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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Accepting Correction
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Eight Truths about Correction
from the Book of Proverbs

1. The right attitude to correction begins with the 
acknowledgement of personal deficiency.

“I’ve often noticed with curiosity that there are more women than 
men asking for counseling at our church. Why is that? Could it be that 
woman have more problems than men? Actually, I’m convinced that 
the men in our church have just as many, if not more, problems than 

the women. The trouble is that too many of us aren’t comfortable 
with asking for help. We are determined to look like we have it all 
together. It is our pride that keep us from admitting we need help 
with thorny issues, bearing burdens, and resisting temptations.” 

—Chris Kropf, “Developing Discernment as a Counselor of Men,” 103
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• Receptivity to correction springs from a basic attitude of humility
wherein one recognizes his own personal deficiency and refuses 
to trust in himself.

 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a 
wise man is he who listens to counsel.”

 14:12 – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its 
end is the way of death.” 

 26:12 – “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.”

 28:26 – “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he 
who walks wisely will be delivered.”

• A right attitude toward correction is built upon a decidedly 
negative, suspicious view of self and the self’s ability to observe 
reality correctly.

 22:15a – “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child.”

 20:9 – “Who can say, ‘I have cleansed my heart, I am pure 
from my sin’?”

 20:30 – “Stripes that wound scour away evil, and strokes 
reach the innermost parts.”

• The man on the path to wisdom affirms God’s assessment of 
him not just in the abstract. He affirms it personally.
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“A leviathan iron-heartedness is 
the stubbornness of the flesh, 
not the triumph of the spirit.” 

—Bridges, Proverbs, 28

2. The willingness to accept correction springs 
from a readiness to receive it from the Lord. 
• This is where it begins on a practical level—in relation to the 

Lord.

• Those who resist correction from others are those who—at a 
more fundamental level—do not believe they deserve correction 
from the Lord. 

• Conversely, those who receive correction from others are those 
who already believe they are worthy of it from the Lord.

• The more ready we are to receive it from the Lord, the more 
ready will we receive it from others.
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• Therefore, accepting correction begins from a readiness to 
embrace the “severe mercy” that comes from the Lord.

 3:11-12 – “My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD

or loathe His reproof, for whom the LORD loves He reproves, 
even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.”

• The man on the path to wisdom recognizes that these two 
undeniable truths—(1) one’s own folly, and (2) the Lord’s 
righteous love—can lead to only one outcome: reproof.

 Deuteronomy 8:5 – “Thus you are to know in your heart 
that the LORD your God was disciplining you just as a man 
disciplines his son.”

• Hebrews 12:4-10 – “You have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have 
forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘MY

SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT

WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE

DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.’ It is for 
discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you 
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then 
you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had 
earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we 
not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For 
they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but 
He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.”
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“We may force our Lord to punish us, but we 
will never have to force Him to love us. 
That’s His nature.” 

—Thomas Watson

“Love precedes discipline.” 

—John Owen

“The correction and advice that we hear are 
sent by our heavenly Father. They are His 

corrections, rebukes, warnings, and scoldings. 
His reminders are meant to humble me, to 

weed out the root of pride and replace it with a 
heart and lifestyle of growing wisdom, 
understanding, goodness, and truth.”

—Poirier, “The Cross and Criticism,” 19
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Whate'er my God ordains is right,
though now this cup I'm drinking
May bitter seem to my faint heart,

I take it all unshrinking.

3. The proof one is ready to accept correction is his 
transparency in confessing wrongdoing.

• “Confession” is the exact opposite of “concealment.”

 28:13 – “He who conceals his transgressions will not 
prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find 
compassion.”

 Concealment of one’s transgression  failure.

 Confession of one’s transgression  forgiveness.

• James 5:16 – “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective 
prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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“It does not spoil your happiness to 
confess your sin. The unhappiness is 

in not making the confession.”

“There is mercy for a sinner, but 
there is no mercy for the man who 

will not own himself a sinner.”

—Charles Spurgeon

ELEMENTS OF BIBLICAL CONFESSION

1. Confess your sin to all who have been touched by your sin.

2. Do not confess sin to those who are not touched by your sin.

3. Confess your sin with a willingness to accept the consequences of your sin. 

4. Consider confessing your sin with a third party who can help with the response.

5. Confess your sin thoroughly, but not necessarily exhaustively.

6. Confess your sin without making any excuses for your sin.
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4. The willing acceptance of correction is a 
fundamental step to future success.

• Solomon uses the law of cause-and-effect to emphasize the long-
term benefit of accepting correction.

• This truth is one of the most repeated 
emphases in the entire book of Proverbs.

• 3:1-2 – “My son, do not forget my 
teaching, but let your heart keep my 
commandments; for length of days and 
years of life and peace they will add to 
you.”

• 6:23-24 – “For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is 
light; and reproofs for discipline are the way of life to keep you 
from the evil woman, from the smooth tongue of the adulteress.”

• 9:9 – “Give instruction to a wise 
man and he will be still wiser, 
teach a righteous man and he 
will increase his learning.” 

• 10:17 – “He is on the path of life 
who heeds instruction, but he 
who ignores reproof goes 
astray.”
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• 13:14 – “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, to turn 
aside from the snares of death.”

• 13:18 – “Poverty and shame will come to him who neglects 
discipline, but he who regards reproof will be honored.”

• 19:20 – “Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that you may 
be wise the rest of your days.”

“The sages felt that mistakes provided opportunities for 
learning. They also apparently assumed that everyone would 
make mistakes along the way. What they could not tolerate, 

however, was an attitude of defensiveness that refuses to admit 
mistakes. True learners, truly wise persons, are those who 

desire to know when they have done wrong so that they can 
change their behavior.”

—Longman, Proverbs, 269
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“The answer to illusion and misjudgment is to replace subjective 
experience as the basis for decisions with a set of objective 

gauges outside ourselves, so that our judgment squares with the 
real world around us.”

—Brown, Roediger, and McDaniel, Make It Stick: The Science of Successful 
Learning, 124.

5. The right attitude to correction expresses itself 
in a high esteem for those who give it.

• The way of the fool is to respond to correction with immediate 
self-justification, and then with long-term resentment toward the 
admonisher. 

• The way of the wise is to respond to correction with immediate 
humility and acceptance, and then with long-term esteem toward 
the admonisher.

• Key issue: ESTEEM—either for self in the face of correction or for 
the one who gives the correction.
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• 9:7-8 – “He who corrects a scoffer gets dishonor for himself, and 
he who reproves a wicked man gets insults for himself. Do not 
reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you, reprove a wise man and he 
will love you.”

• 27:5-6 – “Better is open rebuke than love that is concealed. 
Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but deceitful are the kisses of 
an enemy.”

• 28:23 – “He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor 
than he who flatters with the tongue.”

“No instruction can succeed if there is dislike.”

—cited by Waltke, Proverbs 1-15, 249
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6. The habitual acceptance of correction is clear 
evidence one is on the path to wisdom.

• Wisdom never remains hidden in a man; it always discloses its 
existence.

• One of the ways wisdom does this is through a man’s lifestyle of 
teachability.

• 12:1 – “Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates 
reproof is stupid.”

• 15:5 – “A fool rejects his father’s discipline, but he who regards
reproof is sensible.”

• 15:14 – “The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, but the 
mouth of fools feeds on folly.”

• 15:31-32 – “He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof will 
dwell among the wise. He who neglects discipline despises himself, 
but he who listens to reproof acquires understanding.”

• 18:15 – “The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, and the ear 
of the wise seeks knowledge.”

• Psalm 141:5 – “Let the righteous smite me in kindness and reprove 
me; it is oil upon the head; do not let my head refuse it.”
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“Too many Christians give up. They want the change too soon. What 
they really want is change without the daily struggle. Sometimes 
they give up when they are on the very threshold of success. They 
stop before receiving. It usually takes at least three weeks of proper 
daily effort for one to feel comfortable in performing a new practice. 
And it takes about three more weeks to make the practice part of 
oneself. Yet, many Christians do not continue even 
for three days. If they do not receive instant success, 
they get discouraged. They want what they want 
now, and if they don’t get it now, they quit.”

― Jay E. Adams, The Christian Counselor's Manual

7. The acceptance of correction in one’s own life 
prepares him to give it appropriately to others.

• Those in the best place to give correction are those who have most 
learned from it themselves.

• The best teachers are always those who were and are the best 
learners.

• 22:17-18 – “Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, and 
apply your mind to my knowledge; for it will be pleasant if you 
keep them within you, that they may be ready on your lips.”

• 27:17 – “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”
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• Out of the mouth of one resistant to correction will only come 
error (the state of his own heart).

• 10:32 – “The lips of the righteous bring forth what is 
acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked what is perverted.”

• 14:3 – “In the mouth of the foolish is a rod for his back, but 
the lips of the wise will protect them.”

• 18:6-7 – “A fool’s lips bring strife, and his mouth calls for 
blows. A fool’s mouth is his ruin, and his lips are the snare of 
his soul.”

“Do not then spend the strength of your zeal for your religion 
in censuring others. The man that is most busy in censuring 

others is always least employed in examining himself.”

—Thomas Lye
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“Why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is 
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out 
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 

the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

—Matthew 7:3-5

8. The refusal to receive correction results in 
emotional, physical, and spiritual calamity.

• Once again, the law of cause-and-effect: refuse correction, and 
disaster is inevitable.

• 1:24-27 – Wisdom says to the fool, “Because I called and you 
refused, I stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; and you 
neglected all my counsel and did not want my reproof; I will also 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, when 
your dread comes like a storm and your calamity comes like a 
whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you.”
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• 13:13 – “The one who despises the word will be in debt to it, but 
the one who fears the commandment will be rewarded.”

• 13:18 – “Poverty and shame will come to him who neglects 
discipline, but he who regards reproof will be honored.”

• 15:10 – “Grievous punishment is for 
him who forsakes the way; he who 
hates reproof will die.”

• 15:32 – “He who neglects discipline 
despises himself, but he who listens to 
reproof acquires understanding.”

• 19:18 – “Discipline your son while there is hope, and do not 
desire his death.”

• 28:9 – “He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, even 
his prayer is an abomination.”

• 29:1 – “A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will 
suddenly be broken beyond remedy.”

• The way of the one who resists correction will be hard, and will 
ultimately end in death.
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Do you accept correction?
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