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12/31/23 
 

 I N T R O D U C T I O N  
 

Take your Bible if you will and open it to the book of Hebrews, Hebrews  
chapter 11. 
 
My aim for this morning’s message is to conclude the year, drawing our 
attention to the life of faith in which we as believers are called to live. 
 
It was nearly 3 decades after our Lord’s Ascension, shortly after the city of 
Rome burned in A.D. 64, that the Apostle Peter, with a true shepherd’s 
heart, wrote to a scattered church. It was a church that needed both 
comfort and encouragement just like any church in the present day.  
 
Peter writes in 1 Pet 1:8 –  
 

8 And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though 
you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory,  

 
“I know you did not see our Lord while He ministered among us.  
I know that even now you do not see Him now, but you believe in 
Him and that makes all the difference in the world.” 

 
Peter is comforting his readers through Gospel comforts: You believe in 
Him, you love Him, though you have not seen Him, and that my beloved is 
the life of faith.  
 
But you are not the only ones who did not see and yet still believe. 
Consider the life of Abraham for a moment. The author of Hebrews calls 
us to consider Abraham in this passage (Hebrews 11:8-19). 
 
We as believers are grateful for the believers from the past who lived this 
life of faith. They serve to us as motivation and encouragement.  
 
Praise God for the “so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us” (12:1). 
They are our historic spiritual examples. They testify that the life of faith is 
the only way to live. 
 

THE LIFE OF FAITH 
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Now, it wasn’t Abraham’s plan to leave home. In fact, when he left Ur he 
had no idea where he was going. Look at v. 8 –  
 

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, 
not knowing where he was going.  

 
Nor was it Abraham’s plan to wait on the Lord and learn patience all the 
while. How many years did Abraham live in a tent? Look at v. 9 –  
 

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same 
promise,  

 
None of the patriarchs truly possessed the land as theirs. They did not 
build homes for themselves, expecting to never move again. Tents are not 
the single family homes people are in the market for! 
 
Abraham, as well as his son and grandson, all lived this life of faith. The 
land was in sight but not in hand. The land was still only a promise. Could 
you live on promises that would never be fulfilled in your lifetime? 
 
Abraham’s life was that of waiting on the Lord. That is perhaps one of the 
hardest things we face as believers - when we are waiting on the Lord. We 
are impatient people, are we not?  
 
Sometimes a mother prays 25 years before a daughter comes to faith. 
Some mothers pray and never get to see their prayers answered in their 
lifetime. 
 
James 5:7-8 reminds us–  
 

7 Therefore be patient, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the soil, being 
patient about it, until it receives the early and late rains.  
8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.  

 
What a great reminder to us all. Be patient my beloved, be patient about 
it, wait upon the Lord – For His coming, for it all! Be patient. 
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The question that you have to ask yourself: “Is it worth the wait?” 
 
I believe the answer is a most definite “Yes!” 
 
What helped Abraham was to look ahead. Look at v. 10 –  
 

10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations,  
whose architect and builder is God.  

 
His ultimate Promised Land, was heaven, just like it is for us. It is those 
who are heavenly minded that endure. Those who are heavenly-minded 
have all the patience with all that happens here on earth.  
 
What of Abraham’s wife, Sarah? Do you think it was her plan to be barren 
all those years? Read v. 11 –  
 

11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even 
beyond the proper time of life, since she regarded Him faithful 
who had promised.  

 
Do you think it was her plan to arrive “beyond the proper time of life” 
before having a child? Would it be your plan? 
 
Sarah, like many of us, struggled to believe in God. She laughed out loud 
(Gen. 17:17), she took matters into her own hands (Gen. 16:1-4), she did 
things her way. And that cost her and Abraham dearly. 
 
*We never stop to consider how much our impatience costs us. 
 
And yet, even with our impatience, the Lord never ceases to be merciful. 
God gave Abraham as many descendants “as the stars of heaven in 
number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore” (v. 12). 
 
On the one side you have God who is at work in you (Phil. 2:13), and on 
the other side you have man working out his salvation with fear and 
trembling, trusting in God. On the one side God is sovereignly working out 
His will, and on the other side man is responsible, to trust and obey. 
 
What a great reminder to us all that while we don’t how it will all work 
out, my beloved, we are to trust in Him. Never stop believing in Him! 
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For it is He “who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or understand, according to the power that works within us” (Eph 3:20). 
 
Now some of you might be thinking, “That is good and right, but what 
about now as we wait?” What are we to do in the meantime?  
 
Read Hebrews 11:13-16. 
 

C O N T E N T  
 
So how do you arrive at the end of your days “in faith” still believing? How 
do you die believing? Or turn it on its head, “How do you live this life of 
faith?” I’m glad you asked.  

WELCOME HIS PROMISES (V. 13A) 

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but 
having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance…  

 
The author of Hebrews writes of “all these.” Who were they? 
 
They were the recipients of the promises of God, namely, Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
God gave Abraham the promise about the land and repeated it to Isaac 
and to Jacob.  
 
Yet not Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob, ever possessed the Promised Land. 
In fact, it was almost 500 years after the death of Jacob that Israel first 
began to possess Canaan! 
 
They received the promise of innumerable offspring; yet when they died, 
the patriarchs had only sons and grandsons. 
 
They all died “without receiving the promises.”  
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Before you think that this is a sad state to be in on your death bed, you 
cannot miss what the author of Hebrews points out in v. 13 –  
 

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but 
having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance…  

 
They never really missed out. They all died in perfect hope and assurance 
of fulfillment. They died believing God would honor His word and 
eventually fulfill the promises He had made. 
 
Notice they welcomed these promises. 
 
The word in Greek is ἀσπάζομαι (59x in the NT) and it means to 
embrace and receive gladly. It is to be happy about something, “to look 
forward with happiness to what was going to happen.”1 
 
In a sense, what would you do in seeing a person whom you love and 
have great affection for? Would you simply say, “Hey?” 
 
No, a thousand times no, you would embrace them, receive them gladly, 
with great affection. Your heart would be joyous to see them. 
 
In the same way, we are to receive and embrace and welcome God’s 
promises as did the Patriarchs of old. 
 
These men of old had eyes of faith. They saw God’s goodness in fulfilling 
promises in His time. 
 
None of these men knew what was happening. No word was ever given to 
them as to when or how the promises would be fulfilled, but God’s Word 
was enough. They believed on God and it was enough for them to go on 
His Word. 
 
I wonder for us if His Word is sufficient and enough for us? 
 
 

 
 

1 ἀσπάζομαι in Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 302. 
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Are His promises enough? Do you trust in His promises? 
 
My beloved, it begins in the heart. It begins in your attitude toward God’s 
promises. Do you believe them to be true? 
 
Independent of your circumstances, do you possess eyes of faith? 
 
Notice what is said of Moses in v. 27 –  
 

27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the rage of the king;  
for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.  

 
Moses did not succumb to fear. All of us are tempted to fear, but in this 
circumstance, Moses did not succumb to fear. With full determination the 
man endured having eyes of faith. 
 
Moses did talk to Yahweh in the burning bush (Ex. 3:2) – where he saw 
“the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.” Yet it 
was much more than the sight of a burning bush. Moses saw God at work,  
and this strengthened him. He could not give way to fear but to trust! 
 
He knew that no matter what happened, whatever he had to face, God 
would hold him and strengthen him every bit of the way! 
 
He had the same resolve as David in Psalm 27:1 –  
 

1 Yahweh is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear?  
Yahweh is the strong defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?  

 
So if you are going to live this life of faith, enduring to the very end still 
believing, you are going to have to welcome God’s promises in your life, 
keeping them at the forefront.  
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Not only that but you are going to have to… 

ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR PILGRIMAGE (VV. 13B-15) –  

13 … and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth.  

 
To confess is to “concede that something is factual or true.”2Just admit 
that you are strangers and exiles on the earth. 
 
So it can be translated as “to admit/acknowledge,” even 
“confess/profess.” The word in Greek is ὁμολογέω. 
 
Say the same thing about who you are here on earth as God says. Say it 
with me, “I’m a stranger and an exile on the earth.” 
 
Two words in Greek. The first is ξένος and it means “stranger” or better 
yet, “foreigner.” 
 
The second is παρεπίδημος and it pertains to “staying for a while in a 
strange or foreign place, sojourning, residing temporarily.”3 The idea here 
is that you are only passing through, not staying for long. You are a 
transient foreigner.4 
 
Jacob was the first to confess himself a pilgrim in the land. He says to the 
Pharaoh in Gen 47:9 –  
 

8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are the days of the years 
of your life?”  
9 So Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my 
sojourning are 130; few and evil have been the days of the years 
of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years that 
my fathers lived during the days of their sojourning.”  

 
 

2 ὁμολογέω in William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 
Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 708. Hereafter BDAG. 

3 BDAG, 775. 
4 Ceslas Spicq and James D. Ernest, Theological Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, 

MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994), 41–42. 
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Instead of asking how old you are, we could ask, how long have you been 
sojourning? 
 
Any one of us can think about our sojourning and we might be a bit 
saddened by the things that have transpired. Jacob recognized these one 
hundred and thirty as “few and evil.” 
 
This is perhaps a bit of the Eeyore-complex. But then in his last days, what 
is Jacob’s view of his sojourning. Is it still “few and evil?” No. 
 
Notice what he says in Gen 48:15 to Joseph –  
 

15 And he blessed Joseph and said, “May the God before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has been my 
shepherd throughout my life to this day,  
16 The angel who has redeemed me from all evil, Bless these boys; 
And may my name live on in them, And the names of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; And may they grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth.”  

 
This is where we all must arrive to say about our great God, “He has been 
my shepherd throughout my life to this day.” Again our eyes are to be 
fixed upon Him not on us, nor our circumstances. 
 
Every believer knows that this earthly scene is transitory. Every believer 
ought not to fool himself into thinking that this is their home. This is not 
our home.  
 
There is nothing in this life that can compete with the satisfaction and joy 
that come from being at home! And this is not our home. 
 
David declared it in Psalm 27:4 –  
 

4 One thing I have asked from Yahweh, that I shall seek:  
That I may dwell in the house of Yahweh all the days of my life, 
To behold the beauty of Yahweh And to inquire in His temple.  

 
That’s where I want to be. That’s where I want to be, my beloved. 
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Do you realize that after all the trials that Job faced, this was his 
confession in Job 19:25-26 –  

 
25 “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,  
And at the last He will rise up over the dust of this world.  
26 “Even after my skin is destroyed,  
Yet from my flesh I shall behold God,  

 
Every believer must acknowledge that they are only sojourners, pilgrims, 
strangers, and aliens on this earth.  
 
Having this mindset helps in our fight against the flesh.  
In 1 Pet 2:11 Peters says –  
 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from 
fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul,  

 
We are not members of the world’s society. Thus we shun the things of 
this world. We abstain from fleshly lusts. 
 
Not only that, but we are not to be conformed to this world (Rom 12:2). 
We must not pattern ourselves after the spirit of the age. We are to stop 
allowing ourselves to be fashioned after the present evil age in which we 
live.   
 
Being a pilgrim means that we are separate from the world.  We are not 
to be conformed to it and we must abstain from its fleshly lusts. 
 
As Paul wrote in Phil 3:20 –  
 

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  
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And so we welcome His promises, we acknowledge our pilgrimage, and 
thirdly we… 

DESIRE GOD’S HEAVENLY COUNTRY (V. 16A) – 

16 But now, they aspire to a better country, that is,  
a heavenly one… 

 
The word means to “stretch oneself.” The inclination is so intense that it 
requires the sacrifice of other good things.5 
 
Everyone of us have sought a better place to live. My mother had this 
aspiration in bringing my sister and I to the States. She wasn’t the only 
one.  
 
Ellis Island in New York has a museum that tells the story of the hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants who made the journey to America.  
 
What do you think drove Columbus to sail the open sea, was it not the 
hope of finding a better country? 
 
What of the Pilgrim Fathers who were driven from their native land by 
persecution? Was not their hope to reach a free and fruitful country? 
 
But there is a far better country for the Christian.  
 
Consider how Scripture makes it abundantly clear that heaven is a realm 
of unsurpassed joy, unfading glory, undiminished bliss, unlimited delights, 
and unending pleasures. 
 
Nothing about heaven can possibly be boring!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5 Ceslas Spicq and James D. Ernest, Theological Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994), 592. 
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There in heaven we will have unbroken fellowship with all heaven’s 
inhabitants. Life there will be devoid of any sorrows, cares, tears, fears, or 
pain as we read in Rev 21:4-5 –  
 

4 and He will WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES;  
and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any 
mourning, or crying, or pain. The first things passed away.”  
5 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and 
true.”  

 
Consider how Christ prayed for you to spend eternity with Him in John 
17:24 –  
 

24 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be 
with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You 
have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.  

 
If this be His desire, should it not be ours as well? Our hearts should 
overflow with gratitude to God for what awaits us! 
 
Solomon put it in perspective when he wrote in Ecc 7:1 –  
 

1 Better is a good name than good oil,  
And better is the day of one’s death than the day of one’s birth.  

 
It is not simply about the meaninglessness and futility of this earthly life, 
but the beautiful reality that for the Christian, death ushers us into glory.  
 
On earth we put a lot of stock on the day we were born, but in heaven we 
will put a lot of stock on the day we died. 
 
Paul said it best in Phil 1:21 –  
 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  
 
Paul did well to point us upward and onward. For he was willing “rather to 
be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord” (2 Cor 5:8).  
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It wasn’t that he was fed up with living and so wanted to die, but that 
death meant so much for Him.  
 
Death was not the end, but only the beginning. To depart this life is to be 
“with Christ” (Phil 1:23). “To live is Christ and to die is gain.” 
 
All of us need to have a heart like Paul. He writes in 2 Cor 5:4 –  
 

4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, 
because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that 
what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  

 
We must all yearn to be clothed with our heavenly form and to exchange 
this transient world for a far better country, a heavenly one! 
 
Now in Scripture there are many descriptions of heaven. Ezekiel for 
example provides the most dramatic description of heaven in all 
Scripture.  
 
We don't have the time but I do want to give you the passage of Scripture 
so that you may read it on your own - Ezekiel 1:4-28. 
 
There Ezekiel is wonderfully transported to the very heart of heaven in a 
vision. It describes God’s throne in heaven.6 
 
There around the throne of the eternal, glorious God, he saw a flashing, 
sparkling, spinning rainbow of brilliance.  
 
It is difficult to interpret all the details, but just know that heaven is a real 
place and there is a majesty, beauty, symmetry, and perfection that is fit 
for God’s heaven.  
 
And again, our Lord desires for you to be with Him in heaven. 
 
 
 

 
 

6 See John MacArthur, The Glory of Heaven: The Truth about Heaven, Angels, and Eternal 
Life (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1996), 81. 
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To His disciples He says in John 14:3 –  
 

3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.  

 
This was Paul’s great hope too as he writes in 1 Thess 4:17 –  
 

17 … so we shall always be with the Lord.  
 
God saved you with this in mind! Consider the words from Paul in Eph 
2:5ff -  

 
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—  
6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  
7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches 
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

 
What will heaven be like? It is a place where the surpassing riches of 
God’s grace will be shown ever so brightly! 
 
We who know Christ are going to this better country for this express 
purpose: so that God can showcase the infinite riches of His grace by 
showering His goodness on us forever and ever and evermore! 
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C O N C L U S I O N  
 
My beloved, God is not ashamed to be called your God. He has called you 
by name, before the foundation of the earth, you are His and you have 
the awesome privilege of bearing His name.  
 
He has prepared a place for you.  
 
Stop and think of it, my beloved. Does not your heart leap for joy? 
 
God says in 1 Sam 2:30 –  
 

30 “…for those who honor Me I will honor,  
and those who despise Me will be cursed.  

 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all honored God, and God honored them. 
Nothing is so honoring to God as the life of faith.  
 
In fact, as we read in Heb 11:6 –  
 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
draws near to God must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.  

 
To hear these words of our Master, recorded for us in Matt 25:21 –  
 

21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You 
were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

 
Nothing is so honoring to God as the life of faith. Such a life of faith 
pleases Him, honors Him, and brings Him the glory that He deserves. That 
is how Abraham lived. We too must live by faith. We too must live a life of 
faith. 
 
Let us pray. 


