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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Valuing Wealth, Pt 2
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LESSONS ON THE VALUE OF WEALTH FROM PROVERBS, PT 1

1. Wealth is a blessing from the Lord.

2. Wealth is a consequence of wisdom and diligence.

3. Wealth is thwarted by folly.

4. Wealth is limited in value.
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Lessons on the Value of Wealth
from the Book of Proverbs

PART 2

5.  Wealth is best acquired slowly.

6

• Proverbs takes a negative view of quick and easy wealth—not 
because wealth in itself is evil, but because the path to attain it 
quickly and easily most often is. 

• Wealth-by-haste must be rejected because of the propensity to 
involve fraud, to exploit one’s neighbors, to imperil the well-
being of one’s family, to numb one’s senses to the dangers of 
risk, and to inflame one’s overconfidence. 

• Honorable wealth is attained through careful planning, hard 
work, patience, and the delay of gratification.
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• 13:11 – “Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, but the one 
who gathers by labor increases it.”

• 21:5 – “The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, 
but everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.”

 “We should assume that the diligent creatively plan 
within the framework of God’s revealed will and by 
nature act accordingly, but, marking the antithesis, the 
one who hastens to get rich acts without reckoning 
with the divine order” (Waltke, Proverbs 15-31, 172).

8

• 28:20 – “A faithful man will abound 
with blessings, but he who makes 
haste to be rich will not go 
unpunished.”

• 28:22 – “A man with an evil [selfish, 
miserly] eye hastens after wealth 
and does not know that want will 
come upon him.”
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• Nothing illustrates a “wealth-by-haste” approach like gambling.

• “The risking of something you value in the hope of getting 
something of even greater value in return—with little or no 
investment of effort.” 

• There is no logic or planning in gambling; the statistical odds 
are always stacked against the gambler—astronomically. 

• “Success” comes down to what is called “luck” and the 
gambler’s ability to “cheat the odds.” 

10

University at Buffalo Research Institute of Addictions (2014)

“Being financially disadvantaged seems to cause people to 
risk what little money they have in hopes of turning it into a 
larger sum, thinking that that in turn would improve their 
financial situation. Sadly, as so often happens, their hopes are 
not realized and they become worse off than before they 
gambled. Forms of gambling that were popular with such 
individuals included sports betting, bingo, dog or horse racing, 
casinos, lotteries, gambling online, office pools, raffles, as well 
as many others. . . .
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“While approximately 5 percent of people living in 
neighborhoods with low poverty levels would have serious 
gambling problems, that number jumped to more than 11 
percent in very low socio-economic neighborhoods, 
particularly where poverty was at its worst, with a high rate of 
unemployed, high numbers of people living on government 
assistance and generally rundown and filthy surroundings.” 

(Source: ligtt.org)

12

“Gambling has harmful effects on society in 
terms of increases in crime, substance abuse, 

debt, suicide, and the breakup of families. 
Gambling is poor stewardship of God’s 

resources. Only two things can happen to you 
when you gamble, and both are bad: you may 
lose, which means you have foolishly wasted 
your money; or you may win, in which case 
you have defrauded others by taking their 

money without earning it.” 

—Newheiser, Opening up Proverbs, 127
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• On the other hand, nothing serves as a better illustration of 
gaining wealth by plodding as growing it through one’s 
family. 

• “A legacy of spiritual and material prosperity passed on as an 
inheritance from one generation to the next.”

• 13:22 – “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s 
children, and the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the 
righteous.”

• 19:14 – “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, 
but a prudent wife is from the LORD.”

14

• Working hard to leave an inheritance for one’s children is the 
essence of long-term planning and delayed gratification. 

• It requires a man to prioritize his family’s long-term needs 
instead of spending the reward of his labors wholly on 
himself. 

• It challenges a man to prepare his family to be financially 
self-sufficient, able to survive and thrive independent from 
charity or social assistance. 

• But be cautious: 20:21 – “An inheritance gained hurriedly at 
the beginning will not be blessed in the end.”
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6. Wealth is stolen through injustice.

15

• The allure of wealth is vividly seen in the willingness of men 
to perpetrate moral and ethical crimes against others to 
acquire it.

• The book of Proverbs highlights this evil, acknowledging that 
poverty is not only a consequence of personal folly. It can be 
the consequence of others’ injustice. 

• 13:23 – “Abundant food is in the fallow ground of the poor, 
but it is swept away by injustice.”

16

1) Withholding rightful payment or wages:

• 3:27 – “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, when it is in your power to do it.” 

• 11:24 – “There is one who scatters, and yet increases all 
the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly 
due, and yet it results only in want.”

• Leviticus 19:13 – “You shall not oppress your neighbor, 
nor rob him. The wages of a hired man are not to remain 
with you all night until morning.”

15
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2) Taking advantage of those who have suffered calamity:

• 11:26 – “He who withholds grain, the people will curse 
him, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it.”

• 17:5 – “He who mocks the poor taunts his Maker; he 
who rejoices at calamity will not go unpunished.”

• 28:8 – “He who increases his wealth by interest and 
usury gathers it for him who is gracious to the poor.”

18

3) Employing fraudulent business practices:

• 11:1 – “A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a 
just weight is His delight.”

• 20:14 – “Bad, bad,” says the buyer, but when he goes his 
way, then he boasts.”

• 20:23 – “Differing weights 
are an abomination to the 
LORD, and a false scale is 
not good.”
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4) Exploiting the inability of the poor to defend themselves:

• 18:23 – “The poor man utters 
supplications, but the rich man 
answers roughly.”

• 23:10-11 – “Do not move the 
ancient boundary or go into the 
fields of the fatherless, for their 
Redeemer is strong; He will plead 
their case against you.”

20

5) Paying bribes to create an unequal playing field:

• 17:8 – “A bribe is a charm in the sight of its owner; 
wherever he turns, he prospers.”

• 17:23 – “A wicked man receives a bribe from the bosom to 
pervert the ways of justice.”

• 28:21 – “To show partiality is not good, because for a 
piece of bread a man will transgress.”
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6) Appropriating wealth by force:

• 22:22-23 – “Do not rob the poor because he is poor, or
crush the afflicted at the gate; for the LORD will plead their 
case and take the life of those who rob them.”

• 28:24 – “He who robs his father or his mother and says, ‘It 
is not a transgression,’ is the companion of a man who 
destroys.”

22

• Foolish behaviors that entrench men on the path to poverty 
must be rightly identified and rebuked.

• But the poor themselves must never be ridiculed. They, too, 
are image-bearers, to mock them is to ridicule their Creator.

• 14:31 – “He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he 
who is gracious to the needy honors Him.”

• 17:5 – “He who mocks the poor taunts his Maker; he who 
rejoices at calamity will not go unpunished.”

21
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• Whether in this life or the next, the Lord will bring vengeance 
on those who exploit others through injustice. 

• 22:16 – “He who oppresses the poor to make more for 
himself or who gives to the rich, will only come to poverty.”

• 22:22-23 – “Do not rob the poor because he is poor, or crush 
the afflicted at the gate; for the LORD will plead their case and 
take the life of those who rob them.”

• 23:10-11 – “Do not move the ancient boundary or go into the 
fields of the fatherless, for their Redeemer is strong; He will 
plead their case against you.”

7.  Wealth is given to be shared.

24

• A miserly approach to the acquisition of wealth circumvents 
God’s purpose in giving it. 

• God shares His abundance with individuals in order that they 
may partake in the joy of sharing their abundance with others. 

• Proverbs identifies three specific categories of those who are 
worthy beneficiaries of a man’s wealth.

23
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1)  The deserving poor.

• 11:24-25 – “There is one who scatters, and yet increases 
all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly 
due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man will 
be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be 
watered.”

• 22:9 – “He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives 
some of his food to the poor.”

• 28:27 – “He who gives to the poor will never want, but he 
who shuts his eyes will have many curses.”

26

• Proverbs equates giving to the needy to giving to the Lord 
Himself, and the Lord will never remain any man’s debtor.

• 3:9-10 – “Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the 
first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with 
plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.”

• 14:31 – “He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but 
he who is gracious to the needy honors Him.”

• 19:17 – “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the 
LORD, and He will repay him for his good deed.”

25
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2)  One’s own family.

• 13:22 – “A good man leaves an inheritance to his 
children’s children, and the wealth of the sinner is stored 
up for the righteous.”

• 31:10-31

• 1 Timothy 5:8 – “But if anyone does not provide for his 
own, and especially for those of his household, he has 
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”

28

3) One’s employees.

• 27:23-27 – “Know well the condition of your flocks, and
pay attention to your herds; for riches are not forever, nor 
does a crown endure to all generations. When the grass 
disappears, the new growth is seen, and the herbs of the 
mountains are gathered in, the lambs will be for your 
clothing, and the goats will bring the price of a field, and 
there will be goats’ milk enough for your food, for the food 
of your household, and sustenance for your maidens.”

“your food”  “the food of your household” 
“the sustenance of your maidens”
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“We must so use and possess the goods we have, that the use and 
possession of them may tend to God’s glory, and the salvation of 

our souls. . . . Our riches must be employed to necessary uses. 
These are first, the maintenance of our own good estate and 

condition. Secondly, the good of others, especially those that are 
of our family or kindred. . . . Thirdly, the relief of the poor . . . . 

Fourthly, the maintenance of the church of God, and true religion 
. . . . Fifth, the maintenance of the Commonwealth.” 

—William Perkins

8.  Wealth is only temporary.

30

• Proverbs teaches that riches make a great servant but a 
ruthless master. 

• At best wealth is temporary. It does not solve the greatest 
problems of the day nor meet the greatest needs of life. 

• Like man himself, wealth is but a vapor. 

29
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• 11:4 – “Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death.”

• 11:28 – “He who trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous 
will flourish like the green leaf.”

• 23:4-5 – “Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, cease from 
your consideration of it. When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings like an eagle 
that flies toward the heavens.”

• 27:24 – “Riches are not forever, nor does a crown endure to 
all generations.”

32

• 30:7-9 – “Two things I asked of You, do not refuse me before I 
die: Keep deception and lies far from me, give me neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is my portion, 
that I not be full and deny You and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or 
that I not be in want and steal, and profane the name of my 
God.”

31

32



2/11/2021

17

33

“Riches are long in getting with much pains, hard in 
keeping with much care, quick in losing with more 

sorrow. Riches may leave us while we live, we must leave 
them when we die.”

—Thomas Fuller

34

“Adversity hath slain her thousands; 
but prosperity her ten thousands.” 

—Thomas Brooks

A FINAL WARNING
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