth’ is indisputable, 
and it is this fact that arouses the utmost opposition in the 
unrenewed human heart.”

• Jerry Bridges: “It seems we will allow God to be anywhere except 
upon His throne ruling His universe according to His good pleasure 
and His Sovereign will” (Trusting God, 36).



• Romans 9:20–21 – “. . . who are you, O 
man, who answers back to God? The 
thing molded will not say to the molder, 
‘Why did you make me like this,’ will it? 
Or does not the potter have a right over 
the clay, to make from the same lump 
one vessel for honorable use and 
another for common use?”

• Isaiah 45:9–10 – “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—an 
earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to 
the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He 
has no hands’? Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you 
begetting?’ Or to a woman, ‘To what are you giving birth?’”



B. We must associate God’s sovereignty with His perfection. 

• A God who is not ultimately sovereign, who surrenders His divine 
authority either due to external compulsion or by self-imposed 
limitations, is no perfect God—no God worthy of all worship.

“To fancy an infinite power without a supreme 
dominion, is to fancy a mighty senseless statue, fit to 
be beheld, but not fit to be obeyed; as not being able 
or having no right to give out orders, or not caring for 

the exercise of it.”

—Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 2.366



“The ‘god’ of this twentieth century no more 
resembles the Supreme Sovereign of Holy Writ than 
does the dim flickering of a candle the glory of the 
midday sun. . . . In reality, they are but atheists, for 
there is no other possible alternative between an 

absolutely supreme God, and no God at all. A ‘god’ 
whose will is resisted, whose designs are frustrated, 
whose purpose is checkmated, possesses no title to 
Deity, and so far from being a fit object of worship, 

merits naught but contempt.”

—A. W. Pink, The Attributes of God, 36



• Psalm 103:19–22 – “The LORD has established His throne in the 
heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all. Bless the LORD, you His 
angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, obeying the voice 
of His word! Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you who serve Him, 
doing His will. Bless the LORD, all you works of His, in all places of His 
dominion; bless the LORD, O my soul!”

• Jonathan Edwards: “God’s sovereignty has ever appeared to me a 
great part of His glory. It has often been my delight to approach God, 
and adore him as a sovereign God.”



C.  We must rest in His promises and His providences. 

• Regarding promises . . . Hebrews 6:17–18 – “In the same way God, 
desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that 
by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 
we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to 
take hold of the hope set before us.”

• Regarding providences . . . Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose.”

• The sovereignty of God is the pillow upon which the believer lays 
his head.



“There is no attribute more comforting to His children 
than that of God’s sovereignty. Under the most adverse 

circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe 
that sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that 

sovereignty overrules them, and that sovereignty will 
sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the 

children ought to more earnestly contend to than the 
doctrine of their Master over all creation—the Kingship 

of God over all the works of His own hands—the 
throne of God and His right to sit upon that throne . . . 

for it is God upon the throne whom we trust.”

—Charles Spurgeon



“This Is My Father’s World”

This is my Father’s world,
O let me ne’er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the Ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world,
Why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring!
God reigns; let earth be glad!



“The LORD has established His 
throne in the heavens, and His 

sovereignty rules over all.”

—Psalm 103:19


