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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Trusting God
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Fearing God
Forsaking Folly

Pursuing Wisdom
Building Relationships
Accepting Correction

Preserving Purity
Keeping Silent
Speaking Truth

Cultivating Humility

Esteeming Work
Valuing Wealth

Practicing Charity
Respecting Authority

Raising Children
Handling Fools

Pursuing Justice
Uprooting Anger

Acquiring Respect

2020-2021 Men of the Word – “Wisdom”
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“The road to the Kingdom is not so pleasant, and comfortable, 
and easy, and flowery, as many dream. It is not a bright sunny 
avenue of palms. It is not paved with triumph, though it is to 

end in victory. The termination is glory, honor, 
and immortality; but on the way, there is the 
thorn in the flesh, the sackcloth, and the cross. 
Recompense later; but labor here! Rest later; 
but weariness here! Joy and security later; but 
here endurance and watchfulness—the race, 
the battle, the burden, the stumbling block, and 
oftentimes the heavy heart.”  

– Horatius Bonar
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“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 

Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

—Proverbs 3:5-6

Six Lessons
on Trusting God

from the Book of Proverbs
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• Jerry Bridges: “If we are to trust God, we must learn to see 
that He is continuously at work in every aspect and every 
moment of our lives” (Trusting God, 12).

• To help make sense of this world, Proverbs rejects the 
notions of chance, fate, pantheism, dualism, and deism. 

• Proverbs teaches that the world and everything in it is ruled 
by a transcendent, free, rational, personal, and all-powerful 
God whose plans can never be thwarted. 

1. Trusting God accepts that He is sovereign.

7
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• The truth about God’s sovereignty is firstly built upon 
Proverbs’ emphasis on God as Creator and Sustainer.

• 3:19-20 – “The LORD by wisdom founded the earth, by 
understanding He established the heavens. By His knowledge 
the deeps were broken up and the skies drip with dew.”

• 20:12 – “The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has 
made both of them.”

• 22:2 – “The rich and the poor have a common bond, the LORD
is the maker of them all.”
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• Because He is the Creator and Sustainer, all that occurs in time 
and space is under His control.

• 16:4 – “The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, 
even the wicked for the day of evil.”

• 16:9 – “The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his 
steps.”

• 20:24 – “Man’s steps are ordained by the LORD, how then can 
man understand his way?”

• 21:1 – “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of 
the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.”
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“God’s transcendence as 
Creator and Sustainer of the 
world assures his sovereign 
supremacy, his freedom to 

enact his will. Chance does not 
rule, but the LORD rules chance.” 

—Waltke, Proverbs, 70
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• Like Job, Proverbs is not focused on explaining why or how
God’s sovereignty fits with our experience. It emphasizes 
simply that the God-fearing man must humble himself and 
trust. 

• 30:2-4 – “Surely I am more stupid than any man, and I do not 
have the understanding of a man. Neither have I learned 
wisdom, nor do I have the knowledge of the Holy One. Who 
has ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered 
the wind in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His 
garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What 
is His name or His son’s name? Surely you know!”
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“There is no attribute more comforting to His 
children than that of God’s sovereignty. Under the 
most adverse circumstances, in the most severe 
trials, they believe that sovereignty has ordained 
their afflictions, that sovereignty overrules them, 
and that sovereignty will sanctify them all. There 
is nothing for which the children ought more 
earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their 
Master over all creation—the kingship of God 
over all the works of His own hands—the throne 
of God and His right to sit upon that throne. . . . 
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“On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by 
worldlings, no truth of which they have made such a football, as 
the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be 
everywhere except on His throne. They will allow Him to be in 
His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow 
Him to be in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow His 
bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the earth and bear up 
the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the 
waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends His 
throne, His creatures then gnash their teeth. . . .
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“And we proclaim an enthroned God, and His right to do as He 
wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, 
without consulting them in the matter; then it is that we are 
hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf ear to 
us, for God on His throne is not the God they love. But it is God 
upon the throne that we love to preach. It is God upon His 
throne whom we trust.”

—C. H. Spurgeon, “Divine Sovereignty,” (sermon on Matthew 20:15, 1856)
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2. Trusting God acknowledges one’s finitude and 
fallenness. 

15

• Proverbs emphasizes that essential to trusting God is the 
accurate recognition of one’s own condition. 

• The child of God must admit the errant logic of his “own 
understanding” and the distorted vision of his “own eyes.” 

• Trusting God is the only reasonable option, because to trust in 
anything else—especially self—spells disappointment and 
disaster.

16

• 3:5-8 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It will 
be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones.”
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“But our trust must not only be entire; it must be exclusive. No other 
confidence, no confidence in the flesh, can coexist with it. . . . Man 

with all his pride feels that he wants something to lean to. As a fallen 
being, he naturally leans to himself, to his own foolish notions and 

false fancies. Human power is his idol. His understanding is his god. . 
. . This is the history of the fall; the history of man from the fall; the 
dominant sin of every unhumbled heart; the lamented and resisted 

sin of every child of God.”  —Bridges, Proverbs, 23

18

“The great folly of man in trials is leaning to 
or upon his own understanding and 

counsels. What is the issue of it? Whenever 
in our trials we consult our own 

understandings, hearken to self-reasonings, 
through they seem to be good, and tending 

to our preservation; yet the principle of 
living by faith is stifled, and we shall in the 
issue be cast down by our own counsels.”

—John Owen
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• 14:12 – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its 
end is the way of death.”

• 16:5 – “Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to 
the LORD; assuredly, he will not be unpunished.”

• 16:25 – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its 
end is the way of death.”

• 21:2 – “Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the LORD
weighs the hearts.”

3. Trusting God affirms that He is faithful and good.
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• Although Proverbs teaches that God is sovereign, and that 
man’s understanding of what was best for him is skewed by his 
limited and errant understanding, it nonetheless holds out 
great hope.

• Man can trust in this sovereign God because He is good and 
cares for those who turn to him in need. 

• God is not only transcendent (sovereign); He is also immanent 
(caring).
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• 3:5-6 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your paths straight.”

• 3:11-12 – “My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD or 
loathe His reproof, for whom the LORD loves He reproves, even 
as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.”

 Hebrews 12:7-8 – “It is for discipline that you endure; 
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? But if you are 
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, 
then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”

22

• 15:8 – “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 
LORD, but the prayer of the upright is His delight.”

• 15:29 – “The LORD is far from the wicked, but He hears the 
prayer of the righteous.”

• 20:22 – “Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and 
He will save you.”

• Psalm 119:75 – “I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are 
righteous, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.”
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“When others behave badly to us, it should only 
stir us up the more heartily to give thanks unto 
the Lord, because He is good; and when we 
ourselves are conscious that we are far from 
being good, we should only the more reverently 
bless Him that He is good. We must never tolerate 
an instant’s unbelief as to the goodness of the 
Lord; whatever else may be questioned, this is 
absolutely certain, that Jehovah is good; His 
dispensations may vary, but His nature is always 
the same.” —Spurgeon

24

“When we disobey God we defy His authority 
and despise His holiness. But when we fail to 

trust God we doubt His sovereignty and 
question His goodness. In both cases we cast 

aspersions upon His majesty and His 
character.” 

—Bridges, Trusting God, 12
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4.  Trusting God admits that He is wise.

25

• Some might believe that although God is sovereign (#1 above) 
and good (#3 above), He still does not know the best way to 
accomplish His purposes in our lives; He does not always 
choose the best path to get us to glory.

• Proverbs annuls this argument by emphasizing God’s infinite, 
absolute wisdom. He can never make a mistake.

• He is the ultimate origin and practitioner of anything duly 
called “wisdom.”

26

• 3:19-20 – “The LORD by wisdom founded the earth, by 
understanding He established the heavens. By His knowledge 
the deeps were broken up and the skies drip with dew.”

• 8:22-31 – “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, 
before His works of old. From everlasting I was established, 
from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth . . .” 

• 29:30 – “There is no wisdom and no understanding and no 
counsel against the LORD.”
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• God’s wisdom can be defined as “consisting in the selection of 
the best end of action, and the adoption of the best means for 
the accomplishment of this end” (J. L. Dagg, Manual of 
Theology, 87). 

• In other words, “God is infinitely wise, because he selects the 
best possible end of action … [and] because he adopts the 
best possible means for the accomplishment of the end which 
he has in view” (Manual of Theology, 87).

• God does not—He cannot—make mistakes. For each one of 
us, He knows exactly that best path to get us to glory.

28

“It is not only an irreverent act to question God’s 
wisdom, it is also spiritually debilitating. We not only 

besmirch God’s glory, we also deprive ourselves of 
the comfort and peace that comes by simply trusting 
Him without requiring an explanation. An unreserved 

trust of God, when we don’t understand what is 
happening or why, is the only road to peace and 
comfort and joy. God wants us to honor Him by 

trusting Him, but He also desires that we experience 
the peace and joy that come as a result.” 

—Bridges, Trusting God, 287
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“The worldling blesses God while he gives him 
plenty, but the Christian blesses him when he 

smites him: he believes him to be too wise to err 
and too good to be unkind; he trusts him where he 

cannot trace him, looks up to him in the darkest 
hour, and believes that all is well.” 

—Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 13:103
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“Why has this grievous interruption been 
permitted, and all this precious time lost? 
And why are our houses and property 
allowed to be burned up? And why are 
those most dear to us, and most qualified to 
be useful in the cause, torn from our arms, 

and dashed into the grave, and all their knowledge and 
qualification with them? Because infinite wisdom and love will 
have it so. Because it is best for us, and best for them, and best 
for the cause, and best for the interests of eternity, that it should 
be so. And blessed be God, we know it, and are thankful, and 
rejoice, and say, Glory be to God.” —Adoniram Judson
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5.  Trusting God asserts that God is just.

31

• Proverbs teaches that in God’s 
timing, He will ensure that 
justice will be the end result of 
all our experiences. 

• If our sorrows have come as the 
result of the injustices of others, 
He will bring vindication. 

• If we have been faithful to His word, He will reward. Therefore, 
we are to trust Him.

32

• 10:16 – “The wages of the righteous is life, the income of the 
wicked, punishment.”

• 11:18-19 – “The wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who 
sows righteousness gets a true reward. He who is steadfast in 
righteousness will attain to life, and he who pursues evil will 
bring about his own death.”

• 20:22 – “Do not say, ‘I will repay evil’; Wait for the LORD, and 
He will save you.”

• 29:26 – “Many seek the ruler’s favor, but justice for man
comes from the LORD.”
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“God’s justice is implicit in virtually every line of Proverbs. 
Wisdom pays and folly destroys because God is just.... The 

culmination of God’s justice will come on the last day, when all 
men shall stand before him and receive their due.” 

—Newheiser, Opening up Proverbs, 102-103

6.  Trusting God awards blessing.

34

• Proverbs teaches that a life lived in full submission to God’s 
agenda will experience a peace, stability, and contentment 
that passes human understanding.

• 3:5-8 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It will 
be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones.”
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• 14:26-27 – “In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, 
and his children will have refuge. The fear of the LORD is a 
fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death.”

• 16:20 – “He who gives attention to the word will find good, 
and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.”

• 19:23 – “The fear of the LORD leads to life, so that one may 
sleep satisfied, untouched by evil.”

• 28:14 – “How blessed is the man who fears always, but he 
who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.”

36

• 11:28 – “He who trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous 
will flourish like the green leaf.”

• 18:10-11 – “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the 
righteous runs into it and is safe. A rich man’s wealth is his 
strong city, and like a high wall in his own imagination.”

• 29:25 – “The fear of man brings 
a snare, but he who trusts in the 
LORD will be exalted.”
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“The contrast is not between the righteous and the rich in an 
absolute sense, as there are many people who are both righteous 
and wealthy. Rather we should see the contrast drawn between 
the two primary objects of man’s trust: God and money. Those 

who trust in the Lord are safe; while those who trust in their 
wealth only imagine they are safe. There is a much wider principle 
for us in this passage. All of us tend to have our fortified cities. It 

may be an advanced college degree with its ticket to a guaranteed 
position or our insurance policies or our financial nest egg for 

retirement years. For our nation, it is our military build-up. 
Anything other than God Himself that we tend to trust in 

becomes our ‘fortified city’ with its imagined unscalable walls.” 
—Bridges, Trusting God, 205

“Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near” by John Fawcett

[1]  Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near, 
Your Savior’s gracious promise hear;
His faithful word declares to thee,

That as thy day thy strength shall be.

[2] Let not thy heart despond, and say,
“How shall I stand the trying day?”

He has engaged by firm decree,
That as thy day thy strength shall be.
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[3] If faith be weak and foes be strong,
And if the conflict should be long,

Thy Lord will make the tempter flee,
For as thy day thy strength shall be.

[4] Should persecution rage and flame,
Still trust in thy Redeemer’s name.

In fiery trials thou shalt see,
That as thy day thy strength shall be.

[5] When called to bear thy weighty cross,
Or sore affliction, pain, or loss,

Or deep distress, or poverty,
Still as thy day thy strength shall be.

[6] When ghastly death appears in view,
Christ’s presence shall thy fears subdue;

He comes they spirit to set free.
And as they day thy strength shall be.
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