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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Pursuing Justice, Pt 1
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• Injustice is pervasive in this world.

 We live outside the innocence of the Garden, is a world 
marked by corruption. 

• Justice is a dominant theme in Scripture.

 God is a God of justice; justice is rooted in His character.

 Justice is a requirement of the redeemed; a fruit of 
salvation.

• Naturally, Proverbs (a book about skillful living) must focus on 
justice.
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“Wisdom reflects the intent and discipline to make 
godly choices in a world filled with sinful distractions 
and detours. Wisdom represents the culmination of 
knowing and understanding carried to its practical 

and ultimate end. Wisdom involves knowing the facts 
of divine revelation in Scripture, as well as 

understanding them in the sense of comprehending 
God’s intention that they lead to a life of redemption 

and practical sanctification. Wisdom then engages the 
human intellect and will to translate this knowledge 

and understanding into a pattern of godly experience 
as the habit of one’s life.”

—Mayhue, Practicing the Proverbs, 42
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• It is similar to the term “righteousness” (right behavior).

• If “justice” and “righteousness” are distinguished . . . 
“‘righteousness’ refers to the moral quality that establishes 
right order and ‘justice’ refers to the moral quality that 
restores that order when disturbed” (Waltke, Proverbs 1-
15, 98).

• KEY DEFINITION: “Justice” refers 
to righteous (right) relations
to all others who come across 
life’s path. 
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Seven Lessons on 
Pursuing Justice

from the Book of Proverbs
(Part 1)
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“Our problem is a lack of clarity and 
charity in our debate over the 
place, priority, practice, and 

definition of justice.” 

—Voddie Baucham, Fault Lines, 5
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• 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

• 9:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and 
the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

1. Justice cannot be correctly defined apart from 
divine revelation.
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• When “justice” is defined otherwise . . .

 14:12 – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but 
its end is the way of death.”

 16:2 – “All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, 
but the LORD weighs the motives.”

• This also means that apart from the LORD—the God who 
revealed Himself in the Bible—there can be no true 
expression of justice.

 Justice is rooted in God’s character; He cannot be 
ignored in any discussions about justice.
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“The cultural precondition of Marxism . . 
. is atheism. The idea that some sort of 
rapprochement can be made with this 

ideological world view and its analytical 
tools used without fear of pollution 

is extremely naïve.” 

—Michael Haykin
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WE DENY that true justice can be culturally defined or that standards of justice 
that are merely socially constructed can be imposed with the same authority as 
those that are derived from Scripture. We further deny that Christians can live 

justly in the world under any principles other than the biblical standard of 
righteousness. Relativism, socially-constructed standards of truth or morality, 

and notions of virtue and vice that are constantly in flux cannot result in 
authentic justice.

—“Statement on Social Justice” (https://statementonsocialjusice.com) 
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• Deuteronomy 32:4 – “The Rock! His work is perfect, for all 
His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
righteous and upright is He.”

• Psalm 33:4-5 – “For the word of the LORD is upright, and all 
His work is done in faithfulness. He loves righteousness and 
justice; the earth is full of the lovingkindness of the LORD.”

• Psalm 89:14 – “Righteousness and justice are the foundation 
of Your throne; lovingkindness and truth go before You.”

2. Justice is an essential ingredient for and 
consequence of true wisdom. 
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• Justice is relating to others in a manner that is consistent with 
God’s character and will. 

• The God-fearer who pursues justice—righteous relations—will 
naturally increase in wisdom. He will grow in the skill of 
successful living.

• The one who pursues wisdom—the skill to live successfully in 
this fallen world—will increase in justice toward others. The 
two go hand in hand as cause and effect.
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• 2:6-9 – “For the LORD gives wisdom; 
from His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding. He stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; He is a shield 
to those who walk in integrity, guarding 
the paths of justice, and He preserves 
the way of His godly ones. Then you 
will discern righteousness and justice 
and equity and every good course.”

JUSTICEWISDOM
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• 1:2-3 – “to know wisdom and instruction, to discern the 
sayings of understanding, [and] to receive instruction in wise 
behavior, righteousness, justice, and equity.”

• 8:8, 15-21 – “All the utterances of my mouth are in 
righteousness; there is nothing crooked or perverted in them. 
. . . By me kings reign, and rulers decree justice. By me princes
rule, and nobles, all who judge rightly. I love those who love 
me; and those who diligently seek me will find me. Riches and 
honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness. . . . I 
walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of 
justice to endow those who love me with wealth, that I may 
fill their treasuries.”
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• Those who are hostile to the call of Lady Wisdom can never be 
looked on as “authorities” in the explanation and exercise of 
true justice. 

• It is impossible to claim the one (justice) while rejecting the 
other (biblical wisdom).

• 12:5 – “The thoughts of the righteous are just, but the 
counsels of the wicked are deceitful.”

• 28:5 – “Evil men do not understand justice, but those who 
seek the LORD understand all things.”

3. Justice manifests itself in practical behavior and 
concrete situations.
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• Today’s social justice warriors speak of justice in the abstract. 

• Proverbs resists this abstraction and instead treats justice in 
concrete, objective terms. 

• Justice is always a matter of personal responsibility for specific, 
moral actions. 

• A survey of Proverbs identifies three areas in particular where
such justice will or will not be manifest. 
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(a) Justice will manifest itself in the way one uses words:

• 12:17 – “He who speaks truth tells what is right, but a false 
witness, deceit.”

• 19:28 – “A rascally witness makes a mockery of justice, and 
the mouth of the wicked spreads iniquity.”

• 19:5 // 19:9 – “A false witness 
will not go unpunished, and he 
who tells lies will not escape.”

(b) Justice will manifest itself in how one 
makes wealth: 

• 11:1 – “A false balance is an 
abomination to the LORD, but a just 
weight is His delight.”

• 16:11 – “A just balance and scales 
belong to the LORD; all the weights of 
the bag are His concern.”
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• 20:10 – “Differing weights and differing measures, both 
of them are abominable to the LORD.”
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(c) Justice will—or will not—manifest itself in how one treats the 
vulnerable:

• 22:22-23 – “Do not rob the poor because he is poor, or crush 
the afflicted at the gate; for the LORD will plead their case 
and take the life of those who rob them.”

• 23:10 – “Do not move the ancient boundary or go into the 
fields of the fatherless, for their Redeemer is strong; He will 
plead their case against you.”

• 29:7 – “The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, 
the wicked does not understand such concern.”

4. Justice is not justice if it is influenced by 
personal identity or payoffs. 
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• “Partiality” = “unfair bias in favor of one thing or person 
compared with another” (Oxford). 

 It occurs when one looks not to the law and to 
the evidence to render judgment but favors or 
disfavors one person over another without 
regard to the law and the evidence. 

 Proverbs condemns it. It is the antithesis of 
justice. Justice is to be blind with respect to 
personal identities.
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• 17:15 – “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns 
the righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to the 
LORD.”

• 18:5 – “To show partiality to the wicked is not good, nor to 
thrust aside the righteous in judgment.”

• 24:23-25 – “These also are sayings of the wise. To show 
partiality in judgment is not good. He who says to the wicked, 
‘You are righteous,’ peoples will curse him, nations will abhor 
him; but to those who rebuke the wicked will be delight, and a 
good blessing will come upon them.”
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• 29:4 – “The king gives stability to the land by justice, but a 
man who takes bribes overthrows it.”

• 17:23 – “A wicked man receives 
a bribe from the bosom to 
pervert the ways of justice.”

• 28:21 – “To show partiality is not 
good, because for a piece of 
bread a man will transgress.”
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“You shall not bear a false report; do not join your hand with a 
wicked man to be a malicious witness. You shall not follow the 

masses in doing evil, nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn 
aside after a multitude in order to pervert justice; nor shall you be 
partial to a poor man in his dispute. If you meet your enemy’s ox 
or his donkey wandering away, you shall surely return it to him. If 
you see the donkey of one who hates you lying helpless under its 

load, you shall refrain from leaving it to him, you shall surely 
release it with him. You shall not pervert the justice due to your 

needy brother in his dispute. Keep far from a false charge, and do 
not kill the innocent or the righteous, for I will not acquit the 

guilty.” —Exodus 23:1-7
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“You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. . 
. . You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be 
partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to 

judge your neighbor fairly.” 

—Leviticus 19:11, 15

“You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear 
the small and the great alike. You shall not fear man, for the 

judgment is God’s.”

—Deuteronomy 1:17a
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Part Two: 

5. Justice is indispensable for the exercise of 
leadership.

6. Justice is a quality more valuable than wealth or 
sacrifice.

7. Justice may come slowly, but it is inevitable.
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