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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 
important thing about us. The history of mankind will probably show that 
no people has ever risen above its religion, and man’s spiritual history will 

positively demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its 
idea of God. Worship is pure or base as the worshiper entertains high or 

low thoughts of God. For this reason, the gravest question before the 
church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact about any 

man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep 
heart conceives God to be like. We tend by a secret law of the soul to 

move toward our mental image of God. This is true not only of the 
individual Christian, but of the company of Christians that composes the 
church. Always the most revealing thing about the church is her idea of 

God.”

—A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 1



“The doctrine of God has fallen on hard times. Many are far 
more concerned about personal salvation than they are about 
God. Books on marriage abound, but books on the doctrine of 
God are few and far between. This is regrettable since nothing 

can ever really make sense to us in this life unless we have a 
good grasp of who God is.” 

—Mark Jones, God Is, 16



A. To know God is the greatest of priorities.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of ultimacy.

• Jeremiah 9:23–24 – “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of 
his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a 
rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that 
he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in 
these things,’ declares the LORD.”

• Ecclesiastes 12:13 – “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear 
God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every 
person.”

I. Why study God?



John Calvin’s catechism for children:

Q.1. “What is the chief end of man?”

A. “It is to know God his Creator.”

Q.2. “What reason have you for this answer?”

A. “Because God has created us, and placed us 
in this world, that he may be glorified in us. 
And it is certainly right, as he is the author of 
our life, that it should advance his glory.”

Q.3. “What is the chief good of man?”

A. “It is the same thing.”



Westminster Shorter Catechism:

Q.1. “What is the chief end of man?”

A. “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him forever.”



B. To know God is the essence of salvation.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of orthodoxy.

• Jeremiah 4:22 (regarding the Jews) – “For My people are foolish, they 
know Me not; they are stupid children and have no understanding. 
They are shrewd to do evil, but to do good they do not know.”

• Ephesians 4:18–19 (regarding the Gentiles) – “being darkened in 
their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and 
they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality 
for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.”

I. Why study God? (cont’d)



• John 17:3 – “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.”

“To know him as our Creator and to love him, 
obey him, submit to him, and trust in him as our 

owner, ruler, and benefactor—to devote 
ourselves to him as our sovereign Lord, depend 
upon him as our chief good, and direct all to his 
praise as our highest end—this is life eternal.” 

—Matthew Henry, comment on John 17:3



“God himself is the great good which they are 
brought to the possession of and enjoyment of by 

redemption. He is the highest good, and the sum of 
all that good which Christ purchased. God is the 

inheritance of the saints; he is the portion of their 
souls. God is their wealth and treasure, their food, 
their life, their dwelling place, their ornament and 

diadem, and their everlasting honor and glory. They 
have none in heaven but God; he is the great good 
which the redeemed are received to at death, and 
which they rise to rise to at the end of the world.”

—Jonathan Edwards, “God Glorified in the Work of 
Redemption”



C. To know God is the prerequisite for worship.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of doxology.

• John 4:23-24 – “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people
the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

• “Worship without knowledge is idolatry” (Mark Jones, God Is, 16).

• As one’s true knowledge of God increases, so does the intensity and 
purity of his worship. 

I. Why study God? (cont’d)



“People who know their God are before anything 
else people who pray, and the first point where 

their zeal and energy for God’s glory come to 
expression is in their prayers. . . . If, however, 
there is in us little energy for such prayer, and 

little consequent practice of it, this is a sure sign 
that as yet we scarcely know our God.”

—J. I. Packer, Knowing God, 28–29



“Spiritual delight in God, arises chiefly from His 
beauty and perfections; not from the blessings 

which He gives us.”

—Jonathan Edwards



D. To know God is the motivation for godliness.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of orthopraxy.

• Proverbs 8:13 – “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and 
arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate.” 

• Proverbs 14:2 – “He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, but 
he who is devious in his ways despises Him.”

• Practical godliness is the natural response to a true knowledge of 
God; it grows in proportion to the knowledge attained.

I. Why study God? (cont’d)



• Personal conduct is always a reflection of essential beliefs about God.

• Anger, lust, worry, envy, greed, immorality, abusive speech—all of
these spring from false thinking about God.

• Contentment, patience, servanthood, gentleness, love, purity—all of
these ultimately spring from true thinking about God.

• The problem: many earnestly desire the end to their sinful practices 
and the new experience of right behavior but fail to embrace the right 
means to achieve it—the study of God!

• “Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble 
and blunder through life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of 
direction and no understanding of what surrounds you” (Packer, 
Knowing God, 18–19).



E.  To know God is the foundation for ministry.

• The knowledge of God is a matter of service.

• 2 Corinthians 5:11 – “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 
persuade men.” 

• All of ministry can be defined by one word—love. And true love for 
others can only exist in a true knowledge of God.

• 1 John 4:7–8 – “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; 
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who 
does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 

I. Why study God? (cont’d)



A.  We are to study God through His revelation.

• Our greatest problem: not the denial of God’s existence, but the 
fabrication of thoughts of God according to our image.

II. How must we study God?

• We are prone to think of Him as being just 
like us, only better.

• Psalm 50:21 – “These things you have done
and I kept silence; you thought that I was 
just like you; I will reprove you and state
the case in order before your eyes.”



“I don’t myself find obvious that God should assert only what is 
true. Why should God not ‘accommodate’ Godself to us by 

sometimes asserting what is helpful in our particular situation
even though it is not strictly speaking true? Parents do this sort of 

thing all the time, and are praiseworthy for doing so.” 

—Yale theologian Nicholas Wolterstorff (Divine Discourse, 314 n. 
7), in response to the assertion that God never lies.



• Where are the dangers?

▪ Intuition—a knowledge of God through what seems right.

▪ Experience—a knowledge of God through my experiences.

▪ Speculation—a knowledge of God through philosophical or 
rational deduction.

▪ Mysticism—a knowledge of God through spiritual 
contemplation.

• All of these emphasize man as the source, innovator, discoverer, or 
guardian of the knowledge of God.



• But the knowledge of God is revealed, not discovered; it is declared, 
not conceived.

• God’s self-disclosure through His word serves not merely as a starting 
point, but the whole sum and substance of this knowledge.

“We do not discover the knowledge of God, but receive it. . . . Too 
often we can be like some theologians who conjure up deep 

thoughts of God that are only a product of our own imaginations. 
Rather, we must receive what God has revealed about Himself in His 

Word with childlike faith.” 

—Joel Beeke, None Else, 10



B.  We are to study God in cautious humility.

• Our greatest need: a profound dose of fear.

• Job 42:2–6 – “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose 
of Yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without 
knowledge?’ Therefore I have declared that which I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, 
now, and I will speak; I will ask You, and You instruct me.’ I have heard 
of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees You; therefore I 
retract, and I repent in dust and ashes.”

• We must vigilantly guard against exalting our own reasoning capacity 
and our own reasoned conclusions. We must approach in trepidation.

II. How must we study God? (cont’d)



“There is much about God that we do not (and cannot) know. The 
theology of God’s attributes is therefore both a confident 

expression of faith and a humble admission of ignorance in line 
with the nature and content of God’s self-disclosure to us.”

—Gerald Bray, The Attributes of God, 19

“We may suppose that we have here attained great knowledge, clear 
and high thoughts of God, but, alas! When he shall bring us into his 

presence we shall cry out, ‘We never knew him as he is; the 
thousandth part of his glory, and perfection, and blessedness, never 

entered into our hearts.’”

—John Owen, Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 113



C.  We are to study God with insatiable desire.

• Psalm 42:1–2 – “As the deer pants for the 
water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O 
God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 
God; when shall I come and appear before 
God?” 

• For some, what is needed is to train 
adoration on the right object.

• For others, what is needed is to learn how 
to adore.

II. How must we study God? (cont’d)



D.  We are to study God for personal transformation.

• This is what the Puritans called “experimental religion”—not 
because it was an experiment to see if a theory was true, but 
because it was a truth that needed to be implemented in life.

• “What is my goal in this study?” “What do I intend to do with this 
knowledge?”

• How one answers these questions will determine the difference 
between knowing about God and knowing God—between 
delighting in the process and delighting in God.

II. How must we study God? (cont’d)



“Something more than a theoretical knowledge of God is needed by 
us. God is only truly known in the soul as we yield ourselves to Him, 

submit to His authority, and regulate all the details of our lives by 
His holy precepts and commandments.”

—A. W. The Attributes of God, 7



E.  We are to study God for His glory.

• Often the point of the biblical testimony is not to provide personal 
application or knowledge for wise living. Often the point of the 
biblical text is only to lead us to astonishment.

• Romans 11:33–36 – “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE

MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST

GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 
forever. Amen.”

II. How must we study God? (cont’d)



“You have made us for 
yourself, and our heart is 

restless until it rests in you.”

—Augustine, Confessions, 1.1


