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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY
IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD
Valuing Wealth, Pt 1
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The Problem
of Wealth

The Disgruntled
Socialist

The Crony
Capitalist

The Ethical
Materialist

ENVY
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“For the love of money is a root of
all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away
from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.”
—1 Timothy 6:10
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“Envy begins by asking plausibly: ‘Why should I not enjoy
what others enjoy?’ It ends by demanding: ‘Why should
others enjoy what I may not?’”
—Dorothy Sayers
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“Envy enters when, seeing someone else’s happiness or
success, we feel ourselves called into question. Then, out of
the hurt of our wounded self-esteem, we seek to bring the
other person down to our level by word or deed. They belittle
us by their success, we feel; we should bring them down to
their deserved level, envy helps us feel. Full-blown envy, in
short, is dejection plus disparagement plus destruction.”
—Os Guinness
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“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female
servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.”
—Exodus 20:17 // Deuteronomy 5:21

 Approval of personal wealth.
 Legitimacy of protecting private property.
 Inevitability of varying levels of material outcomes.
 Condemnation of lusting after what belongs to another.
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Lessons on the Value of Wealth
from the Book of Proverbs
PART 1
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1. Wealth is a blessing from the Lord.
•

Wealth can never be placed in the same category as truth,
wisdom, or righteousness.

•

But Proverbs does make it clear that God gives wealth to men
as a blessing—particularly as a reward to those who fear Him.

•

This principle draws upon the cause-and-effect logic that
undergirds so much of biblical wisdom.
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• 3:9-10 – “Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the
first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with
plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.”
 “A statement such as Proverbs 3:9-10 is not a formula
for success. Nonetheless, this proverb is making the
claim that there is a relationship between spiritual
values and one’s wealth, and one might expect to gain
materially if one honors the Lord with wealth”
(Longman, How to Read Proverbs, 120).
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• 3:13, 16 – “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and
the man who gains understanding. . . . Long life is in her right
hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.”
• 10:22 – “It is the blessing of the LORD that makes rich, and He
adds no sorrow to it.”
• 19:10 – “Luxury is not fitting for a fool; much less for a slave
to rule over princes.”
• 22:4 – “The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are
riches, honor and life.”
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• The wisdom of Proverbs is not anti-materialistic.
• Neither does Proverbs teach dualism.
• Instead, Proverbs operates on two important assumptions:
(1) the goodness of God’s material creation (see Genesis
1:31)
(2) God’s direct role as Provider of material needs and
blessings (see Ps 104).
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• There is no inherent virtue in asceticism, the deliberate
pursuit of privation, or an “austerity theology.”
• It should never be a man’s goal to live a destitute life as if
that brings him closer to God.
• Wealth is not merely neutral—it is in itself good. God has
created it for the general good of his creatures and blesses
those who fear Him with it.
• It is a means to an end—to bring its recipients to worship
the Source.
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“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will
fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful
spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy
of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding
iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining
from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared
in by those who believe and know the truth. For
everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with gratitude; for it is sanctified
by means of the word of God and prayer.”
—1 Timothy 4:1-5
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“If we happen to have inherited much property, we are
to enjoy those in good conscience as blessings and gifts
of God.”
—William Perkins

“If goods be gotten by industry, providence, and skill, it is
God’s blessing that both gives the faculty, and the use of it,
and the success unto it.”
—John Robinson
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2. Wealth is a consequence of wisdom and
diligence.
• Proverbs teaches that wealth is a consequence of character—
specifically, of hard work exercised in according with wise
counsel.
• If one sows the seeds of diligence and teachability, one is
likely to reap a harvest of material rewards.
• Few things are as determinative for the growth of prosperity
as diligence and receptivity to counsel.
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1) Wealth as the consequence of wisdom:
• 3:13, 16 – “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom
and the man who gains understanding. . . . Long life is in
her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.”
• 8:18-21 – “Riches and honor are with me [Wisdom],
enduring wealth and righteousness. My fruit is better
than gold, even pure gold, and my yield better than
choicest silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, in the
midst of the paths of justice, to endow those who love
me with wealth, that I may fill their treasuries.”
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• 13:18 – “Poverty and shame will come to him who
neglects discipline, but he who regards reproof will be
honored.”
• 14:24 – “The crown of the wise is their riches, but the
folly of fools is foolishness.”
• 24:3-4 – “By wisdom a house is built, and by
understanding it is established; and by knowledge the
rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”
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2) Wealth as the consequence of diligence:
• 10:4 – “Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, but
the hand of the diligent makes rich.”
• 12:11 – “He who tills his land will have plenty of bread, but
he who pursues worthless things lacks sense.”
• 13:4 – “The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing,
but the soul of the diligent is made fat.”
• 28:19 – “He who tills his land will have plenty of food, but
he who follows empty pursuits will have poverty in plenty.”
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• It is wrong to conclude that the acquisition of wealth is
always a mysterious providence without any explanation.
• Indeed, as the sovereign Creator and Sustainer of life, God
does whatever He pleases (Job 1:21; Psalm 115:3; 135:6).
• But Proverbs intends to show that there is order to God’s
universe—the order of sowing and reaping.
• We are to plan life according to this “revealed” will, not guess
at “mysterious” providence.
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MERIT = wisdom +
diligence
• 19:10 – “Luxury is not fitting for a fool; much less for a slave
to rule over princes.”
• 21:5 – “The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, but
everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.”
• 22:29 – “Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand
before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.”
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3. Wealth is thwarted by folly.
• To the degree that wealth is a consequence
of wisdom and diligence, poverty is a
consequence of foolishness.
• Foolishness puts prosperity out of reach for
its followers by leading them down the
path of failure and luring them to waste
the wealth they already possess.
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1) Laziness is a chief cause of poverty.
• 6:10-11 – “‘A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding
of the hands to rest’—your poverty will come in like a
vagabond and your need like an armed man.”
• 10:4a – “Poor is he who works with a negligent hand.”
• 13:18a – “Poverty and shame will come to him who
neglects discipline.”
• 19:15 – “Laziness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle
man will suffer hunger.”
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2) Hedonism is a chief cause of poverty.
• Sexual immorality: “A man who loves wisdom makes his
father glad, but he who keeps company with harlots
wastes his wealth” (29:3).
• Drinking & gluttony: “There is precious treasure and oil
in the dwelling of the wise, but a foolish man swallows
it up” (21:20). “He who loves pleasure will become a
poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not become
rich” (21:17).
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3) Risk-taking is a chief cause of poverty.
• 11:15 – “He who is guarantor for a stranger will surely
suffer for it, but he who hates being a guarantor is
secure.”
• 22:7 – “The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower
becomes the lender’s slave.”
• 22:26-27 – “Do not be among those who give pledges,
among those who become guarantors for debts. If you
have nothing with which to pay, why should he take
your bed from under you?”
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4. Wealth is limited in value.
• Proverbs does not leave these character-consequence
principles without qualification.
• Through numerous “better-than” and other comparison
sayings, the book of Proverbs makes clear that there are
notable exceptions.
• While prosperity is a blessing from God, it is not the most
important one.
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1) Wealth is not better than wisdom.
• 3:13-15 – “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom
and the man who gains understanding. For her profit is
better than the profit of silver and her gain better than
fine gold. She is more precious than jewels; and
nothing you desire compares with her.”
• 8:10-11 – “Take my instruction and not silver, and
knowledge rather than choicest gold. For wisdom is
better than jewels; and all desirable things cannot
compare with her.”
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2) Wealth is not better than character.
• 11:4 – “Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but
righteousness delivers from death.”
• 11:28 – “He who trusts in his riches will fall, but the
righteous will flourish like the green leaf.”
• 15:16 – “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than
great treasure and turmoil with it.
• 16:8 – “Better is a little with righteousness than great
income with injustice.”
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3) Wealth is not better than family.
• 15:17 – “Better is a dish of vegetables where love is
than a fattened ox served with hatred.”
• 17:6 – “Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and
the glory of sons is their fathers.”
• 18:22 – “He who finds a wife finds a good thing and
obtains favor from the LORD.”
• 19:14 – “House and wealth are an inheritance from
fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD.”
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“Wealth creation is not the problem. Wealth worship is.”
—Unknown

“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor
he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity.”
—Ecclesiastes 5:10
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“The cure for envy lies in living under a constant sense of the
divine presence, worshiping God and communing with Him all
the day long, however long the day may seem. True religion
lifts the soul into a higher region, where the judgment
becomes more clear and the desires are more elevated. The
more of heaven there is in our lives, the less of earth we shall
covet. The fear of God casts out envy of men.”
—C. H. Spurgeon
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