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Introduction: 
In 2 Corinthians 6:1–13, “Paul…appealed to the Corinthians for mutual openness in affection…. His own heart is open wide to them, but he knows and they know why they cannot reciprocate as fully as they ought. Some of them have an uneasy conscience about their continuing pagan associations they know Paul disapproves of…the principle [of 6:14] might be expressed thus: ‘Do not form any relationship, whether temporary or permanent, with unbelievers that would lead to a compromise of Christian standards or jeopardize consistency of Christian witness. And why such separation? Because the unbeliever does not share the Christian’s standards, sympathies, or goals.’”
 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 359Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:9.



Day One
2 Corinthians 5:20–6:4a — The Gospel Era
1.	From 2 Corinthians 5:20–6:1, with whom was Paul working, and what was he begging or urging the Corinthians not to do?



	a. How is it possible for someone to receive God’s grace in this way? See also 6:14; 7:1; 11:4; and 12:20–21.



2.	Dig Deeper: What Scripture does Paul quote in 2 Corinthians 6:2? Read verses 1–13 of the chapter quoted and make two or three observations about the original context of this verse. How is Paul applying this verse to the Corinthians?



3.	What was Paul not doing according to 2 Corinthians 6:3, and what was he doing instead, according to verse 4a? Considering the context of 5:20–6:4, what was the overarching goal of Paul’s ministry?



	a.	Heart Check: Examine your heart and write down anything that might be keeping you from growing spiritually in your understanding of God’s Word. Ask God to give you the grace to believe the gospel sincerely, live according to its truth, and share it with others in genuine faith.



Day Two
2 Corinthians 6:4b–5 — Gospel Era Qualities and Paradoxes, Part One
1.	From verse 4b, what is the first and overarching character quality that Paul listed for commending himself as a minister of God (in much…)? Read James 1:2–4 and explain how this quality is formed in believers.




2.	From verses 4b–5, read through the list of the trials Paul endured, and categorize them in the table below. (Note: The word “tumults” in verse 5 could also be translated as “riots” or “public disturbances.”)

	a. General trials (6:4b)
	b. Trials caused by men (6:5)
	c. Personal sacrifices (6:5)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	d.	From the context of these verses, what compelled Paul to share this list of trials with the Corinthians?



3.	Reflect and Pray: If you are a Christian, how do these verses describing Paul’s suffering impact you personally? Pray for grace to endure whatever you must suffer in serving God.



Day Three
2 Corinthians 6:6–10 — Gospel Era Qualities and Paradoxes, Part Two
1.	Refer to 2 Corinthians 6:6 to fill in the chart below, listing the inward qualities that Paul displayed as he endured these ministry hardships. Then give a brief definition of each. Try to do this on your own before consulting a dictionary or another resource!

	Spiritual Quality
	Definition

	a. 
	

	b. 
	

	c. 
	

	d. 
	

	e. 
	

	f. 
	



2.	From verse 7, what equipped Paul to face his troubles with effectiveness and godly character?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find one or two other passages of Scripture that you could use to explain what Paul’s “weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left” were.



	b.	Heart Check: For personal consideration, when you endure trials, which of the qualities listed above are areas in which you need to grow? List them and spend some time praying for God’s help.




3.	Read 2 Corinthians 6:8–10 and complete the chart below, listing the contrasts Paul used to describe his apostolic ministry.

	Negative
	Positive

	a. 
	

	b.
	

	c. 
	

	d. 
	

	e. 
	

	f. 
	

	g. 
	

	h. 
	

	i. 
	



4.	Reflect and Pray: As you consider these paradoxical statements, explain how both sides can be true in a believer’s life and ministry. How can these contrasts bring comfort to a believer during trials? How might this understanding comfort you personally?



Day Four
2 Corinthians 6:11–13 — Gospel Era Attitudes
1.	From verse 11, what does Paul claim is his attitude and demeanor in ministering to the Corinthians?



2.	If there was a lack of affection in the Corinthians’ relationship with Paul, what was its source according to verse 12, and what did Paul urge them to do in verse 13?



	a.	Heart Check: In meditating on the relationship of Paul and the Corinthians in these verses, are there specific relational trials in your own life that come to mind? Take time to pray for mutual love, affection, openness, and unity among your family members and within the body of Christ.



Day Five
2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 — Gospel Era Separation
1.	To what new topic does Paul transition in 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1? Scan this section and list repeated words, commands, comparisons, contrasts, Scripture references, etc.





2.	What are the connections between Paul’s command in verse 14 and his subsequent questions in vv. 14–16?



3.	In verse 16, how does Paul describe believers? Using the passages that Paul quoted or alluded to in verses 16–18, explain the implications of this reality in your own words.



4.	From 7:1, after considering these truths from the Old Testament, what should be the believer’s practical response? List two or three other passages of Scripture that encourage the same response, and pray for courage and discipline to personally respond in this way.



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tom Patton								 		            November 4, 2026

Additional Resources:

· Honor and Dishonor—The Paradox of Ministry, Parts 1–3 – 2 Cor. 6:1–10
John MacArthur, April 30, 1995
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47–40/honor–and–dishonor–the–paradox–of–ministry–part–1 

· Accents of Love – 2 Cor. 6:11–13; 7:2–4
John MacArthur, July 9, 1995 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47–43/accents–of–love 

· Be Separate – 2 Cor. 6:14–7:1
John MacArthur, May 18, 2022
https://www.gty.org/sermons/TM22–1/be–separate–john–macarthur 
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