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Introduction: “…Paul provides a commentary [in chapter 3] on selected points of the narrative in Exodus 34:29–35. When Moses descended from Mount Sinai with the two tablets… his face shone so brightly that ‘the Israelites could not look steadily’ at him. Well then, argues Paul, if such glory attended the giving of the law under the ministry… that brought death and condemns men, how much more glorious will be the ministry of the Spirit that brings righteousness!”
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 336 
Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:4.


Day One 
2 Corinthians 3:1–3 — Living Letters by the New Covenant
1.	Review 2 Corinthians 2:14–16 and list two or three ways Paul and his fellow apostles conducted themselves in ministry.



2.	2 Corinthians 3 continues Paul’s line of reasoning, so how do Paul’s questions in 3:1 align with the charges some were making against him? What did Paul’s detractors want him to prove?



3.	According to verse 2, why does Paul assert that he needed no letters of commendation written in ink on paper? 
	Identify “who” Paul’s letter is, where the letter is, and who receives it. Where was the proof of Paul’s apostleship found?



4.	From verse 3 and Exodus 31:18, what was Paul referring to when he mentioned “tablets of stone,” and with what did he contrast these tablets?



5.	Heart Check: If you are a believer, your Spirit-transformed life is a living letter from Christ to the world. What do your life in Christ and your life lived for Christ communicate to those you encounter each day? List two or three changes that you want to make, and consider asking someone to hold you accountable to do that.



Day Two
2 Corinthians 3:4–6 — Life-Giving Spirit of the New Covenant
1.	Describe the source of Paul’s confidence, found in 2 Corinthians 3:4–5.







2.	How did Paul describe himself and believers in verse 6? What contrast did Paul then present in this verse, and what are the two elements of that contrast?



3.	According to Romans 7:8–12 and Galatians 3:10–12, what is the result of human efforts to keep God's law?



4.	In contrast, according to Romans 8:1–4 and Galatians 3:13–14, what results when a person places her faith in Christ?



	a.	Heart Check: If you are a believer, what signs of spiritual life are evident in your life? Give glory to God for the work He has done in your heart and pray for continued growth in Him. If you are trying to live the Christian life by your own efforts, recognize the futility of that effort and ask God to grant you His grace through faith in Jesus Christ!



Day Three
2 Corinthians 3:7–11 — Lasting Glory Through the New Covenant
1.	In 2 Corinthians 3:7 and 9, Paul described how the “ministry of death” and the “ministry of condemnation” came with glory. How do Exodus 24:12–18 and 34:29–35 provide additional information that deepens your understanding of God’s glory?



2. 	In verses 8–9 and in Jeremiah 31:31–34, what do the “ministry of the Spirit” and the “ministry of righteousness” refer to, and how does Paul contrast them with the ministry of death and condemnation?



3.	According to verses 10–11, what glory surpassed the glory of the Old Covenant under Moses?



	a.	Reflect and Pray: If you are a believer in Christ, read 2 Corinthians 5:16–19 and 2 Peter 1:1–4, and meditate on the implications of this majestic glory in your life! Write a short prayer of thanksgiving for God’s work in your life.



Day Four
2 Corinthians 3:12–16 — Lifting of the Veil in the New Covenant
	1.	According to 2 Corinthians 3:12, since the New Covenant of Christ has permanent glory that will not fade away, what did this “great hope” produce in the apostles?



2.	According to verse 13 and Exodus 34:34, why did Moses hide his face behind a veil?



3.	From verses 14–15, why did Paul say that a veil like the one covering Moses’s face remained in the hearts of the Israelites when they read the law? How is the veil removed according to verse 16?



4.	Find two or three additional Scripture verses that explain the transformation that takes place when a person repents of sin and trusts Christ for salvation.



5.	Take Action: If you have turned to the Lord and the veil over your heart has been removed, write a prayer praising the Lord for your hope, boldness, and access to God because of Christ. If your “veil” remains, ask the Lord to soften your heart today!



Day Five
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 — New Covenant Liberty in the Spirit
1.	From what and by whom are believers liberated according to 2 Corinthians 3:17 and the surrounding context?



2.	In verse 18, what can believers see with unveiled faces, and what effect does this have on Christians?



3.	In the last phrase of verse 18, who is it that accomplishes this transforming work in the believer’s life?



4.	Reflect and Pray: What daily practices expose you to the glory of the Lord and thereby transform your life? List two or three ways you can excel still more in your pursuit of knowing and worshiping God.



______________________________________________________________________________________

Abner Chou									 	         September 30, 2026

Additional Resources:

· The Competent Minister, Part 1 – 2 Cor. 3:1–3 
John MacArthur, March 27, 1994 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47-12/the-competent-minister-part-1   






· A Better Way Sermon Series - 2 Cor. 3:6–18 
John MacArthur, May 15, 1994 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/241/a-better-way-the-beauty-of-gods-new-covenant  
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