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WISDOM: LIVING SUCCESSFULLY

IN A TREACHEROUS WORLD

Fearing God
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“Fear issues forth from love—either for 
ourselves or for God.” ~ Wilhelmus à Brakel

• The typical man: fear originates out of 
self-love; he attempts to find remedies in 
the things of this world.

• The wise man: fear originates out of love 
for God; he is driven to greater 
dependency upon God.

FEAR: Friend or Foe?

“The fear of the LORD is 
the beginning of wisdom; 
fools despise wisdom and 

instruction” (1:7).

“Charm is deceitful and 
beauty is vain, but a woman 

who fears the LORD, she 
shall be praised” (31:30).

FEAR: The Interpretive Key to Proverbs
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“Fear of the LORD” = 
the revelation of God

• objective, from God

• taught and learned

• Psalm 19:9 – “The fear 
of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever.”

FEAR OF THE LORD Defined

“Fear of the LORD” = 
the response of man

• subjective, from man

• relationship in 
response to revelation

• synonymous with love, 
trust, awe, humility

The “fear of the LORD” is “that 
affectionate reverence, by which the 

child of God bends himself humbly and 
carefully to his Father’s law.” 

~ Charles Bridges, An Exposition of Proverbs, 
3-4 
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1. The Starting Point for All True Knowledge

• 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

• Solomon indicates that true knowledge is . . . 

 theological – all knowledge is God’s knowledge.

 exclusive – it is from and of Yahweh alone.

 essential – a right relationship is indispensable. 

“However, the temporally first step [“beginning”] 
in this case is not on a horizontal axis that can be 
left behind but on a vertical axis on which all else 
rests. . . . What the alphabet is to reading, notes to 
reading music, and numerals to mathematics, the 

fear of the LORD is to attaining the revealed 
knowledge of this book.”

~ Waltke, Proverbs 1-15, 181“Beginning”
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“In order to the attaining of all useful knowledge this is 
most necessary: that we fear God. We are not qualified to 

profit by the instructions that are given us unless our minds 
be possessed with a holy reverence of God, and every 

thought within us be brought into obedience to Him. . . . 
As all our knowledge must take rise from the fear of God, so 

it must tend to it as its perfection and center. Those know 
enough who know how to fear God, who are careful in 

everything to please Him and fearful of offending Him in 
any thing; this is the Alpha and Omega of knowledge.”

—Matthew Henry 

• 2:1-2, 5 – “My son, if you will receive my words and 
treasure my commandments within you, make your ear 
attentive to wisdom and incline your heart to 
understanding . . . then you will discern the fear of the 
LORD.”

• 9:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

• 15:33 – “The fear of the LORD is the instruction for wisdom, 
and before honor comes humility.”
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IMPLICATION:

• Wisdom to walk successfully in this life will only come from 
a reverent and teachable submission to the highest 
authority: the one true God as He has revealed Himself in 
His Word. 

• 1:28-29 – “They will call on me [Wisdom], but I will not 
answer; they will seek me diligently but they will not find 
me, because they hated knowledge and did not choose the 
fear of the LORD.” 

2. The Opposite of Pride and Self-Sufficiency

• 3:5-7 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not 
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn 
away from evil.”

“trust in the LORD”
“acknowledge Him”

“fear the LORD”

“do not lean on your own 
understanding”

“do not be wise in your own 
eyes”
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IMPLICATION:

• The “fear of the LORD” requires us to treat our natural 
intuition, feelings, logic, and opinions as one of the greatest 
threats to wisdom that we will ever encounter.

• 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a 
wise man is he who listens to counsel.”

• 26:12 – “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.”

• Judges 17:6 – “In those days there was no king in Israel; 
every man did what was right in his own eyes.” 
(Repeated in 21:25)

• Psalm 36:1-2 – “Transgression speaks to the ungodly 
within his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
For it flatters him in his own eyes concerning the 
discovery of his iniquity and the hatred of it.” (Cited in 
Rom 3:18)
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“In God you come up against something which is in every 
respect immeasurably superior to yourself. Unless you know 

God as that—and therefore, know yourself as nothing in 
comparison—you do not know God at all. As long as you are 
proud, you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking 
down on things and people; and, of course, as long as you are 
looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.”

—C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 96

“The worst sort of clever men are those who know 
better than the Bible.”

—Charles Spurgeon
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3. Generates a Reflection of God’s Character

• 3:7 – “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and 
turn away from evil.”

• 8:13 – “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and 
arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I 
hate.”

• 16:6 – “By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, 
and by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from evil.”

• 23:17 – “Do not let your heart envy sinners, but live in the 
fear of the LORD always.”

• 14:2 – “He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, but 
he who is devious in his ways despises Him.”

• Psalm 112:1 – “How blessed is the man who fears the 
LORD, who greatly delights in His commandments.”
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IMPLICATION:

• The “fear of the LORD” is the essential ingredient in the 
fight against sin. The first step in the mortification of sin is 
not loving sin less, but fearing God more. 

“The fear of God is the fountain of all the 
holiness which delights you. Sinful lusts will 

lose their potency, corruptions which 
surface will readily be subdued, you will be 
stopped in the middle of sinning, and you 

will find yourself included toward the 
practice of all manner of virtues.” 

~ Wilhelmus à Brakel
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4. Produces a Harvest of Rewards

• 13:13 – “The one who despises the word will be in debt to 
it, but the one who fears the commandment will be 
rewarded.”

• 14:26-27 – “In the fear of the LORD there is strong 
confidence, and his children will have refuge. The fear of 
the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares 
of death.”

• 10:27 – “The fear of the LORD prolongs life, but the years of 
the wicked will be shortened.”

• 14:27 – “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one 
may avoid the snares of death.” 

• 19:23 – “The fear of the LORD leads to life, so that one may 
sleep satisfied, untouched by evil.” 

• 22:4 – “The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are 
riches, honor and life”
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IMPLICATION:

• Solomon wants us to focus on the practical implications 
the fear of the LORD has for life. This fear will lead to 
wisdom, which in turn will bring choices which avoid the 
devastating effects of sin and its enslavement.

• Ultimately, even the fear of the LORD itself will be better 
than the best of riches: “Better is a little with the fear of 
the LORD than great treasure and turmoil with it” (15:16).

5. Cancels out All Other Fears

• 3:25-26 – “Do not be afraid of sudden fear nor of the 
onslaught of the wicked when it comes; for the LORD will be 
your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.”

• 14:26 – “In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, 
and his children will have refuge.”

• 29:25 – “The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts 
in the LORD will be exalted.”
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IMPLICATION:

• If you struggle with anxiety over your health, your 
circumstances, your career, your family, the opinions of 
others, etc., the solution will not be found in a drug, but in 
a greater fear—a robust fear in God Himself.

• Psalm 118:6 – “The LORD is for me; I will not fear; what 
can man do to me?”

“The fear of God is the death of every other 
fear; like a mighty lion, it chases all other 

fears before it.” 

—Charles Spurgeon
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“Young man, be of good courage. Care not for what 
the world says or thinks: you will not be with the 

world always. Can man save your soul? No. Will man 
be your judge in the great and dreadful day of 

account? No. Can man give you a good conscience in 
life, a good hope in death, a good answer in the 

morning of resurrection? No! no! no! Man can do 
nothing of the sort. Then ‘fear not the reproach of 

men, neither be afraid of their revilings: for the 
moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the 

worm shall eat them like wool’ (Isa 51:7-8). Call to 
your mind the saying of good Colonel Gardiner: ‘I 
fear God, and therefore I have none else to fear.’ 

Go and be like him.” 
~ J. C. Ryle, Thoughts for Young Men

Whom Do You Fear?

“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable 
to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able 

to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

~ Matthew 10:28
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