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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Forsaking Folly
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(1) The “naïve” or “simple” (e.g., 1:22a)

• The mildest term in the list. 

• Those who are easily misled, gullible, and susceptible to 
influences of every sort.

• The proverbs of Proverbs are directly aimed at them, and 
wisdom constantly invites them to her fold. 

• There is yet hope for their souls.

FOLLY: The Real Pandemic

(2) The “fool” or “idiot” (1:7b, 32).

• Two Hebrew terms are used for this very common 
designation in Proverbs. 

• The terms refer to those with irrational thinking and 
immoral character. 

• “They are blockheads because, deaf to wisdom, from 
their distorted moral vision, of which they are cocksure, 
they delight in twisting values that benefit the 
community” (Waltke, Proverbs 1-15, 112). 
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(3) The “wicked” (e.g., 4:19)

• This kind of fool stands in direct antithesis to the 
“righteous” one. 

• Those who are “wicked” are those who shamelessly 
promote evil thoughts, words, and deeds, and whose 
actions bring chaos and upheaval to those around them. 
community. 

• The LORD detests them. 

(4) The “treacherous” (e.g., 13:2)

• The “treacherous” are the apostates. 

• They are unfaithful to the relationship God has 
established with His people. They “leave the paths of 
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness” (2:13). 

• As a result, Proverbs describes their way as hard and 
they will eventually be cast out and destroyed. 
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(5) The “mocker” or “scoffer” (e.g., 13:1)

• This category consists of the most arrogant and hardened 
of all fools. 

• They are totally oblivious to reproof and must only be 
driven out of the community for safety’s sake. 

• “No man earns more universal detestation or deserves it 
more than he who wears a perpetual sneer, who is 
himself incapable of deep loyalty and reverence and who 
supposes that it is his mission in life to promote the 
corrosion of the values by which individuals and society 
lives” (McKane, Proverbs, 399).

Nine Truths about Folly
from the Book of Proverbs
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1. Man’s Natural Inclination

• 22:15 – “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the 
rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”

 “Foolishness” = not naivete or childishness, but folly, 
stupidity. 

 “Bound up” = knotted or tied together

 “Heart” = the inner self, mission control center.

• Solomon debunks the conventional “wisdom” that 
children are born innocent and only become foolish as a 
result of their environment.

• He views man’s condition with pessimism. He recognizes 
the reality of original sin (Gen 3) and radical depravity 
(Gen 6:5).

• Apart from a conscious forsaking of this natural folly and a 
deliberate turn to embrace the fear of the LORD (Prov 1:7), 
a child will forever remain a fool.
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• 29:15 – “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who 
gets his own way brings shame to his mother.”

• Folly is not the problem of mental disabilities, poor 
education, low income, or faulty learning techniques—
although those things certainly exacerbate foolishness.

• Folly is not the result of environmental conditioning but 
the absence of it—the absence of the rod (law leading to 
discipline) and reproof (instruction leading to change). 

“What parent, what instructor of 
children, will not bear sad but decisive 

testimony to the foolishness of the child? 
. . . Foolishness is the birthright of all.” 

—Charles Bridges, Proverbs, 413
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2. Places Confidence in Self

• 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a 
wise man is he who listens to counsel.”

• 14:12 – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its 
end is the way of death.” 

• 18:2 – “A fool does not delight in understanding, but only 
in revealing his own mind.”

• 26:12 – “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.”

• 26:16 – “The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven 
men who can give a discreet answer.”

• 28:26 – “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he 
who walks wisely will be delivered.”
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DESCRIPTION REFERENCE

“his own eyes”
3:7; 12:15; 21:2; 

26:5, 12, 16; 28:11; 30:12

“his own mind/heart” 18:2; 28:26

“his own understanding” 3:5

“his own sight” 16:2

• An inflated view of one’s own opinions marks every fool.

• In milder forms it manifests as stubborn independence 
and self-sufficiency; in stronger forms as arrogant 
haughtiness.

• Contrast this with Proverbs 3:5-7 – “Trust in the LORD
with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own 
eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil.”
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“O my God! Save me from myself—
from my own self-deceitfulness.”

—Bridges, Proverbs, 140

3. Refuses to Heed Correction

• 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

• 1:22 – “How long, O naive ones, will you love being 
simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in 
scoffing and fools hate knowledge?”

• 12:1 – “Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he 
who hates reproof is stupid.”
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• 15:5 – “A fool rejects his father’s discipline, but he who 
regards reproof is sensible.”

• 17:10 – “A rebuke goes deeper into one who has 
understanding than a hundred blows into a fool.”

• 27:22 – “Though you pound a fool in a mortar with a pestle 
along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness will not depart 
from him.”

• Fools are not foolish merely because they lack knowledge. 
Fools are foolish because they have no appetite for it. 

• Fools are the “snowflakes” of society—those who feel 
deeply offended when admonished, who demand “safe 
spaces” where they can hear only their own voices, and 
who respond to correction with profanity, aggression, 
and violence.

• Fools live under the illusion of mastery.

• To the foolish, true wisdom is itself “foolishness” (see 1 
Cor 1:18-25). 
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“He is surely a brute, and not a 
rational creature, who has swallowed 
poison, and will rather suffer it to take 

it course, than admit the necessary 
relief of medicine, lest he should be 

obliged to confess his folly, in exposing 
himself to the need of it” .”

—Bridges, Proverbs, 131-32

4. Rejects Cause-and-Effect

• Contrast the long-term, deadly consequences with the 
short-term appeal of the adulteress in 7:6-27.

 “Her house is the way to Sheol, descending into the chambers 
of death” (7:27).

• Contrast the long-term, painful consequences with the 
short-term appeal of wine in 23:29-35. 

• “At the last it bites like a serpent and stings like a viper” 
(23:32).
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• Folly is the great deceiver; it promises far more than it ever 
delivers. 

• The foolish ignore this reality along with the cause-and-
effect nature of their decisions in general. 

• They mock delayed gratification and instead prioritize 
immediate pleasure. 

• They are convinced they will never have to pay the bill, but 
eventually the bill comes due. The longer the delay has 
been, the greater the price to be paid. 

5. Flaunts Sin and Mocks Holiness

• The foolish take sin out of the shadows and into the 
mainstream. 

• 10:23 – “Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool, and so is
wisdom to a man of understanding.”

• 13:16 – “Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a 
fool displays [lit. spreads out] folly.”

• 14:9 – “Fools mock at sin, but among the upright there is 
good will.”
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• Furthermore, the foolish ridicule righteousness and make it 
their mission to oppose it.

• 13:19 – “Desire realized is sweet to the soul, but it is an 
abomination to fools to turn away from evil.”

• 19:28 – “A rascally witness makes a mockery of justice, and 
the mouth of the wicked spreads iniquity.”

• Fools find entertainment and delight in the expression of 
folly. 

• Fools delight when evil 
achieves victory, when sin 
triumphs, when laws are 
broken, and when chaos 
reigns. 

• Fools mock moral convictions, the sensitive conscience, 
and the confession of sin. 
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“What gives pleasure is a 
good indication of 

character.” 

—Clifford, Proverbs, 116

6. Speaks Destructively

• Proverbs draws a tight connection between folly and 
speech.

• 12:18 – “There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of 
a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”

• 12:23 – “A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart 
of fools proclaims folly.”

• 15:2 – “The tongue of the wise makes knowledge 
acceptable, but the mouth of fools spouts folly.”
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• Proverbs describes the speech of the foolish in the 
following ways:

 Fools speak quickly/rashly.
 Fools speak profusely.
 Fools speak without listening.
 Fools speak sarcastically.
 Fools speak cynically.
 Fools speak destructively.

7. Rushes to Anger

• Fools reveal their folly through instant and uncontrolled 
anger.

• 12:16 – “A fool’s anger is known at once, but a prudent 
man conceals dishonor.”

• 14:17 – “A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, and a man of 
evil devices is hated.”

• 14:29 – “He who is slow to anger has great understanding, 
but he who is quick-tempered exalts folly.”
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8. Reaps Judgment

• The law of cause-and-effect cannot be thwarted. He who 
sows the wind will reap the whirlwind. The wages of folly 
is death.

• 10:8 – “The wise of heart will receive commands, but a 
babbling fool will be ruined.”

• 19:3 – “The foolishness of man ruins his way, and his heart 
rages against the LORD.”

• 19:29 – “Judgments are prepared for scoffers, and blows 
for the backs of fools.”

9. Spreads Grief

• Folly leaves collateral damage in its wake.

• 10:1b – “A wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish son is 
a grief to his mother.” 

• 13:20 – “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the 
companion of fools will suffer harm.”

• 26:10 – “Like an archer who wounds everyone, so is he 
who hires a fool or who hires those who pass by.”
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Have You Forsaken Folly?
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