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Honorable Hospitality 
Message 6 – The Ministry of John’s Third Epistle 

3 John 5-6 
John D. Street 

 
Introduction: 
  
I. Hospitality in the Present 

 
A. Benefiting Saints (5a) 

 
1. The essence of faithfulness is seen in _____________ for believers. 
2. The essentials of faithfulness is seen in _________ of ___________ for believers. 
3. The evidence of faithfulness is seen in the __________ ___________ of the host. 
4. The encouragement of faithfulness is seen in the __________ of ____________.  

 
B. Benefiting Strangers (5b) 

 
1. Strangers _________ a _________ to a community; this was true for the 1st 

century persecuted Christian community. 
2. Strangers went through a three phase ___________________ process: 

a. They were tested for compliance to community ___________. 
b. They were “received” or “rejected” as a _______________ guest. 
c. They were sent on their way as a __________  or ___________.  

3. Israel treated their Messiah as a ___________ and an ___________ and not as a 
guest and a friend (John 1:11).  

 
Hospitality Then and Now 

 
 
 
 

Tested strangers to 
see if they will be 
true _________. 

Treated guests with 
the utmost 
_____________ and 
care according to 
their needs.   

Trusted guests were 
sent on their way as 
new life-long 
__________. 

Then 
Reluctantly accept 
strangers into the 
home with much 
____________.  

Make sure strangers 
are impressed by our 
good 
________________. 

Send them away 
with _________ 
expressions of care. 

Now 
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II. Hospitality in the Past 
 

A. Bearing testimony of love (6a) 
 

1. Recipients of Gaius’ hospitality bore abundant testimony to his ________ 
_______. (cf. Matthew 25:35) 

2. Real Christian love is not an ____________; it is an __________. (cf. 1 John 
3:18; John 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10) 

3. Relational bonds were _____________ between Christian hosts and guests that 
lasted long after the visit.  

4. Reports of loving hospitality emboldened the early church for even greater 
_________________ zeal.  
 

B. Before the church (6a) 
 

1. Regard for one another made the early church a ________ community in the 
Greco-Roman world. 

2. Recollections of Gaius’ loving hospitality were ____________ before the entire 
______________ of believers. 

3. Requirements were established that _____________ the stay of these traveling 
missionaries. (Didache 11:4-5) 

4. Regular giving in church should always be within the context of ________ for 
__________. (cf. Galatians 6:10) 

 
III. Hospitality in the Future 

 
A. Bless them on their way (6b) 

 
1. Encouragement is given for Gaius to continue to send these preachers out 

______________. 
2. Exhortation is necessary so that these preachers are ______ ______ comfortable 

with the accommodations. 
3. Exaltation of the ministry of the Word was ______________ among early 

Christians. 
4. Everything these preachers needed for their ________ _________ was to be 

supplied.  
 

B. Bless them in a worthy manner (6b) 
 

1. Extend to these preachers every kindness that will honor and _______ ______.  
2. Exercise diligence in providing food, clothing and shelter so that they are 

________ ____________.   
3. Excel in seeing that every need is met so they are ___________ in their ministry. 
4. Expect their stay to be __________ so that they will not be distracted from their 

responsibilities.  
 


