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• The incomprehensibility of God is that quality of God which makes Him 
incapable of being fully understood or defined by anyone other than 
Himself.

• Psalm 145:3 – “Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, and His 
greatness is unsearchable.”

• No mental perception of “God” by a creature can reflect all that God is.

Review



• Studied alone, the doctrine of divine incomprehensibility can lead to 
hopeless conclusions:

1) Agnosticism – the view that nothing is known or can be known 
about the existence or nature of God.

“With regard to the gods I do not have the ability to 
know whether they exist or not. For there are many 

things that prevent a person from knowing; for 
example, the obscurity of the subject and the 

brevity of human life.”

—Protagoras (Greek philosopher, c. 490 BC–c. 420 BC)



“Doubt need not be the death of faith. It 
can be, instead, the birth of a new kind of 

faith, a faith beyond beliefs, a faith that 
expresses itself in love, a deepening and 

expanding faith that can save your life and 
save the world.”

—Brian McLaren, Faith after Doubt, 212

2) Mysticism – the view that nothing is known or can be known 
about the existence or nature of God.



“The situation would surely have been 
hopeless had the very majesty of God not 
descended to us, since it was not in our 

power to ascend to him.” 

—John Calvin, Institutes, 2.12.1



“Revelation”

• God’s act of “making known what is unknown, 
unveiling what is veiled” (MacArthur & Mayhue, 
Biblical Doctrine, 936).

• Revelation is the act whereby God discloses a 
portion of His knowledge, granting the creature the 
opportunity to share that knowledge.

• Thus, man can know God only to the extent that 
God reveals Himself to him.

Foundational Definition



“Revelation does not mean man finding 
God, but God finding man, God sharing His 
secrets with us, God showing us Himself.” 

—J. I. Packer, God Has Spoken, 47



Knowability



• The knowability of God testifies to God’s intrinsic disposition 
and His unhindered ability to make specific knowledge of Himself 
knowable to His creation.

• God is not compelled to reveal knowledge about Himself; He does so 
freely, motivated by His own good pleasure.

• God is not incapable of revealing knowledge about Himself; He does so 
effectively, facing no frustration in delivery.

• God is not compromised in revealing knowledge about Himself; He 
reveals what is true, even though that truth is accommodated. 

I. Definition of Divine “Knowability”



“Now it is impossible to honor God as we 
ought, unless we know him as he is; and we 
could not know him as he is, without divine 
revelation of himself; for none but God can 

acquaint us with his own nature.”

—Charnock, Existence and Attributes of God, 
1.201



“Man cannot give a definition of God in the 
proper sense of the word, but only a partial 

description. . . . At the same time, it is maintained 
that man can obtain a knowledge of God that is 

perfectly adequate for the realization of the divine 
purpose in the life of man. However, true 

knowledge of God can be acquired only from the 
divine self-revelation, and only by the man who 

accepts this with childlike faith.”

—Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 30



• The Scriptures repeatedly testify that God is knowable because He has 
willed to make Himself known.

• Exodus 3:13–14 – “Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the 
sons of Israel, and I will say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you.” Now they may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall I 
say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus 
you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

• Exodus 6:7 – “God said to Moses, ‘Then I will take you for My people, 
and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.’”

II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Knowability



• Exodus 34:5–7 – “The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with 
him as He called upon the name of the LORD. Then the LORD passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 
who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty
unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.’”

• Psalm 76:1 – “God is known in Judah; His name is great in Israel.”



• Proverbs 30:2–4 – “Surely I am more stupid than any 
man, and I do not have the understanding of a man. 
Neither have I learned wisdom, nor do I have the 
knowledge of the Holy One. Who has ascended into 
heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind 
in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His 
garment? Who has established all the ends of the 
earth? What is His name or His son’s name? Surely 
you know! 

Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those 
who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words or 
He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.”
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• Isaiah 55:8–11 – ‘“For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the 
LORD. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.

‘For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return there without watering 
the earth and making it bear and sprout, and 
furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 
so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; 
it will not return to Me empty, without 
accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding
in the matter for which I sent it.’”
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• John 17:3 – “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

• 1 Corinthians 2:11–13 – “For who among men knows 
the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man 
which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one 
knows except the Spirit of God. 

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know 
the things freely given to us by God, which things we 
also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual
thoughts with spiritual words.”

Divine 
Incomprehen-

sibility
(v. 11)

Divine 
Revelation
(vv. 12–13)



A. God has willed to make Himself known through general revelation.

• Psalm 19:1–6 – “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and 
their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours 
forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. . . .”

• Acts 14:17 – “and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in 
that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

• Romans 1:20 – “For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they 
are without excuse.” 



General Revelation

Everywhere and 
always

Declared not 
discovered



B. God has willed to make Himself known through special revelation.

• Deuteronomy 29:29 – “The secret things belong to the LORD our 
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, 
that we may observe all the words of this law.”

• Deuteronomy 30:11–14 – “For this commandment which I 
command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 
It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for 
us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ Nor 
is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for 
us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ But 
the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you 
may observe it.”



• Psalm 19:7–9 – “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The 
precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are 
true; they are righteous altogether.”

• 1 Corinthians 2:12–13 – “Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the 
things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”



“God will not be known if He does not speak, and we cannot know 
Him if He has not spoken a word that we can rely on. God must 
reveal Himself. That’s the point of the Bible. Because of our own 

sins, we could never know God otherwise. Either He speaks or we 
are forever lost in the darkness of our own speculations.”

—Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, 35



“The one [general] is addressed generally to all 
intelligent creatures, and is therefore accessible 
to all men; the other [‘special’] is addressed to a 

special class of sinners, to whom God would 
make known His salvation. The one has in view to 

meet and supply the natural need of creatures 
for knowledge of their God; the other to rescue 
broken and deformed sinners from their sin and 

its consequences.”

—B. B. Warfield, Revelation and Inspiration, 6



C. God has willed to make Himself known through Jesus Christ.

• John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word . . .”

• John 1:18 – “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” 

• John 14:8–10 – “Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it 
is enough for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been so long with you, 
and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the 
Father abiding in Me does His works.”



• Hebrews 1:1–2 – “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has 
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world.”

• 1 John 5:20 – “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has 
given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and 
we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God and eternal life.”



III. What Knowability Demands from Us

A. We must recognize our accountability.

• Ignorance is not an option.

• That God has willed to make Himself known through creation, 
Scripture, and Jesus leaves all men “without excuse” (Rom 1:20).

• Acts 17:22–23 – “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious 
in all respects. For while I was passing through and examining the 
objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO

AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you.”

• He is there, and He is not silent.



B.  We must utilize the means.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of ultimacy.

• Jeremiah 9:23–24 – “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of 
his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a 
rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that 
he understands and knows Me . . . .”

• If we believe this, then it will affect our attitude to God’s revelation in 
creation, Scripture, and Christ and our pursuit of the knowledge of 
God therein.

• Berkhof: “True knowledge of God can be acquired [but] only from the 
divine self-revelation, and only by the man who accepts this with 
childlike faith” (Systematic Theology, 30).



C.  We must revere the Revealer.

• God did not have speak—but He did, and at our level!

• “He condescends to our ignorance; and, therefore, when God prattles 
to us in Scripture in a rough and popular style, let us know that this is 
done on account of the love which he bears to us” (John Calvin, 
commentary on John 1:12).

• The stunning condescension of God to reveal Himself to us should 
provoke our deepest adoration and reverence.

• Exodus 3:5 – “Then He said, ‘Do not come near here; remove your 
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.’”



D.  We must embrace the certainty.

• Indeed, we are to reject self-certainty (Prov 3:5–6; Rom 12:16).

• But what God wills to be known cannot be treated with skepticism, 
indecision, or criticism. It must be met with submissive assertion.

“For it is not the mark of a Christian mind to 
take no delight in assertions; on the 
contrary, a man must delight in assertions or 
he will be no Christian. And by assertion—in 
order that we may not be misled by words—
I mean a constant adhering, affirming, 
confessing, maintaining, and an invincible 
persevering.” —Martin Luther



E.  We must speak with courage.

• That God wills to be known is the ultimate basis for the Great 
Commission.

• Matthew 28:18b–20 – “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

• That God has spoken means we have no option but to speak . . . so 
that all may know that He, the Lord, is Savior.



“No one has seen God at any 
time; the only begotten God 
who is in the bosom of the 

Father, He has explained Him.”

—John 1:18


