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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Pursuing Wisdom
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WISDOM—NOT IGNORANCE—IS BLISS

• “Wisdom” translates the Hebrew word ָחְכָמה (ḥokmāh).

• Basic idea: skill in living.

“The essence of wisdom is skill, the ability to do a job. . . . The 
wisdom offered by the book of Proverbs is skill for living. . . . 
The goal of wisdom is that you might achieve a life of beauty 
and significance so that at the end of your days you will have 

accomplished something worthwhile and lasting.”

~ Jim Newheiser, Opening Up Proverbs, 19-20

“Wisdom is the skill of living. It is a practical knowledge that 
helps one know how to act and how to speak in different 

situations. Wisdom entails the ability to avoid problems, and 
the skill to handle them when they present themselves. 

Wisdom also includes the ability to interpret other people’s 
speech and writing in order to react correctly to what they are 

saying to us.”

~ Longman, How to Read Proverbs, 14-15
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“Wisdom reflects the intent and discipline to make godly 
choices in a world filled with sinful distractions and detours. 

Wisdom represents the culmination of knowing and 
understanding carried to its practical and ultimate end. 

Wisdom involves knowing the facts of divine revelation in 
Scripture, as well as understanding them in the sense of 
comprehending God’s intention that they lead to a life of 

redemption and practical sanctification. Wisdom then 
engages the human intellect and will to translate this 
knowledge and understanding into a pattern of godly 

experience as the habit of one’s life.” 

~ Richard Mayhue, Practicing the Proverbs, 42
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FORSAKING FOLLY: Review

1. Folly is man’s natural inclination.
2. Folly places confidence in self.
3. Folly refuses to heed correction.
4. Folly rejects cause-and-effect.
5. Folly flaunts sin and mocks holiness.
6. Folly speaks destructively.
7. Folly rushes to anger.
8. Folly reaps judgment.
9. Folly spreads grief. 

Nine Truths about Wisdom
from the Book of Proverbs
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1. Originates in God Alone

• Wisdom is not innate to man.

 22:15 – “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 
child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”

• Wisdom is found in God alone.

 2:6 – “For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth
come knowledge and understanding.” 

The essence of human folly:

“To know thyself 
is the beginning of wisdom.” 

~ Socrates (469-399 BC)
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 Job 28:12-13, 23 – “But where can wisdom be found? 
And where is the place of understanding. Man does not 
know its value, nor is it found in the land of the living. . . 
. God understanding its way, and He knows its place.”

• Man can only obtain wisdom by humbly and worshipfully 
acknowledging its source.

 9:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

“People only have true understanding (wisdom) 
when they look at everything from God’s perspective. 
Authentic wisdom begins when we understand that 

God is to be the object of our devotion, our adoration, 
and our reverence.” 

~ R. C. Sproul, The Purpose of God, 39
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2. Is Offered to All Without Prejudice

• Solomon personifies wisdom as a street vendor calling out 
to the public. She specifically calls out to the “naïve ones,” 
to the “simple-minded,” to the “scoffers” and “fools.” 

 1:20-22 – “Wisdom shouts in the street, she lifts her 
voice in the square; at the head of the noisy streets she 
cries out; at the entrance of the gates in the city she 
utters her sayings: ‘How long, O naive ones, will you 
love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight 
themselves in scoffing and fools hate knowledge?’” 

 8:1-3 – “Does not wisdom call, and understanding lift 
up her voice? On top of the heights beside the way, 
where the paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the 
gates, at the opening to the city, at the entrance of the 
doors, she cries out.”

• Her invitation is to turn back (ׁשוב, shuv), to repent.

 1:23 – “Turn to my reproof, behold, I will pour out my 
spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.’”

 8:17 – “I love those who love me, and those who seek 
me diligently find me.”
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• But Lady Wisdom is not the only voice. There is significant 
competition in the marketplace of life.

 the call of sinners (1:10-17) vs. the call of wisdom 
(1:18-33);

 the call of wisdom (2:1-15) vs. the call of the forbidden 
woman (2:16-19);

 the call of the adulteress (7:6-23) vs. the call of wisdom 
(8:1-36);

 the call of wisdom (9:1-6) vs. the call of folly (9:13-18).

3. Is Possible only for the Humble

• The essence of humility is the acknowledgment that the 
authority for knowing what you know lies outside of self.

 11:2 – “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but 
with the humble is wisdom.”

 “Pride” = exaggerated, presumptuous self-confidence.

 “Humble” = modest, cautious, lowly.

 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but 
a wise man is he who listens to counsel.”
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“Not until we have become humble and teachable, 
standing in awe of God’s holiness and sovereignty, 

acknowledging our own littleness, distrusting our own 
thoughts, and willing to have our minds turned upside 

down, can divine wisdom become ours.” 

~ J. I. Packer

• A key test: the use of first-person singular pronouns 
(“I,” “my,” “me”).

• A dominant use of these pronouns in a positive sense: 
pride & resistance to wisdom.

• A dominant use of these pronouns in a diminished 
sense: humility & receptivity to wisdom.
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“Confidence that one’s impressions are God-given is no 
guarantee that this is really so, even when they persist 

and grow stronger through long seasons of prayer. Bible-
based wisdom must judge them.” 

~ J. I. Packer

4. Is Imparted through Wise Men

• Although wisdom originates in God, it is imparted through 
human channels—namely, wise men.

 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but 
a wise man is he who listens to counsel.”

 13:14 – “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 
to turn aside from the snares of death.”

 13:20 – “He who walks with wise men will be wise, 
but the companion of fools will suffer harm.”
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 15:31 – “He whose ear listens to the life-giving 
reproof will dwell among the wise.”

 19:20 – “Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that 
you may be wise the rest of your days.”

 22:17-18 – “Incline your ear and hear the words of 
the wise, and apply your mind to my knowledge; for it 
will be pleasant if you keep them within you, that they 
may be ready on your lips.”

• Solomon strongly advocates the 
law of assimilation.

• DEF’N: You assimilate or absorb the 
convictions, attitudes, and 
behaviors of those with whom you 
most closely associate.

• Influencers include friends, heroes, musicians, news 
pundits, social media accounts, preachers, writers, etc.

• Impacts vocabulary, speech patterns, tastes, and opinions. 
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• The most basic and noble form: the father-son relationship.

 3:1 – “My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your 
heart keep my commandments.”

 4:1-2 – “Hear, O sons, the instruction of a father, and 
give attention that you may gain understanding, for I 
give you sound teaching; do not abandon my 
instruction.” 

“If you young fellows were wise, 
the devil couldn’t do anything to you. 

But since you aren’t wise, 
you need us who are old.” 

~ Martin Luther
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5. Is Acquired with Difficulty

• Solomon places the responsibility to acquire wisdom 
squarely on the shoulders of each individual.

• Furthermore, this effort is never passive. It always 
includes hardship and pain.

• Finally, it is a life-long pursuit. It never ends.

 9:8 – “Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you, 
reprove a wise man and he will love you.”

 13:1 – “A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, 
but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.”

 19:20 – “Listen to counsel and accept discipline, 
that you may be wise the rest of your days.”

 19:27 – “Cease listening, my son, to discipline, and 
you will stray from the words of knowledge.” 

 29:15 – “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a 
child who gets his own way brings shame to his 
mother.”
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• A key word is the term for “discipline” (מּוָסר, musar).

 The term refers to chastisement, training, or warning. 

 It is especially common in the child-rearing contexts 
in Proverbs.

 Waltke: “a chastening lesson to correct a moral fault.”

 It includes both verbal and corporal correction.

6. Is More Valuable Than Wealth
• Solomon teaches that the pursuit of wisdom should be 

prized far above material treasure.

 3:13-15 – “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom 
and the man who gains understanding. For her profit 
is better than the profit of silver and her gain better 
than fine gold. She is more precious than jewels; and 
nothing you desire compares with her.”

 8:10-11 – Wisdom proclaims, “Take my instruction 
and not silver, and knowledge rather than choicest 
gold. For wisdom is better than jewels; and all 
desirable things cannot compare with her.”
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 8:19 – Wisdom states: “My fruit is better than gold, 
even pure gold, and my yield better than choicest 
silver.”

 16:16 – “How much better it is to get wisdom than 
gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen above 
silver.”

7. Manifests Itself in Righteousness

• Wisdom is characterized by justice, dignity, truthfulness, 
and simplicity.

 8:6-9 – Wisdom states: “Listen, for I will speak noble 
things; and the opening of my lips will reveal right 
things. For my mouth will utter truth; and wickedness 
is an abomination to my lips. All the utterances of my 
mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing crooked 
or perverted in them. They are all straightforward to 
him who understands, and right to those who find 
knowledge.”
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 James 3:13-18 – “Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do 
not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This 
wisdom is not that which comes down from above, 
but is earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every 
evil thing. But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and 
good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the 
seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace.”

8. Yield Rewards

• The law of cause-and-effect is once again evident.

 1:33 – Wisdom states: “But he who listens to me shall 
live securely and will be at ease from the dread of 
evil.”

 3:13 – “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom, 
and the man who gains understanding.”

 19:8 – “He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he 
who keeps understanding will find good.”
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 8:32-36 – “Now therefore, O sons, listen to me, for 
blessed are they who keep my ways. Heed instruction 
and be wise, and do not neglect it. Blessed is the man 
who listens to me [wisdom], watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at my doorposts. For he who finds me 
finds life and obtains favor from the LORD. But he who 
sins against me injures himself; all those who hate me 
love death.”

 24:3-4 – “By wisdom a house is built, and by 
understanding it is established; and by knowledge the 
rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”

9. Spreads Joy
• Wisdom leaves the opposite of collateral damage.

 15:20 – “A wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish 
man despises his mother.”

 23:15 – “My son, if your heart is wise, my own heart 
also will be glad; and my inmost being will rejoice 
when your lips speak what is right.”

 23:24-25 – “The father of the righteous will greatly 
rejoice, and he who sires a wise son will be glad in 
him. Let your father and your mother be glad, and let 
her rejoice who gave birth to you.”
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Are You Pursuing Wisdom?
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