
Welcome to the Lord’s day 
worship service at Grace Church. 

We are truly blessed to be here 
this morning as we open God’s 
Word together, sing His praises, 

and enjoy a time of fellowship 
in His presence.

Be sure to take advantage of 
the many fellowship and ministry 

opportunities available to 
our church family today and 

throughout the week.

 John MacArthur
PASTOR-TEACHER

Clayton Erb / Minister of Music
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8:30 & 10:30* am

BILL BRANDENSTEIN, DIRECTOR 

God of Grace and Glory • Hughes/Manz • Jan Sanborn, Organist

Hymn 433 Now Thank We All Our God • Congregation

O Sacred Head Now Wounded • Hassler-Bach/Hart • Orchestra 

And Then Shall Your Light Break Forth • Mendelssohn • Worship Choir

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God • Luther/Krogstad • Philip Webb

Hymn 110 Thine Is the Glory • Congregation

MESSAGE: SONS OF GOD, PART 1
  John MacArthur • Galatians 4:1–11

Doxology Hymn • Congregation

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty • Trad./Manz • Organ Postlude

6:00 pm
O Worship the King • Trad./Billingsley • Instrumental Prelude

Songs of Praise • Congregation

Baptism

Relentless Love • Anderson-Habegger • Deb Victa

MESSAGE: THE WORK OF GOD (SOLUS CHRISTUS)
  Nathan Busenitz • Selected Scriptures

Postlude

* Interpreting for the deaf is provided during the 10:30 a.m. service. Arabic and Korean 
translation for the 10:30 a.m. service is available at gracechurch.org/live. A limited 
number of headsets are available at the front desk for simultaneous translation.

Anthem

To maintain a worshipful atmosphere in the services, please do not 
applaud after musical numbers.

And Then Shall Your Light Break Forth

And then shall your light 
Break forth as the light of morning breaketh; 
And your health shall speedily spring forth then 
And the glory of the Lord ever shall reward you.

Lord, our Creator, 
How excellent Thy name is in all the nations! 
Thou fillest heaven with Thy glory.

Amen.

Lyrics adapted from Isaiah 58:8 and Psalm 8:1; music by Felix Mendelssohn (1846)

Doxology Hymn

Hymn 1 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

Thus all my toilsome way along I sing aloud His praises, 
That men may hear the grateful song My voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart! Both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory!
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• Fundamentals of the Faith
• Local Outreach

On the Patio

• Hands for Hope
• Spanish Ministry 
  (by the Chapel)

• Women’s Fall Event

THE WELCOME CENTER hosts a reception 
for visitors following each Sunday-morning service.  
Enjoy refreshments and find helpful people with answers 
to any questions you have about our church. You’ll also 
receive one of Pastor MacArthur’s books as a thank you 
for being with us today.

THE MEMBER CENTER has information about  
membership and baptism. It is located on the north side  
of the Heritage Building, across from the Welcome Center. 

  Next Membership Class • November 5 
  101 • 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. • T375

THE PRAYER ROOM is staffed with counselors,  
ready to offer pastoral care. It is open after every service, 
and is adjacent to the Worship Center.

Campus Ministries          On GraceWalk 

Generations of Grace Children’s Sunday School
The following lesson was taught today in Sunday School (Preschool through Juniors)

Jesus Promises Rest
Matthew 11:20–30
Jesus says to take up His yoke, and learn from Him.

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” (Hymns of Grace No. 391)

Why is it dangerous to hear about Jesus’ miracles and not repent?

By taking up Jesus’ yoke and learning from Him.

As a family, read Matthew 11:20–30.

Matthew 12:22–37

MESSAGE 

PASSAGE 

PRINCIPLE

 FEATURED HYMN

ASK YOUR CHILD 

APPLY

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Adapted from the Generations of Grace Family Devotional, available at the bookstore.

RADIO gty.org/radio
The Real Meaning of Christmas
 • KKLA 99.5 FM LOS ANGELES  M–F 6:30 am & 7:30 pm
 • KDAR 98.3 FM OXNARD•VENTURA M–F 2:00 & 10:00 am; Sun 2:00 am

TELEVISION gty.org/television
“The Lord’s Greatest Prayer, Part 5”
 • NRBTV CHANNEL 378 ON DIRECTV Sunday 6:30 pm

ONLINE gty.org
 • John MacArthur’s sermons: audio, video, and transcripts
 • Resource library: blog, devotionals, articles, Q&As, and more
 • Mobile apps: “The Study Bible” and “Grace to You Sermons”

Grace to You

Bookstore

The Bookstore is open after each service and during the week. 
It is located on the south side of the Worship Center. 

REFORMATION 500TH ANNIVERSARY SALE

Select items up to 80% off retail, including…
Faith Alone by R.C. Sproul

The English Reformation & The Puritans 
(DVD) by Michael Reeves

A Habitual Sight of Him  
by Joel Beeke & Mark Jones

The Reformed Pastor (DVD)  
by Ian Hamilton

Faith Alone by Thomas Schreiner

Why the Reformation Still Matters  
by Michael Reeves

Today through October 31
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As those words indicate, Martin Luther could 
stand before a human tribunal because it was 
God who stood by Him. He was strong in 
the might and strength of the Holy Spirit. His 
fearlessness came from the fact that Jesus Christ 

A Mighty Fortress
The following day, on April 18, 1521, Luther 
boldly declared before the council that he would 
not recant his views. Famously, he said,

Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain 
reason—I do not accept the authority of the 
popes and councils, for they have contradicted 
each other—my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant 
anything, for to go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. God help me. Amen.

As those words indicate, Luther was willing to 
take a bold stand, putting his life on the line for 
what he knew to be true, and doing so in the 
presence of the most powerful ruler in Europe 
and in the face of a corrupt religious system that 
often responded to its detractors by burning them 
at the stake.

What gave Luther that kind of boldness? We find 
the answer in the words of a prayer that Luther 
prayed on the morning before the trial began.

Stand by me, O true eternal God. In no man do 
I trust. Stand by me, O God. In the name of your 
dear Son, Jesus Christ, who shall be my defense 
and shelter, yes, my mighty fortress, through the 
might and strength of Your Holy Spirit. Amen.

In June 1520, several years after posting his 
95 Theses, Martin Luther was issued a bull of 
excommunication by Pope Leo X. The German 
Reformer was given sixty days to recant. Instead, 
he took a copy of the papal decree out into the 
center of Wittenberg and burned it as a public 
demonstration of his resolve.

When news reached Rome that he was unwilling 
to change his views, Luther was officially 
denounced by the Catholic Church. Shortly 
thereafter, he was summoned to defend his views 
before the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, 
who at that time was the most powerful ruler in 
Europe. Luther knew that if he was convicted of 
heresy, he would likely be sentenced to death just 
as John Huss had been a century earlier.

The imperial council, known as a Diet,  
met in the city of Worms. Luther arrived on  
April 16, 1521, and appeared before the 
assembly the following day at 4:00 in the 
afternoon. A stack of his books was presented, 
and he was asked if he would recant the alleged 
heresies they contained. Knowing what was at 
stake and wanting to make sure he answered in 
a way that was both accurate and precise, Luther 
asked for more time. He was given twenty-four 
hours.
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was his defense, his shelter, and his mighty fortress.

It would be several years later, probably in the fall 
of 1527, that Luther penned his most famous hymn, 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” which, of course, 
emphasizes those same truths.

That particular year, Luther became very sick. A 
short time later, the plague came to Wittenberg, 
causing many of his friends and even his son to 
become very ill. Luther found himself in a time of 
deep discouragement that bordered on despair.

Yet, as he emerged from that time of severe 
personal adversity, Luther recognized that God had 
not abandoned him. And thus, as he reflected on 
the words of Psalm 46, he could declare, “A mighty 
Fortress is our God, A Bulwark never failing.”

Whether hardship came in the form of political 
pressure (from religious authorities that sought 
to kill him) or from personal trials (like enduring 
severe illness), Luther found comfort and courage 
by looking to God as his refuge and tower of 
strength.

The same perspective ought to be true for us, as 
we remember that God is on His throne. He is our 
mighty fortress, and we can find refuge in Him.

A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His name, From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God has willed His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, For lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.

That Word above all earthly powers, No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still:
His kingdom is forever.



Faith Promise Fruit
Your Faith Promise giving plays a significant role in supporting affiliated training 
centers of our missionaries around the globe. Grace Church missionary Johnny 
Gravino recently shared some student testimonies from the Italian Theological 
Academy (ITA). One student, Caliendo, wrote, “Having a right approach to the Word 
of God is crucial both for those who preach and for those who listen. This is the 
main reason I started the expository preaching certificate at ITA. Today, thanks to 
the training we have received, I understand the importance of reading a passage in 
its context. I now read a specific text and, in order to understand it, I read the entire 
chapter as well. Every passage has a single meaning. Every passage is related to the 
whole book of which it is part. Every book of the Bible is tied to the others. Before 
arriving at a particular meaning for a specific text, I try to understand the author’s 
intent, as revealed in the whole book. I praise the Lord for leading me to ITA.” Praise 
God for the impact this training is having on these students and their churches.

To learn more about Faith Promise or our ministry efforts in Italy, call 818-909-5700.
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November Is Adoption Awareness Month
November 5 & 12 • Agency Tables

Several adoption/foster agencies will have 
representatives and information on GraceWalk after both 
morning services.

November 12 • 12:30–3:00 p.m. • Seminar & Lunch

Join us for an informational seminar and lunch on the 
second floor of the Heritage Building. To help us plan 
effectively, please sign up at the patio table this morning, 
or email handsforhope@gracechurch.org. 

gracechurch.org/handsforhope • 818-909-5700

Faith Promise
Last week you generously gave $18,352. Thank you for your ongoing support 
of our missionaries and their ministries around the world. 

Grace Around the World
The March Family
James & Julia, Elijah, William, Wesley

Serving in France since 2015

Prayer / Praise

• Pray that God would bless our teaching, Bible studies, evangelism, and training of men in the church.

• Pray for God’s protection over our family and for our children’s relationships with Jesus.

Saturday, November 11 • 9:00 a.m.–Noon • Family Center • Cost: $20
Register on the patio this morning, or online at gracechurch.org/women  

Nursery care is available for this event 

Women’s Fall Event 



Adventure Fair 
Saturday, November 18 • 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Adventure Club kids and their families, friends, and neighbors are invited to come 
enjoy games, prizes, face painting, bounce houses, food, fellowship, and more!

Children’s Ministry Volunteer Opportunities
If you’re looking for a place to serve, Children’s Ministry has opportunities in our 
Nursery and Sunday School classrooms.

If you’re interested in joining us, please stop by the Welcome Center to pick up 
an application.

God’s Word in Hebrew
Today • Before and after both morning services • GraceWalk

George and Goldie Shaw, representatives with the Society for Distributing 
Hebrew Scriptures, will be offering a limited supply of free, bilingual Hebrew/
English Old and New Testaments, as well as CDs containing 37 Bibles in 
17 languages. Please take a Bible to give to your unbelieving Jewish family 
members, friends, and neighbors.

Sojourners Women’s Fellowship 
Thanksgiving Potluck
Saturday, November 18 • 10:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. • T270s • Speaker: Evy Anderson

All women are welcome. Call 818-887-9717 to register and receive a food 
assignment.
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Logos Institute Fall Classes
A Portrait of Christ: Four Gospels, One Savior
 October 30–December 4 (Mondays) • 6:30–8:00 p.m.
 Instructor: Paul Twiss • Cost: $30

Biblical Doctrine 101: Finding the Answers to Life’s Big Questions
 November 2–December 7 (Thursdays) • 6:30–8:00 p.m.
 Instructor: Eric Dodson • Cost: $30
 The textbook for this course, Biblical Doctrine by John MacArthur and  
 Richard Mayhue, is available at the bookstore.

For more information or to register, visit gracechurch.org/logos.

Daylight Saving
Daylight Saving Time ends November 5. Remember to set your clocks back  
one hour.

Job Opportunities
Administrative Assistant. The Grace Church Accounting Department has a full-
time opening for an administrative assistant (40 hrs/wk). Requirements include 
experience with customer service, processing cash transactions, and data 
importing and entry. Must possess excellent customer service, organizational, 
and multi-tasking skills; proficiency with Microsoft Office; and the ability to work 
in a fast-paced environment. Experience with general ledger software is also 
helpful. Applicants for employment must be, if employed, biblically qualified as a 
deacon or deaconess and be a member of Grace Church.  For more information or 
to request an application, contact HR at HR@gracechurch.org or call  
818-909-5672.
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The Guild (Single adults)
T361
Pastor: Don Carr

Monday Morning Prayer Group
Welcome Center

8:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Welcome Center
for room locations. 
Pastor: Ace Davis

Cornerstone
(All ages) T371
Pastors: Nathan Busenitz,  
Mark Tatlock, Harry Walls

Doulos (Singles & young 
families) T361
Pastor: Carl Hargrove

FaithBuilders (All ages) T261
Pastor: Bill Shannon

GraceLife (All ages)
Family Center
Pastors: Phil Johnson,
Mike Riccardi

Junior High (Grades 7–8)
T73 (Basement)
Pastor: Jay Lennington

Developmentally Disabled
CC130E
Pastor: Rick McLean

Spanish Adult Sunday 
School H221-222 
Teachers: Josiah Grauman,  
José Soria

Spanish Worship Service
Chapel
Pastors: Henry Tolopilo,
Michael Mahoney

10:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
Special needs class available
Visit the Welcome Center
for room locations. 
Pastor: Ace Davis

Crossroads
(College & young adults)
Family Center
Pastor: Austin Duncan

High School (Grades 9–12)
T73 (Basement)
Pastor: Josh Petras

Joint Heirs (All ages) T261
Pastors: Tom Patton, John Street

Mainstream (All ages) T361
Pastors: Rich Gregory,  
Carlos Chung

Developmentally Disabled
CC130E
Pastor: Rick McLean

Sojourners (All ages) T371
Pastor: William Varner

Spanish Adult Sunday 
School H221–222
Teachers: Rubén Pidal,  
David González

Spanish Worship Service
Chapel
Pastors: Henry Tolopilo,
Michael Mahoney

5:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Prayer Group
T385

6:00 p.m.
Adventure Club
Family Center (Grades 4–6)
Chapel (Grades 1–3)
T270s (Ages 3–5)

5:00 p.m.
Neighborhood Outreach
H223–224

Visit our website at

MINISTRY DIRECTORY

Administration
818-909-5500

Children
818-909-5631

Logos Institute
818-909-5500

Membership
818-909-5644

Men
818-909-5537

Outreach
818-909-5700

Pastoral Care & 
Counseling
818-909-5537

Prayer
818-909-5519

Spanish
818-909-5722

Special Ministries
818-909-5519

Student
818-909-5593

Women
818-909-5521

8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Fridays 7:30 p.m.

Mondays 9:00 a.m.

Building Abbreviation Key
T = Tower   
H = Heritage   
CC = Children’s Center

Grace Today is published weekly by Grace 
Community Church. ©2017 by Grace 
Community Church. Scripture, unless 

otherwise noted, is taken from the NEW 
AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, © The 

Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995.  

Used by permission.

13248 Roscoe Blvd.
Sun Valley, CA 91352

Our mission is to glorify God 
and extend His kingdom by 

living and proclaiming  
His truth in the world.


