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A. What spirituality means.

• The spirituality of God refers to His unique essence, that He does 
not consist of created substances like matter but is immaterial and 
therefore imperceptible to human senses. 

• God is spirit—not just a spirit (as if one among others of a similar 
kind), but spirit (as one in a class of His own).

• His essence is incomparable to anything else. He is the most perfect 
form of existence.

I. Definition of Divine “Spirituality”



• To affirm that God is spirit is to affirm His immaterial existence; there 
is no material property that comprises or defines Him. He does not 
have characteristics of size or dimensions.

• He is incorruptible and immortal. He does not grow or shrink or 
deteriorate.

• He is not physical light or energy; He created these 
things on the first day of creation, along with space 
itself (Gen 1:3).

• He is not air or vapor, for He created these things 
on the second day of creation (Gen 1:6). 

• As spirit, God is utterly distinct from time, matter, 
and space (Gen 1:1).



• To affirm that God is spirit is to affirm that He is incorporeal. To 
be “corporeal” means to have a body; but God is bodiless, thus 
“incorporeal.” 

• “Incorporeality means that God is infinite; he has no body and 
therefore no boundaries to his being” (Bray, The Attributes of   
God, 30).

• To affirm that God is spirit is to affirm that He is simple. He is      
not a “composite” being made up of components or parts.

• God is neither flesh and blood, nor is He body and spirit. 

• To affirm that God is spirit is to affirm that He is invisible. He 
cannot be perceived by material means.



• Question: How do angels and humans differ from God? 

▪ Angelic beings are spirits (Heb 1:14), and spirits do not have 
“flesh and bone” (Luke 24:39); due to their spiritual nature, 
angels are even called “the sons of God” (Job 1:6; 38:7).

▪ Human beings are composite beings in that they possess both 
body and spirit—they are created to be both material and 
spiritual. 

• Answer: The spiritual existence of both angels and humans is analogous 
to God’s existence, not identical; they are creatures, and thus 
derivative, limited, and subject to change—even in their spiritual states.



Q:What is God? 

A: God is spirit, infinite, eternal, 

and unchangeable, in his being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth.



• This perfection of God is antithetical to the prevalent worldview of 
materialism—the belief that material substance is the ultimate ground 
of being. 

• Many false religions—such as Mormonism—operate on the premise of 
materialism. 

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as 
man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of 
flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not 

so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.”

—Joseph Smith, Doctrines and Covenants, 130:22.



B. What God’s spirituality does not mean.

• That God is spirit does not mean that anything material is inherently 
evil. 

• Genesis 1:31 – “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.”

• That God is spirit does not preclude Him from entering into, revealing 
himself within, and interacting with the material world He created.

• John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”



A. The Scriptures testify to God’s incorporeality—that He does not have a 
material existence, nor is He limited by material boundaries.

• Psalm 139:7 – “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee 
from Your presence?”

• Isaiah 31:1, 3a – “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and 
rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many and in 
horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the 
Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD! . . . Now the Egyptians are men 
and not God, and their horses are flesh and not spirit.”

• John 4:24 – “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Spirituality



A
n

 O
ve

rv
ie

w
 o

f 
Jo

h
n

 4
:2

0
–2

4
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN’S CONFUSION (V. 20)

“Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship.”

JESUS’ CORRECTION (VV. 21–24)

The Problem (vv. 21–22) The Need (v. 23) The Basis (v. 24)

“Woman, believe Me, an 
hour is coming when neither 
in this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father.

You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from 
the Jews.” 

“But an hour is coming, and now 
is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father 
in spirit 

and truth;
for such people the Father seeks 
to be His worshipers.”

“God is spirit, and 
those who worship 
Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.”



B. The Scriptures testify to God’s invisibility—that He cannot be beheld by 
man’s senses.

• John 1:18a – “No one has seen God at any time.”

• John 5:37 – “And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. 
You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.”

• John 6:46 – “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One 
who is from God; He has seen the Father.”

• Colossians 1:15 – “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation.”



• 1 Timothy 1:17 – “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

• 1 Timothy 6:15b–16 – “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and 
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To 
Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”

• Hebrews 11:27 – “By faith he [Moses] left Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.”

• 1 John 4:12 – “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.”



“Everywhere in the Old and in the New Testament, 
God is represented as a spiritual Being, without form, 

invisible, whom no man hath seen or can see; dwelling 
in the light which no man can approach unto, and full 
of glory; as not only the creator and preserver, but as 
the governor of all things; as everywhere present and 

everywhere imparting life and securing order.”

—Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, 1:183



• Isaiah 59:1 – “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not so short that it cannot 
save; nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.”

• 2 Chronicles 16:9a – “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro
throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is 
completely His.”

• Daniel 7:9 – “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of 
Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His 
head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were
a burning fire.”

Excursus 1: But what about the language in 
Scripture describing God as physical?



• These instances where God describes Himself according to human form
are powerful examples of God’s gracious condescension—His effort to 
communicate to us something about Himself using ideas and words we 
can easily understand. 

• They are called “anthropomorphisms”—the use of human 
characteristics to describe what is not human in reality. 

ἄνθρωπος (anthrōpos, “man”) + μορφή (morphē, “form”)

• “Through this device, we as finite creatures can understand what He is 
like. This infinite God must condescend to our level through such 
analogies to reveal Himself in ways in which we can comprehend Him” 
(Lawson, Show Me Your Glory, 58).



• God’s condescension to describe Himself in material form is not limited 
to anthropomorphisms.

• God describes Himself also in zoomorphisms—according to the form and 
characteristics of animals (e.g., having “wings” in Psalm 57:1; as a “lion,” 
“leopard,” and “bear” in Hosea 13:7–8; a “dove” in Luke 3:22).

• God also describes Himself according to the form of inanimate objects 
(e.g., a “rock” in 2 Samuel 22:32; a “shield” in Psalm 115:9).

• God even describes Himself according to weather phenomena (e.g., 
“pillar of cloud” and “pillar of fire” in Exodus 13:21–22; “thunder, 
lightening, and thick cloud” in Exodus 19:16ff; the “whirlwind”  in Job 
38:1).



• Answer: An emphatic no!

• Exodus 33:20 – “You cannot see My face, for no 
man can see Me and live!” 

• John 1:18a – “No one has seen God at any time.”

• 1 Timothy 6:16 – “who alone possesses 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, 
whom no man has seen or can see.”

• But a qualified yes: “It is not in our power to see Him, but it is in His 
power to appear to us” (Ambrose).

Excursus 2: But haven’t people seen God?



“Although God’s essential nature is spirit, that does not preclude 
him from making his presence known through some physical 

phenomenon that manifests his presence to those who see or 
hear it. This shouldn’t be entirely surprising, for God, as creator 

of matter and spirit, certainly ought to be able to supply 
whatever matter he needs on any occasion to manifest his 
presence. Exactly how God does this . . . we cannot say.”

—Feinberg, No One Like Him, 220



• God’s “appearances” in the physical world are called His “manifestations,” 
and they fall into three general categories.

1) Occasionally in the history of redemption, in dreams, visions, 
manifestations of glory, and theophanies (e.g., Gen 28:12–13; Exod
3:2–6; 24:9–11; 1 Kings 8:10–11; Isa 6:1; Dan 3:25).

2) Ultimately in the incarnation of the Son of God (e.g., John 1:14, 18; 
14:8–9; Col 1:15; Heb 1:3).

3) Uniquely to the saints in glory (e.g., Job 19:25–27; Ps 17:15; 1 John 
3:2; Revelation 22:3–5).

• But even in glory the saints will continue to behold God only in 
condescended manifestation—never in His infinite essence.



III. What Spirituality Demands from Us

A. God’s invisibility is a grace to us mortals.

• Those who speak casually of “seeing” or “hearing” God are deceived 
and deceivers. 

• Judges 13:22 – “So Manoah said to his wife, ‘We will surely die, for 
we have seen God.’”

• Isaiah 6:5 – “Then I said, ‘Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.’”

• Revelation 1:17a – “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead 
man.”



B.  Creating any image to represent God is idolatry.

• That God is spirit forms the basis for God’s absolute prohibition of 
fashioning material images to use in the worship of Him. 

• Charles Hodge: “idolatry consists not only in the worship of false 
gods, but also in the worship of the true God by images.”

• God has the exclusive right to use terms and word pictures to 
describe Himself; we can go no further. 

• John Calvin: “His spiritual nature forbids our imagining anything 
earthly or carnal of him” (Institutes, 1.13.1).



• Exodus 20:4–6 – “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any 
likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God . . .”

• Deuteronomy 4:12–18 – “Then the LORD spoke to you from the 
midst of the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no form 
— only a voice. . . . So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not 
see any form on the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb from the 
midst of the fire, so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven 
image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or 
female, the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of 
any winged bird that flies in the sky, the likeness of anything that 
creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water 
below the earth.”



“All manmade images of God, whether molten or 
mental, are really borrowings from the stock-in-

trade of a sinful and ungodly world, and are bound 
therefore to be out of accord with God’s own holy 

Word. To make an image of God is to take one’s 
thoughts of him from a human source rather than 

from God himself; and this is precisely what is 
wrong with image-making.”

—Packer, Knowing God, 45



C.  Worship must be offered in spirit and truth.

• The incorporeality of God has direct implications for our worship.

• John 4:23–24 – “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people 
the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

• Acts 17:24 – “The God who made the world and all things in it, since 
He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with 
hands.”

• Worship cannot be limited to a physical location or a particular 
posture; it cannot be associated with physical images; it cannot be 
based on man’s material preferences.



D.  You do not see Him, but He sees you. 

• God’s invisibility easily leads to the assumption that He does not see 
us, but His incorporeality teaches that He is both invisible and 
boundless.

• Hebrews 4:13 – “And there is no creature hidden from 
His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the 
eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”

• Genesis 16:13 – El roi י) ִ֑ ל ֳרא  ֵ֣ – (א  “the God who sees.”

• We always live coram Deo—in the sight of God. So, 
what does He see?



E.  Marvel at the incarnation of the Son of God. 

• The supreme manifestation! Such unmerited grace!

• John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”

• John 1:18 – “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He [Jesus] has explained
Him.”

• Revelation 21:3–4 – “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 
saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among the people, and He 
will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself will be among them . . .”



Highland Hymn (R. C. Sproul)

Above the mists of Highland hills
E’en far above the clear blue skies

The end of pain and earthly ills
When we shall see His eyes

His face now hidden from our sight
Concealed from ev’ry hidden gaze

In hearts made pure from sinful flight
Is the bliss that will amaze



We know not yet what we will be
In heaven’s final blessed state

But know we now that we shall see
Our Lord at heaven’s gate

The beatific glory view
That now our souls still long to see

Will make us all at once anew
And like Him forever be



“Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen.”

—1 Timothy 1:17


