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Introduction: 
“Why was a life of self–pleasing impossible for Paul?  Because of the supreme example of his Lord dying for all.”

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 351Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:8.



Day One: 
2 Corinthians 5:11–12 — Ministry from the Heart
1.	From 5:11, what topic does the word “therefore” (NASB) or “so then” (LSB) refer to?



2.	Also in verse 11, and in light of 4:1–6, what was Paul seeking to “persuade men” of, and what motivated him?



3.	According to verses 11–12, what misunderstanding did Paul want to avoid as he sought to equip the Corinthians to interact wisely with his critics? What did they know in their consciences about Paul?



	a.	In your own words, how did Paul describe the behavior of those who opposed him?



4.	Reflect and Pray: What are two or three ways someone might be tempted to sinfully criticize or oppose their pastors, teachers, or missionaries today? What is the remedy for this kind of thinking and behavior?



Day Two: 
2 Corinthians 5:13 — Ministry from the Heart

	Note: 2 Corinthians 5:13 is widely regarded as a challenging verse to interpret. Keep in mind that Paul was most likely accused of insanity for his strong teaching and zeal for the kingdom (see Acts 26:24), and he was also accused of being an unimpressive speaker (see 2 Cor. 10:10).

1.	Before considering 2 Corinthians 5:13, summarize Paul’s motivation for ministry from 1 Corinthians 10:31–33 and 2 Corinthians 4:15.



	a.	As you consider the verses in question one, explain Paul’s meaning in 2 Corinthians 5:13.






2. 	Take Action: As in all of his writings, Paul’s heart for people is evident in this passage. Consider how you can grow in your love for and service to others, and write down two or three practical ways you can put that desire into action. Then write a brief prayer asking the Lord to help you follow through.



Day Three
2 Corinthians 5:14–15 — Ministry of Love
1.	From verse 14 and its surrounding context, what controlled Paul’s life and ministry, and what did not?



2.	From verses 14–15, how is the love of Christ demonstrated to all who believe, and how should His love shape the life of every believer?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find two or three other Scriptures about the love of God in Christ for His people and share them with your group.



	b.	Dig Deeper: Find two or three other Scriptures about the believer’s love for God and Christ and share them with your group.



	c. 	Reflect and Pray: If you are a Christian, list one or two specific ways your life has been changed and shaped by Christ's love for you. Then list one or two ways you want your love for Him to impact others.



Day Four
2 Corinthians 5:16–19 — Ministry of Reconciliation
1.	According to verse 16, how did faith in Christ’s gospel change how Paul viewed people? See also Galatians 2:20–21 and Ephesians 2:11–13.



	a. 	Also from verse 16, how had Paul’s esteem for Christ changed since his conversion? See also Acts 9:1–2, 26:9–14, and 19–23.



2.	From verse 17, what great change occurs in each person who truly believes that Christ died and rose again? 






3.	In verse 18, what does Paul mean by “all these things”? In verses 18–19, what three actions does Paul ascribe to God?



	a.	In your own words, what does it mean that God “does not count their trespasses against them” when He reconciles sinners to Himself?



4.	Heart Check: If you are a believer, what has God entrusted to you according to this passage? List two or three ways you desire to grow in your service to Him and how you will accomplish that.



Day Five
2 Corinthians 5:20–21 — Ministry of Appeal
1.	In your own words, how does 2 Corinthians 5:20 explain the Christian’s role in reconciling sinners to God?



2.	In verse 20, Paul writes, “…we beg [or implore] you on behalf of Christ…” What do Paul’s words, together with the message of this chapter, reveal about Paul’s heart for sinners and God’s heart for them?



3.	Verse 21 concisely and beautifully explains how a sinner’s reconciliation to God takes place. In your own words, write a brief summary explaining the work of God in saving sinners.



	a.	Reflect and Pray: Praise God for the simple yet profound truth of the gospel. Ask Him to give you an opportunity this week to share with someone the message of reconciliation to God through Christ!
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The New Covenant Ministry of Reconciliation

Four realities that motivate believers to serve in Jesus’ name:

1.   Commended by God — 2 Corinthians 5:11–12

2.   Controlled by Christ’s Love — 2 Corinthians 5:13–15

3.   Concerned with Spiritual Realities — 2 Corinthians 5:16–17

4.   Commissioned with the Message of Reconciliation — 2 Corinthians 5:18–21

Additional Resources:

· Why Integrity Matters – 2 Cor. 5:11–15 
John MacArthur, January 3, 2016 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/80–429/why–integrity–matters

· The Reconciling Gospel – 2 Cor. 5:11–20  
John MacArthur, September 2, 2011 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/TM11–7/the–reconciling–gospel

· Fifteen Words of Hope – 2 Cor. 5:21 
John MacArthur, April 23, 1995 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47–39/fifteen–words–of–hope  
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